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THE state Duma (1906-1907): "we need not only the
liberation of classes, but also the liberation of all
nations"
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Abstract

© Serials Publications.  The urgency of  an issue is  caused by modern scientific  and public
interest in a role of ethnoconfessional question in the first parliament of Russia - the State Duma
of 1906-1917. The article aims to show that the Duma of the first two convocations in 1906-
1907 played a noticeable role not only in the class struggle, as it was widely covered in the
literature, but also was readily apparent in ethno-political process of multi-ethnic Russia. On the
basis of the systematic, statutory and regulatory and statistical methods the author traces as
special Election Rules from outlying regions (1905-1906) with the low level of representation,
especially  from non-russian  population  group,  and  also  territorial  and  ethnic  districts  that
created as a result new ethno-political geography of the Russian Empire. The author comes to a
conclusion that despite these restrictions, the nonrussian peoples representation in the First and
Second Duma was  very  noticeable  that  allowed to  organize  the  Duma ethno-confessional
factions. These factions and groups legally demonstrated ethnical, confessional and regional
interests and tried to join in legislative process with requirements of ethnic and confessional
groups equality, restoration of an autonomy of Poland and development of local governance, the
court and the school in national languages.

Keywords

Duma, Ethno-confessional history, Liberation movement, National identity, New national elites,
Russia

References

[1] Cadiot J. (2007). Le laboratoire impérial. Russie-URSS 1870-1940. Paris: CNRS Edition.
[2] Duma (1906). State Duma. First convocation. Stenographic report. Sankt-Peterburg, T. 1, 50-51, 103, 609. 618;

T. 2, 1028, 1107-1109.
[3] Duma (1907). State Duma. Second convocation. Stenographic report. Sankt-Peterburg, T. 1, 120; T. 2, 781.
[4] Emmons (1983).  The Formation of Political  Parties and the First national elections in Russia.  Cambridge-

London: Harvard University Press, 197. 244. 348. 357.
[5] Glushkovetcsky A. (2010). Democracy in Province: Elections and Activity of Podolsk Deputies in State Dumas of

Russian Empire. Kamenets-Podolsky: P. P. Bujnitsky.
[6] Hosking  J.  (1973).  Russian  Constitutional  Experiment:  Government  and  Duma,  1907-1914.  Cambridge.

Cambridge University Press.



[7] Jurkowski  R.  (2010).  Successes and Failures:  Polish Landowners from the Nine Western Provinces in the
Elections to the Russian State Duma and State Council in the Years 1906-1913. Olsztyn, 14.

[8] Levin  V.  (2009).  Die  jüdischen  Wähler  und  die  Duma.  Von  Duma  zu  Duma.  Hundert  Jahre  russischer
Parlamentarismus. Internationale Beziehungen. Bonn: V&R unipress Bonn University Press.

[9] Obninsky V. P. (1913). 'First Steps of Russian autonomism'. Ukrainian life, 4, 14-22.
[10] Tsiunchuk  R.  (2004).  Duma  Model  of  Parliamentarism  of  Russian  Empire:  Regional  Ethnoconfessional

Dimensions. Kazan: Fan, 9-65. 85. 411.


