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Лекция 1. 

EARLY HISTORY OF BRITAIN 

 Список вопросов 

1. INTRODUCTION

2. STONE AGE

2.1. PALAEOLITHIC 

2.2. MESOLITHIC  

2.3. NEOLITHIC  

3. BRONZE AGE

4. THE IRON AGE

Список терминов и определений 
1. Homo sapiens (Latin: "wise man") is the scientific name for the human species. Homo is the

human genus, which also includes Neanderthals and many other extinct species of hominid; H. sapiens is 

the only surviving species of the genus Homo. .  

2.Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA or mDNA) is the DNA located in organelles called mitochondria,

structures within eukaryotic cells that convert chemical energy from food into a form that cells can 

use, adenosine triphosphate (ATP). Nearly all of the DNA present in eukaryotic cells can be found in 

the cell nucleus, and in plants, the chloroplast as well. 

3. The Holocene calendar, also known as the Holocene Era (HE) or Human era, is a year

numbering system that adds exactly 10,000 years to the currently world-dominant Anno Domini (AD) 

orCommon Era (CE) system, placing its first year near the beginning of the Holocene epoch and 

the Neolithic revolution. Human Era proponents claim that it makes for 

easier geological,archaeological, dendrochronological and historical dating, as well as that it bases its 

epoch on an event more universally relevant than the birth of Jesus. The current year of 2014 AD can be 

transformed into a Holocene year by adding the digit "1" before it, making it 12014 HE.  

4. The Neolithic Revolution or Neolithic Demographic Transition, sometimes called the Agricultural

Revolution, was the world's first historically verifiable revolution in agriculture. It was the wide-scale 

transition of many human cultures from a lifestyle of hunting and gathering to one of agriculture and 

settlement which supported an increasingly large population.
[
Archaeological data indicates that 

the domestication of various types of plants and animals evolved in separate locations worldwide, starting 

in the geological epoch of the Holocene around 12,000 years ago, 

5. The Hallstatt culture was the predominant Central European culture from the 8th to 6th centuries BC

(European Early Iron Age), developing out of the Urnfield culture of the 12th century BC (Late Bronze 

Age) 

Краткое содержание лекции 

1. INTRODUCTION

Britain has been intermittently inhabited by members of the Homo genus for hundreds of 

thousands of years, and by Homo sapiens for tens of thousands of years. DNA analysis has 

shown that modern humans arrived in Britain at least 25,000 years ago, before the end of the last 

glacial period. This evidence also shows that as the last glacial period encroached from the north, 

the first humans living in Britain then retreated to Southern Europe when much of the continental 

land mass of Britain became covered with ice or frozen as tundra. 

The first significant written record of Britain and its inhabitants was made by 

the Greek navigator Pytheas, who explored the coastal region of Britain around 325 BC. 

The story of ancient Britain is traditionally seen as one of successive waves of invasion from the 

continent, with them came different cultures and technologies. More recent archaeological 

theories have questioned this migrationist interpretation and argue for a more complex 

relationship between Britain and the Continent. Many of the changes in British society 

demonstrated in the archaeological record are now suggested to be the effects of the native 

inhabitants adopting foreign customs rather than being subsumed by an invading population. 
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2. STONE AGE

2.1. PALAEOLITHIC (FROM ABOUT 800,000 – 10,000 YEARS AGO) 

Palaeolithic (Old Stone Age) Britain is the period of the earliest known occupation of Britain by 

humans. This huge period saw many changes in the environment, encompassing 

several glacial and interglacial episodes greatly affecting human settlement in the region. 

Providing dating for this distant period is difficult and contentious. The inhabitants of the region 

at this time were bands of hunter-gatherers who roamed Northern Europe following herds of 

animals, or who supported themselves by fishing. 

Recent (2006) scientific evidence regarding mitochondrial DNA sequences from ancient and 

modern Europe has shown a distinct pattern for the different time periods sampled in the course 

of the study. Despite some limitations regarding sample sizes, the results were found to be non-

random. As such, the results indicate that, in addition to populations in Europe expanding from 

southern refugia after the last glacial maximum (especially the Franco-Cantabrian region,Basque 

country), evidence also exists for various northern refugia. 

2.2. MESOLITHIC (AROUND 10,000 TO 5,500 YEARS AGO) 

Around 9600 years ago the ice age finally ended and the Holocene era began. By 8000 BC 

temperatures were higher than today, and birch woodlands spread rapidly. Rising sea levels 

caused by melting glaciers had cut Britain off from Ireland by about 12,000 years ago, whereas 

the land bridge between Britain and the continent lasted much longer. The plains 

of Doggerland were thought to have finally been submerged around 6500 to 6000 BC,
[
 but recent

evidence suggests that the bridge may have lasted until between 5800 and 5400 BC, and possibly 

as late as 3800 BC. 

Excavations at Howick in Northumberland uncovered evidence of a large circular building 

dating to c. 7600 BC which is interpreted as a dwelling. A further example has also been 

identified at Deepcar in Sheffield, and a building dating to c. 8500 BC was discovered at the Star 

Carr site. The older view of Mesolithic Britons as nomadic is now being replaced with a more 

complex picture of seasonal occupation or, in some cases, permanent occupation. Travel 

distances seem to have become shorter, typically with movement between high and low ground. 

2.3. NEOLITHIC (AROUND 4000 – 2000 BC) 

The Neolithic was the period of domestication of plants and animals. There is a current debate 

between those who believe that the introduction of farming and a sedentary lifestyle was brought 

about by resident peoples adopting new practices, and those who hold the opinion that it was 

effected by continental invaders bringing their culture with them and, to some degree, replacing 

the indigenous populations. 

The Neolithic Revolution, as it is called, introduced a more settled way of life and ultimately led 

to societies becoming divided into differing groups of farmers, artisans and leaders. Forest 

clearances were undertaken to provide room for cereal cultivation and animal herds. Native 

cattle and pigs were reared whilst sheep and goats were later introduced from the continent, as 

were the wheats and barleys grown in Britain. However, only a few actual settlement sites are 

known in Britain, unlike the continent. Cave occupation was common at this time. 

Different pottery types, such as Grooved ware, appear during the later Neolithic (c. 2900 BC – c. 

2200 BC). In addition, new enclosures called henges were built, along with stone rows and the 

famous sites of Stonehenge, Avebury and Silbury Hill, which building reached its peak at this 

time. 

3. BRONZE AGE (AROUND 2200 TO 750 BC)

This period can be sub-divided into an earlier phase (2300 to 1200 BC) and a later one (1200 – 

700 BC). Beaker pottery appears in England around 2475–2315 cal. BC  along with flat axes and 

burial practices of inhumation. With the revised Stonehenge chronology, this is after the Sarsen 

Circle and trilithons were erected at Stonehenge. Believed to be of Iberian origin (modern 

day Spain and Portugal), Beaker techniques brought to Britain the skill of refining metal. At first 
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the users made items from copper, but from around 2,150 BC smiths had discovered how to 

make bronze (which was much harder than copper) by mixing copper with a small amount of tin. 

With this discovery, the Bronze Age arrived in Britain. Over the next thousand years, bronze 

gradually replaced stone as the main material for tool and weapon making. 

There is evidence of a relatively large scale disruption of cultural patterns which some scholars 

think may indicate an invasion (or at least a migration) into Southern Great Britain c. the 12th 

century BC. This disruption was felt far beyond Britain, even beyond Europe, as most of the 

great Near Eastern empires collapsed (or experienced severe difficulties) and the Sea 

Peoples harried the entire Mediterranean basin around this time. Some scholars consider that 

the Celtic languages arrived in Britain at this time, but the more generally accepted view is that 

Celtic origins lie with the Hallstatt culture. 

 

4. THE IRON AGE 

In around 750 BC iron working techniques reached Britain from Southern Europe. Iron was 

stronger and more plentiful than bronze, and its introduction marks the beginning of the Iron 

Age. Iron working revolutionised many aspects of life, most importantly agriculture. Iron 

tipped ploughs could churn up land far more quickly and deeply than older wooden or bronze 

ones, and iron axes could clear forest land far more efficiently for agriculture. There was a 

landscape of arable, pasture and managed woodland. There were many enclosed settlements and 

land ownership was important. 

It is generally thought that by 500 BC most people inhabiting the British Isles were 

speaking Common Brythonic. Iron Age Britons lived in organised tribal groups, ruled by a 

chieftain. As people became more numerous, wars broke out between opposing tribes. This was 

traditionally interpreted as the reason for the building of hill forts, although the siting of some 

earthworks on the sides of hills undermined their defensive value, hence "hill forts" may 

represent increasing communal areas or even 'Elite Areas'. 

The last centuries before the Roman invasion saw an influx of mixed Germanic-Celtic speaking 

refugees from Gaul (approximately modern day France and Belgium) known as the Belgae, who 

were displaced as the Roman Empire expanded around 50 BC. They settled along most of the 

coastline of Southern Britain between about 200 BC and AD 43, although it is hard to estimate 

what proportion of the population there they formed. A Gaulish tribe known as the Parisii, who 

had cultural links to the continent, appeared in Northeast England. About 100 BC, iron bars 

began to be used ascurrency, while internal trade and trade with continental Europe flourished, 

largely due to Britain's extensive mineral reserves. Coinagewas developed, based on continental 

types but bearing the names of local chieftains. This was used in Southeast England, but not in 

areas such as Dumnonia in the west 
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Лекция 2. 

ROMAN BRITAIN 

 

Список вопросов 

1. EARLY CONTACT  

2. ROMAN INVASION 

3. OCCUPATION AND RETREAT FROM SOUTHERN SCOTLAND 

4. 3RD -4TH CENTURY 

5.  END OF ROMAN RULE 

 

 

Список терминов и определений 
1. Phoenicia was an ancient Semitic civilization situated on the western, coastal part of the Fertile 

Crescent and centered on the coastline of modern Lebanon and Tartus Governorate in Syria.   

2. Aulus Plautius was a Roman politician and general of the mid-1st century. He began the Roman 

conquest of Britain in 43, and became the first governor of the new province, serving from 43 to 47.  

3.The Battle of Watling Street took place in Roman-occupied Britain in AD 60 or 61 between an 

alliance of indigenous British peoples led by Boudica and a Roman army led by Gaius Suetonius 

Paulinus. Although heavily outnumbered, the Romans decisively defeated the allied tribes, inflicting 

heavy losses on them. The battle marked the end of resistance to Roman rule in Britain in the southern 

half of the island, a period that lasted until 410 AD. 

4. The Year of the Four Emperors was a year in the history of the Roman Empire, AD 69, in which four 

emperors ruled in a remarkable succession. These four emperors were Galba, Otho, Vitellius, 

and Vespasian. 

5. The Lowlands (Scots: the Lallans or the Lawlands; Scottish Gaelic: a' Ghalldachd, "the place of the 

foreigner") are a historic region of Scotland. The Lowlands is not an official geographical or 

administrative area of the country. However, in normal usage it refers to those parts of Scotland not in 

theHighlands. 

6.The Battle of Adrianople (9 August 378), sometimes known as the Battle of Hadrianopolis, was 

fought between a Roman army led by the Roman Emperor Valens and Gothic rebels (largely Thervings as 

well as Greutungs, non-Gothic Alans, and various local rebels) led byFritigern. The battle took place 

about 8 miles (13 km) north of Adrianople (modern day Edirne in European Turkey, near the border with 

Greece and Bulgaria) in the Roman province of Thracia and ended with an overwhelming victory for 

the Goths. 

 

Краткое содержание лекции 

1. EARLY CONTACT  

Britain was not unknown to the Classical world. As early as the 4th century BC, 

the Greeks, Phoenicians and Carthaginians traded for Cornish tin. The Greeks refer to 

the Cassiterides, or "tin islands", and describe them as being situated somewhere near the west 

coast of Europe. The Carthaginian sailor Himilco is said to have visited the island in the 5th 

century BC and the Greek explorerPytheas in the 4th. But it was regarded as a place of mystery, 

with some writers even refusing to believe it existed at all. 
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The first direct Roman contact came when the Roman general and future dictator, Julius Caesar, 

made two expeditions to Britain in 55 and 54 BC as an offshoot of his conquest of Gaul, 

believing the Britons had been helping the Gallic resistance. The expedition was a military 

failure, but was at least a political success. 

Caesar had conquered no territory and had left behind no troops, but had established clients on 

the island and had brought Britain into Rome's sphere of political influence. 

Rome appears to have encouraged a balance of power in southern Britain, supporting two 

powerful kingdoms: the Catuvellauni, ruled by the descendants of Tasciovanus, and 

the Atrebates, ruled by the descendants of Commius. When Claudius successfully invaded in 43, 

it was in aid of another fugitive British ruler, this time Verica of the Atrebates. 

 

2. ROMAN INVASION 

The invasion force in 43 was led by Aulus Plautius. It is not known how many Roman 

legions were sent.The Romans defeated the Catuvellauni and their allies in two battles: the first, 

assuming a Richborough landing, on the river Medway, the second on the Thames. The future 

emperor Vespasian subdued the southwest,
]
Cogidubnus was set up as a friendly king of several 

territories,  and treaties were made with tribes outside the area under direct Roman control. 

After capturing the south of the island, the Romans turned their attention to what is now Wales. 

The Silures, Ordovicesand Deceangli remained implacably opposed to the invaders and for the 

first few decades were the focus of Roman military attention, despite occasional minor revolts 

among Roman allies like the Brigantes and the Iceni. The Silures were led byCaratacus, and he 

carried out an effective guerilla campaign against Governor Publius Ostorius Scapula. Finally, in 

51, Ostorius lured Caratacus into a set-piece battle and defeated him. 

In 60–61, while Governor Gaius Suetonius Paulinus was campaigning in Wales, the southeast of 

Britain rose in revolt under the leadership of Boudica. But Suetonius chose a battlefield, and, 

despite being heavily outnumbered, defeated the rebels in the Battle of Watling Street. 

There was further turmoil in 69, the "Year of four emperors". In the following years, the Romans 

conquered more of the island, increasing the size of Roman Britain. Governor Gnaeus Julius 

Agricola, father-in-law to the historian Tacitus, conquered the Ordovices in 78. 

 

3. OCCUPATION AND RETREAT FROM SOUTHERN SCOTLAND 

There is no historical source describing the decades that followed Agricola's recall. Even the 

name of his replacement is unknown. Archaeology has shown that some Roman forts south of 

the Forth-Clyde isthmus were rebuilt and enlarged, although others appear to have been 

abandoned. Roman coins and pottery have been found circulating at native settlement sites in 

the Scottish Lowlands in the years before 100, indicating growing Romanisation. 

A new crisis occurred at the beginning of Hadrian's reign (117): a rising in the north which was 

suppressed by Quintus Pompeius Falco. When Hadrian reached Britannia on his famous tour of 

the Roman provinces around 120, he directed an extensive defensive wall, known to posterity 

as Hadrian's Wall, to be built close to the line of the Stanegate frontier. 

The first Antonine occupation of Scotland ended as a result of a further crisis in 155-157, when 

the Brigantes revolted. With limited options to despatch reinforcements, the Romans moved their 

troops south, and this rising was suppressed by Governor Cnaeus Julius Verus. The second 

occupation was probably connected with Antoninus' undertakings to protect the Votadini or his 

pride in enlarging the empire, since the retreat to the Hadrianic frontier occurred not long after 

his death when a more objective strategic assessment of the benefits of the Antonine Wall could 

be made. The Romans did not entirely withdraw from Scotland at this time, however: the large 

fort at Newstead was maintained along with seven smaller outposts until at least 180. 

The future emperor Pertinax was sent to Britannia to quell the mutiny and was initially 

successful in regaining control. However, a riot broke out among the troops. Pertinax was 

attacked and left for dead, and asked to be recalled to Rome, where he briefly succeeded 

Commodus as emperor in 192. 
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4. 3-4TH CENTURY 

The death of Commodus put into motion a series of events which eventually led to civil war. 

Following the short reign of Pertinax, several rivals for the emperorship emerged, 

including Septimius Severus and Clodius Albinus. The latter was the new governor of Britannia, 

and had seemingly won the natives over after their earlier rebellions; he also controlled three 

legions, making him a potentially significant claimant. 

An invasion of Caledonia led by Severus and probably numbering around 20,000 troops moved 

north in 208 or 209, crossing the Wall and passing through eastern Scotland on a route similar to 

that used by Agricola. Harried by punishing guerrilla raids by the northern tribes and slowed by 

an unforgiving terrain, Severus was unable to meet the Caledonians on a battlefield. By 210 

Severus had returned to York, and the frontier had once again become Hadrian's Wall. He 

assumed the title Britannicus, but the title meant little with regard to the unconquered north, 

which (with Rome's power still ending at the Wall) clearly remained outside the authority of the 

Empire. And almost immediately another northern tribe, the Maeatae, again went to war. 

Caracalla left with a punitive expedition, but by the following year his ailing father had died and 

he and his brother left the province to press their claim to the throne. 

4nder the Tetrarchy reforms of the emperor Diocletian, Britannia became one of the four 

dioceses—governed by a vicarius—of the praetorian prefecture of Galliae('the Gauls'), 

comprising the provinces of Gaul, Britannia, Germania and Hispania. This added, in effect, a 

fifth governor of Britannia. Thus, in place of one unchallenged military commander, the 

province now had five officers, each with command of only a small fraction of the garrison. 

Constantius Chlorus returned in 306, aiming to invade northern Britain. 

Wales in 383, and crossed the English Channel. Maximus held much of the western empire, and 

fought a successful campaign against the Picts and Scots around 384. His continental exploits 

required troops from Britain, and it appears that forts at Chester and elsewhere were abandoned 

in this period, triggering raids and settlement in north Wales by the Irish. His rule was ended in 

388, but not all the British troops may have returned: the Empire's military resources were 

struggling after the catastrophic Battle of Adrianople in 378. Around 396 there were increasing 

barbarian incursions into Britain, and an expedition — possibly led by Stilicho — brought naval 

action against the raiders. It seems peace was restored by 399, although it is likely that no further 

garrisoning was ordered. 

 

5. END OF ROMAN RULE 

The traditional view of historians was economic decline at the beginning of the 5th century. 

However, consistent archaeological evidence has told another story, and the accepted view is 

undergoing re-evaluation, though some features are agreed: more opulent but fewer urban 

houses, an end to new public building and some abandonment of existing ones, with the 

exception of defensive structures, and the widespread formation of "black earth" deposits 

indicating increased horticulture within urban precincts. Turning over the basilica at Silchesterto 

industrial uses in the late 3rd century, doubtless officially condoned, marks an early stage in the 

de-urbanisation of Roman Britain.
[39]

 The abandonment of some sites is now believed to be later 

than had formerly been thought. Many buildings changed use but were not destroyed. Some 

villas such as Great Casterton in Rutland and Hucclecote in Gloucestershirehad new mosaic 

floors laid around this time, suggesting that economic problems may have been limited and 

patchy, although many suffered some decay before being abandoned in the 5th century; the story 

of Saint Patrick indicates that villas were still occupied until at least 430. Exceptionally, new 

buildings were still going up in this period in Verulamium andCirencester. Some urban centres, 

for example Canterbury, Cirencester, Wroxeter, Winchester and Gloucester, remained active 

during the 5th and 6th centuries, surrounded by large farming estates. 

Urban life had generally grown less intense by the fourth quarter of the 4th century, indicating a 

likely combination of economic decline, diminishing numbers of troops, problems with the 
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payment of soldiers and officials or with unstable conditions during the usurpation of Magnus 

Maximus 383-387. Coinage circulation increased during the 390s, although it never attained the 

levels of earlier decades.. Pottery mass production probably ended a decade or two previously; 

the rich continued to use metal and glass vessels, while the poor probably adopted leather or 

wooden ones. 
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Лекция 3 

POLITICAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND IN THE MIDDLE AGES  
 

Список вопросов 

1. POLITICAL HISTORY 

1.1. EARLY MIDDLE AGES (600–1066) 

1.2. HIGH MIDDLE AGES (1066–1272) 

1.3. LATE MIDDLE AGES (1272–1485) 

2. GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY 

2.1. GOVERNANCE AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES  

2.1.1. EARLY MIDDLE AGES (600–1066) 

2.1.2. HIGH MIDDLE AGES (1066–1272) 

2.1.3. LATE MIDDLE AGES (1272–1485) 

 

Список терминов и определений 

1. The Heptarchy (Greek: seven + realm) is a collective name applied to the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms of 

south, east, and central Great Britain during late antiquity and the early Middle Ages, conventionally 

identified as seven: Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex, and Wessex. The Anglo-

Saxon kingdoms eventually unified into the Kingdom of England. 

2. The Third Crusade (1189–1192), also known as the Kings' Crusade, was an attempt by European 

leaders to reconquer the Holy Landfrom Saladin (Ṣalāḥ ad-Dīn Yūsuf ibn Ayyūb). It was largely 

successful, capturing Acre, Jaffa, and reversing most of Saladin's conquests, but failed to 

capture Jerusalem, which was the emotional and spiritual fixation of the Crusade. 

3. the Battle of Hastings was fought on 14 October 1066 between the Norman-French army of 

Duke William II of Normandy and an English army under the Anglo-Saxon King Harold II, during 

the Norman conquest of England. It took place approximately 7 miles (11 kilometres) north-west 

of Hastings, close to the present-day town of Battle, East Sussex, and was a decisive Norman victory. 

4. The Hundred Years' War was a series of conflicts waged from 1337 to 1453 between the Kingdom of 

England and the Kingdom of France for control of the French throne. The war is commonly divided into 
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three phases separated by truces: the Edwardian Era War (1337–60), the Caroline War (1369–89) and 

the Lancastrian War (1415–53), which saw the slow decline of English fortunes after the appearance 

of Joan of Arc in 1429. The term "Hundred Years' War" is a periodization invented later by historians to 

encompass all of these events, making this the longest military conflict in history. 

5. The Wars of the Roses were a series of dynastic wars fought between supporters of two rival branches 

of the royal House of Plantagenet: the houses of Lancaster and York for the throne of England. They were 

fought in several sporadic episodes between 1455 and 1487, although there was related fighting both 

before and after this period. They resulted from the social and financial troubles following theHundred 

Years' War, combined with the minority and weak rule of Henry VI, which revived interest in the 

alternative claim to the throne ofRichard, Duke of York. The final victory went to a relatively remote 

Lancastrian claimant, Henry Tudor, who defeated the last Yorkist kingRichard III and married the 

daughter of Edward IV, Elizabeth of York, to unite the two houses. The House of Tudor subsequently 

ruledEngland and Wales until 1603. 

5. Domesday Book is a manuscript that records the great survey of much of England and parts of Wales 

completed in 1086. The survey was executed for William I of England (William the Conqueror): "While 

spending the Christmas time of 1085 in Gloucester, William had deep speech with his counsellors and 

sent men all over England to each shire to find out what or how much each landholder had in land and 

livestock, and what it was worth’’. 

6. Magna Carta (Latin for Great Charter) also called Magna Carta Libertatum or The Great 

Charter of the Liberties of England, is an Angevin charter originally issued in Latin in June 1215. It 

was sealed under oath by King John .Magna Carta was the first document forced onto a King of 

England by a group of his subjects, the feudal barons, in an attempt to limit his powers by law and protect 

their rights. 

 

 

Краткое содержание лекции 

1. POLITICAL HISTORY 

At the start of the Middle Ages, England was a part of Britannia, a former province of 

the Roman Empire. At the end of the 4th century, however, Germanic immigrants began to 

arrive in increasing numbers during the 5th century, initially peacefully, establishing small farms 

and settlements. New political and social identities emerged, including an Anglian culture in the 

east of England and a Saxon culture in the south, with local groups establishing regiones, small 

polities, ruled over by powerful families and individuals. By the 7th century, some rulers, 

including those of Wessex, East Anglia, Essex, and Kent, had begun to term themselves kings, 

living in villa regalis, royal centres, and collecting tribute from the surrounding regiones; these 

kingdoms are often referred to as the Heptarchy.  

 

1.2. HIGH MIDDLE AGES (1066–1272) 

In 1066, William, the Duke of Normandy, took advantage of the English succession crisis 

to invade. With an army of Norman follower sand mercenaries, he defeated Harold at the battle 

of Hastings and rapidly occupied the south of England. William used a network of castles to 

control the major centres of power, granting extensive lands to his main Norman followers and 

co-opting or eliminating the former Anglo-Saxon elite.  By the time of William's death in 1087, 

England formed the largest part of an Anglo-Norman empire, ruled over by a network of nobles 

with landholdings across England, Normandy, and Wales. England's growing wealth was critical 

in allowing the Norman kings to project power across the region, including funding campaigns 

along the frontiers of Normandy. 

Norman rule, however, proved unstable; successions to the throne were contested, leading to 

violent conflicts between the claimants and their noble supporters. William II inherited the 

throne but faced revolts attempting to replace him with his older brother Robert or his 

cousin Stephen of Aumale. In 1100, William II died while hunting. Despite Robert's rival claims, 

his younger brother Henry Iimmediately seized power. Henry's nephew, Stephen of Blois, 

claimed the throne in 1135, but this was disputed by the Empress Matilda, Henry's daughter. 

Matilda's son, Henry, finally agreed to a peace settlement at Winchester and succeeded as king in 
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1154. After a final confrontation with Henry, his son Richard succeeded to the throne in 1189. 

Richard spent his reign focused on protecting his possessions in France and fighting in the Third 

Crusade; his brother, John, inherited England in 1199. John's efforts to raise revenues, combined 

with his fractious relationships with many of the English barons, led to confrontation in 1215, an 

attempt to restore peace through the signing of the Magna Carta, and finally the outbreak of 

the First Barons' War. Henry's son, Edward, defeated the rebel factions between 1265–67, 

restoring his father to power. 

1.3. LATE MIDDLE AGES (1272–1485) 

On becoming king, Edward I rebuilt the status of the monarchy, restoring and extending key 

castles that had fallen into disrepair. Uprisings by the princes of North Wales led to Edward 

mobilising a huge army, defeating the native Welsh and undertaking a programme of English 

colonisation and castle building across the region.
[
 Further wars were conducted in Flanders and 

Aquitaine. Edward also fought campaigns in Scotland, but was unable to achieve strategic 

victory, and the costs created tensions that nearly led to civil war.Edward II inherited the war 

with Scotland and faced growing opposition to his rule as a result of his royal favourites and 

military failures.  Like his grandfather, Edward III took steps to restore royal power and started 

the Hundred Years' War but during the 1340s the Black Death arrived in England. Edward's 

grandson, the young Richard II, faced political and economic problems, many resulting from the 

Black Death, including the Peasants' Revolt that broke out across the south of England in 1381.A 

sequence of bloody civil wars, later termed the Wars of the Roses, finally broke out in 1455, 

spurred on by an economic crisis and a widespread perception of poor government.The 

future Henry VII, aided by French and Scottish troops, returned to England and defeated Richard 

at the battle of Bosworth in 1485, bringing an end to the majority of the fighting, although lesser 

rebellions against his Tudor dynasty would continue for several years afterwards. 

 

2. GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY 

2.1. GOVERNANCE AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES  

2.1.1. EARLY MIDDLE AGES (600–1066) 

The Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were hierarchical societies, each based on ties of allegiance between 

powerful lords and their immediate followers. At the top of the social structure was the king, 

who stood above many of the normal processes of Anglo-Saxon life and whose household had 

special privileges and protection. Beneath the king were thegns, nobles, the more powerful of 

which maintained their own courts and were termed ealdormen. The relationship between kings 

and their nobles was bound up with military symbolism and the ritual exchange of weapons and 

armour. Freemen, called churls, formed the next level of society, often holding land in their own 

right or controlling businesses in the towns. Geburs, peasants who worked land belonging to 

a thegn, formed a lower class still.The very lowest class were slaves, who could be bought and 

sold and who held only minimal rights. 

2.1.2. HIGH MIDDLE AGES (1066–1272) 

Within twenty years of the Norman conquest, the former Anglo-Saxon elite were replaced by a 

new class of Norman nobility, with around 8,000 Normans and French settling in England. The 

new earls (successors to the ealdermen), sheriffs and church seniors were all drawn from their 

ranks. In many areas of society there was continuity, as the Normans adopted many of the 

Anglo-Saxon governmental institutions, including the tax system, mints and the centralisation of 

law-making and some judicial matters; initially sheriffs and the hundred courts continued to 

function as before. The existing tax liabilities were captured in Domesday Book, produced in 

1086. 

2.1.3. LATE MIDDLE AGES (1272–1485) 

Society and government in England in the early 14th century were challenged by the Great 

Famine and the Black Death. The economic and demographic crisis created a sudden surplus of 

land, undermining the ability of landowners to exert their feudal rights and causing a collapse in 

incomes from rented lands. Wages soared, as employers competed for a scarce workforce. 
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Legislation was introduced to limit wages and to prevent the consumption of luxury goods by the 

lower classes, with prosecutions coming to take up most of the legal system's energy and 

time. A poll tax was introduced in 1377 that spread the costs of the war in France more widely 

across the whole population. The tensions spilled over into violence in the summer of 1381 in the 

form of the Peasants' Revolt; a violent retribution followed, with as many as 7,000 alleged rebels 

executed. A new class of gentry emerged as a result of these changes, renting land from the 

major nobility to farm out at a profit. The legal system continued to expand during the 14th 

century, dealing with an ever wider set of complex problems.  
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Лекция 4. 

LIFE IN BRITAIN IN THE MIDDLE AGES  

 

Список вопросов 

1. NATIONAL IDENTITY 

2. RELIGION 

3. ECONOMY AND TECHNOLOGY. 

3.1. ECONOMY AND DEMOGRAPHICS 

3.2. TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE 

4. THE CHANGING ROLE OF WOMEN IN SOCIETY 

5. ARTS 

5.1. ART 

5.2. LITERATURE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 

5.3. ARCHITECTURE 

 

Список терминов и определений 
1. Pagan religions (also Paganism) refers to a group of historical polytheistic religious traditions—

primarily those of cultures known to the classical world. In a wider sense, it has also been understood to 

include any non-Abrahamic, folk, or ethnic religion. 

2. the Black Death was one of the most devastating pandemics in human history, resulting in the deaths 

of an estimated 75 to 200 millionpeople and peaking in Europe in the years 1348–50 CE.
[1][2][3]

 Although 

there were several competing theories as to the etiology of the Black Death, analysis of DNA from 

victims in northern and southern Europe published in 2010 and 2011 indicates that the pathogen 

responsible was the Yersinia pestis bacterium, probably causing several forms of plague. 
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3. Patriarchy is a social system in which males are the primary authority figures central to social 

organization, occupying roles of political leadership, moral authority, and control of property, and where 

fathers hold authority over women and children. It implies the institutions of male rule and privilege, and 

entailsfemale subordination. Many patriarchal societies are also patrilineal, meaning that property and 

title are inherited by the male lineage. The female equivalent is matriarchy. 

4. Old English is an early form of the English language that was spoken and written by the Anglo-

Saxons and their descendants in parts of what are now England and southern and eastern Scotland 

between at least the mid-5th century and the mid-12th century. What survives through writing represents 

primarily the literary register of Anglo-Saxon. 

 

Основное содержание лекции 

1. NATIONAL IDENTITY 

An English cultural identity first emerged from the interaction of the Germanic immigrants of 

the 5th and 6th centuries and the indigenous Romano-British inhabitants. Although early 

medieval chroniclers described the immigrants as Angles and Saxons, they came from a much 

wider area across Northern Europe, and represented a range of different ethnic groups. Over the 

6th century, however, these different groups began to coalesce into stratified societies across 

England, roughly corresponding to the later Angle and Saxon kingdoms. By the 9th century, the 

term the Angelcynn was being officially used to refer to a single English people, and promoted 

for propaganda purposes by chroniclers and kings to inspire resistance to the Danish invasions. 

During the 12th and 13th centuries, the English began to consider themselves superior to the 

Welsh, Scots and Bretons, Even within England, different identities abounded, each with their 

own sense of status and importance. Regional identities could be important - men and women 

from Yorkshire, for example, had a clear identity within English society, and professional groups 

with a distinct identity, such as lawyers, engaged in open fighting with others in cities such as 

London. 

 

2. RELIGION 

Christianity had been the official imperial religion of the Roman Empire, and the first churches 

were built in England in the second half of the 4th century, overseen by a hierarchy of bishops 

and priests.
]
Many existing pagan shrines were converted to Christian use and few pagan sites 

still operated by the 5th century. 

The movement towards Christianity began again in the late 6th and 7th centuries, helped by the 

conversion of the Franks in Northern France, who carried considerable influence in England. 

Oswald and Oswiu, kings of Northumbria, were converted in the 630s and 640s, and the wave of 

change carried on through the middle of the 7th century across the kingdoms of Mercia, the 

South Saxons and the Isle of Wight. 

The Viking invasions of the 8th and 9th centuries reintroduced paganism to North-East England, 

leading in turn to another wave of conversion. As the Norse in mainland Scandinavia started to 

convert, many mainland rulers recruited missionaries from England to assist in the process. 

 

3. ECONOMY AND TECHNOLOGY 

3.1. ECONOMY AND DEMOGRAPHICS 

The English economy was fundamentally agricultural, depending on growing crops such 

as wheat, barley and oats on an open field system, and husbanding sheep, cattle and pigs. In the 

late Anglo-Saxon period many peasants moved away from living in isolated hamlets and instead 

came together to form larger villages engaged in arable cultivation. Agricultural land became 

typically organised around manors, and was divided between some fields that the landowner 

would manage directly. By the 11th century, a market economy was flourishing across much of 

England, while the eastern and southern towns were heavily involved in international 

trade.  Around 6,000 watermills were built to grind flour, freeing up labour for other more 

productive agricultural tasks. 
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Economic growth began to falter at the end of the 13th century, owing to a combination 

of overpopulation, land shortages and depleted soils. The Great Famine shook the English 

economy severely and population growth ceased; the first outbreak of the Black Death in 1348 

then killed around half the English population.The English cloth industry grew considerably at 

the start of the 15th century, and a new class of international English merchant emerged, 

typically based in London or the South-West, prospering at the expense of the older, shrinking 

economied of the eastern towns. By the end of Middle Ages the economy had begun to recover 

and considerable improvements were being made in metalworking and shipbuilding that would 

shape the Early Modern economy. 

 

3.2. TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE 

Technology and science in England advanced considerably during the Middle Ages, driven in 

part by the Greek and Islamic thinking that reached England from the 12th century 

onwards.
]
 Many advances were made in scientific ideas, including the introduction of Arabic 

numerals and a sequence of improvements in the units used for measuring time. Clocks were 

first built in England in the late 13th century, and the first mechanical clocks were certainly 

being installed in cathedrals and abbeys by the 1320s.Astrology, magic andpalm reading were 

also considered important forms of knowledge in medieval England, although some doubted 

their reliability. 

Technological advances proceeded in a range of areas. Windmills began to be built in the late 

12th century and slowly became more common. Water-powered fulling mills and powered 

hammers first appeared in the 12th century; water power was harnessed to assist in smelting by 

the 14th century, with the first blast furnace opening in 1496. New mining methods were 

developed and horse-powered pumps were installed in English mines by the end of the Middle 

Ages. The introduction of hopped beer transformed the brewing industry in the 14th century, and 

new techniques were invented to better preserve fish. Glazed pottery became widespread in the 

12th and 13th centuries, with stoneware pots largely replacing wooden plates and bowls by the 

15th century. 

 

4. THE CHANGING ROLE OF WOMEN IN SOCIETY 

Medieval England was a patriarchal society and the lives of women were heavily influenced by 

contemporary beliefs about gender and authority. However, the position of women varied 

considerably according to various factors, including their social class; whether they were 

unmarried, married, widowed or remarried; and in which part of the country they 

lived. Significant gender inequities persisted throughout the period, as women typically had 

more limited life-choices, access to employment and trade, and legal rights than men. 

 In Anglo-Saxon society, noblewomen enjoyed considerable rights and status, although the 

society was still firmly patriarchal. Some exercised power as abbesses, exerting widespread 

influence across the early English Church, although their wealth and authority diminished with 

the monastic reforms of the 9th century. 

After the Norman invasion, the position of women in society changed. The rights and roles of 

women became more sharply defined, in part as a result of the development of the feudal system 

and the expansion of the English legal system; some women benefited from this, while others 

lost out. The years after the Black Death left many women widows . As in earlier times, 

noblewomen exercised power on their estates in their husbands' absence and again, if necessary, 

defended them in sieges and skirmishes. Wealthy widows who could successfully claim their 

rightful share of their late husband's property could live as powerful members of the community 

in their own right. 

 

5. ARTS 

5.1. ART 
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Medieval England produced art in the form of paintings, carvings, books, fabrics and many 

functional but beautiful objects. A wide range of materials were used, including gold, glass and 

ivory, the art usually drawing overt attention to the materials utilised in the designs. Anglo-

Saxon artists created carved ivories, illuminated manuscripts, embroidered cloths, crosses and 

stone sculpture, although relatively few of these have survived to the modern period. 

The Norman conquest introduced northern French artistic styles, particular in illuminated 

manuscripts and murals, and reduced the demand for carvings.
[317]

 In other artistic areas, 

including embroidery, the Anglo-Saxon influence remained evident into the 12th century, and 

the famous Bayeux Tapestry is an example of older styles being reemployed under the new 

regime. Stained glass became a distinctive form of English art during this later medieval period, 

although the coloured glass for these works was almost entirely imported from Europe. English 

illuminated books, such as the Queen Mary Psalter, were also famous in this period, featuring 

rich decoration, a combination of grotesque and natural figures and rich colours. 

 

5.2. LITERATURE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 

The Anglo-Saxons produced extensive poetry in Old English, some of which was written down 

as early as the 9th century, although most surviving poems were compiled in the 10th and early 

11th century. Beowulf, probably written between 650 and 750, is typical of these poems, 

portraying a vivid, heroic tale, ending with the protagonist's death at the hands of a dragon, but 

still showing signs of the new Christian influences in England. Old English was also used for 

academic and courtly writing from the 9th century onwards, including translations of popular 

foreign works, including The Pastoral Care. 

Poetry and stories written in French were popular after the Norman conquest, and by the 12th 

century some works on English history began to be produced in French verse. The work 

of Geoffrey Chaucer from the 1370s onwards, however, culminating in the 

influential Canterbury Tales, was uniquely English in style. Major pieces of courtly poetry 

continued to be produced into the 15th century by Chaucher's disciples, and Thomas 

Malory compiled the older Arthurian tales to produce Le Morte d'Arthur. 

Ballads were also popular from the late 14th century onwards, including the Ballad of Chevy 

Chase and others describing the activities of Robin Hood. 

5.3. ARCHITECTURE 
In the century after the collapse of the Romano-British economy, new long- and round-houses 

were constructed in some settlements, while in others timber buildings were built imitating the 

older Roman styles. The Germanic immigrants constructed small rectangular buildings from 

wood, and occasionally grander halls.
[]
 However, the conversion to Christianity in the 6th and 

7th centuries reintroduced Italian and French masons, and these craftsmen built stone churches, 

low in height, following a narrow, rectangular plan, plastered inside and fitted with glass and 

colourful vestments. This Romanesque style developed throughout the period, featuring 

characteristic circular arches. By the 10th and 11th centuries, much larger churches and 

monastery buildings were being built, featuring square and circular towers after the 

contemporary European fashion. 

The Normans brought with them architectural styles from their own duchy, where austere stone 

churches were preferred. In the early 14th century the Perpendicular Gothic style was created in 

England, with an emphasis on verticality, immense windows and soaring arcades. Fine timber 

roofs in a variety of styles, but in particular the hammerbeam, were built in many English 

buildings. In the 15th century parish churches were decorated with richly carved woodwork; 

these churches influenced the design of new chantry chapels for existing cathedrals. 

By the 14th century grander houses and castles were sophisticated affairs: expensively tiled, 

often featuring murals and glass windows, these buildings were often designed as a set of 

apartments to allow greater privacy. Fashionable brick began to be used in some parts of the 

country, copying French tastes.  
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Лекция 5. 

EARLY MODERN BRITAIN 

  

Список вопросов 

1. 1. ENGLAND DURING THE TUDOR PERIOD (1486–1603) 

1.1. ENGLISH RENAISSANCE 

1.2. ELIZABETHAN ERA (1558–1603) 

2. SCOTLAND FROM 15TH CENTURY TO 1603 

2.1. MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS 

2.2. PROTESTANT REFORMATION 

3. 17TH CENTURY 

3.1. UNION OF THE CROWNS 

3.2. ENGLISH CIVIL WAR 

4.18TH CENTURY 

4.1. TREATY OF UNION 

4.2. WARFARE AND FINANCE 

5. BRITISH EMPIRE 

 

 

 

Список терминов и определений 

1. The Star Chamber was an English court of law that sat at the royal Palace of Westminster from the 

late 15th century until 1641. It was made up of Privy Councillors, as well as common-law judges and 

supplemented the activities of the common-law and equity courts in both civil and criminal matters. The 

court was set up to ensure the fair enforcement of laws against prominent people, those so powerful that 

ordinary courts would never convict them of their crimes. 

2. The Protestant Reformation was the schism within Western Christianity initiated by Martin 

Luther, John Calvin, and other early Protestants. Although there had been significant attempts at reform 

before Luther (notably those of John Wycliffe and Jan Huss), the date most usually given for the start of 

the Protestant Reformation is 1517, when Luther published The Ninety-Five Theses, and for its conclusion 

in 1648 with the Peace of Westphalia that ended theEuropean wars of religion.
[1]

 Luther started by 
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criticising the relatively recent practice of selling indulgences, but the debate widened until it touched on 

many of the doctrines and devotional practices of the Catholic Church.  

3. The Elizabethan Religious Settlement, which was made during the reign of Elizabeth I, was a 

response to the religious divisions created in England over the reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI andMary 

I. This response, described as "The Revolution of 1559",
[1]

 was set out in two Acts of the Parliament of 

England. The Act of Supremacy of 1558 re-established the Church of England's independence 

from Rome, with Parliament conferring on Elizabeth the title Supreme Governor of the Church of 

England, while the Act of Uniformity of 1559 outlined what form the English Church should take, 

including the re-establishment of the Book of Common Prayer. 

4. The Rump Parliament is the English Parliament after Colonel Pride purged the Long Parliament on 6 

December 1648 of those members hostile to theGrandees' intention to try King Charles I for high treason. 

"Rump" normally means the hind end of an animal; its use meaning "remnant" was first recorded in the 

above context. Since 1649, the term "rump parliament" has been used to refer to any parliament left over 

from the actual legitimate parliament. 

5. The War of the Spanish Succession (1701–1714) was fought between European powers, including a 

divided Spain, over who had the right to succeed Charles II as King of Spain.The war was fought mostly 

in Europe but included Queen Anne's War in North America.  

 

Краткое содержание лекции 

 

1. ENGLAND DURING THE TUDOR PERIOD (1486–1603) 

1.1. ENGLISH RENAISSANCE 

The term, "English Renaissance" is used by many historians to refer to a cultural movement in 

England in the 16th and 17th centuries that was heavily influenced by the Italian Renaissance. 

This movement is characterised by the flowering of English music (particularly the English 

adoption and development of the madrigal), notable achievements in drama (by William 

Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, and Ben Jonson), and the development of English epic 

poetry (most famously Edmund Spenser's The Faerie Queene). 

Some scholars date the beginning of Early Modern Britain to the end of the Wars of the 

Roses and the crowning of Henry Tudor in 1485. Henry VII's largely peaceful reign ended 

decades of civil war and brought the peace and stability to England that art and commerce need 

to thrive. 

During this period Henry VII and his son Henry VIII greatly increased the power of the English 

monarchy. A similar pattern was unfolding on the continent as new technologies, such 

as gunpowder, and social and ideological changes undermined the power of the feudal nobility 

and enhanced that of the sovereign. Henry VIII also made use of the Protestant Reformation to 

seize the power of theRoman Catholic Church, confiscating the property of the monasteries and 

declaring himself the head of the new Anglican Church. Under the Tudors the English state was 

centralized and rationalized as a bureaucracy built up and the government became run and 

managed by educated functionaries. The most notable new institution was the Star Chamber. 

1.2. ELIZABETHAN ERA (1558–1603) 
The Elizabethan Era is the reign of Queen Elizabeth I (1558–1603) and is known to be a golden 

age in English history. It was the height of the English Renaissance and saw the flowering 

of English literature and poetry. This was also the time during which Elizabethan theatre was 

famous and William Shakespeare, among others, composed plays that broke away from 

England's past style of plays and theatre. It was an age of expansion and exploration abroad, 

while at home the Protestant Reformation became entrenched in the national mindset. 

The Elizabethan Age is viewed so highly because of the contrasts with the periods before and 

after. It was a brief period of largely internal peace between the English Reformation and the 

battles between Protestants and Catholics and the battles between parliament and 

the monarchy that engulfed the 17th century. The Protestant/Catholic divide was settled, for a 

time, by the Elizabethan Religious Settlement, and parliament was not yet strong enough to 

challenge royal absolutism. England was also well-off compared to the other nations of Europe. 
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The one great rival was Spain, with which England conflicted both in Europe and 

the Americas in skirmishes that exploded into theAnglo-Spanish War of 1585–1604. An attempt 

by Philip II of Spain to invade England with the Spanish Armada in 1588 was famously 

defeated, but the tide of war turned against England with a disastrously unsuccessful attack upon 

Spain, the Drake-Norris Expedition of 1589. 

 

2. SCOTLAND FROM 15TH CENTURY TO 1603 

2.1. MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS 

Scotland advanced markedly in educational terms during the 15th century with the founding of 

the University of St Andrews in 1413, the University of Glasgow in 1450 and the University of 

Aberdeen in 1495, and with the passing of the Education Act 1496. 

In 1468 the last great acquisition of Scottish territory occurred when James III married Margaret 

of Denmark, receiving the Orkney Islandsand the Shetland Islands in payment of her dowry. 

After the death of James III in 1488, during or after the Battle of Sauchieburn, his 

successor James IV successfully ended the quasi-independent rule of the Lord of the Isles, 

bringing the Western Isles under effective Royal control for the first time. In 1503, he married 

Henry VII's daughter, Margaret Tudor, thus laying the foundation for the 17th century Union of 

the Crowns. 

Within two years, the Rough Wooing, Henry VIII's military attempt to force a marriage between 

Mary and his son, Edward, had begun. This took the form of border skirmishing. To avoid the 

"rough wooing", Mary was sent to France at the age of five, as the intended bride of the heir to 

the French throne. Her mother stayed in Scotland to look after the interests of Mary — and of 

France — although the Earl of Arran acted officially as regent. 

She did not do well and after only seven turbulent years, at the end of which Protestants had 

gained complete control of Scotland, she had perforce to abdicate. Imprisoned for a time in Loch 

Leven Castle, she eventually escaped and attempted to regain the throne by force. After her 

defeat at the Battle of Langside in 1568 she took refuge in England, leaving her young 

son, James VI, in the hands of regents. In England she became a focal point for Catholic 

conspirators and was eventually executed on the orders of her kinswoman Elizabeth I. 

2.2. PROTESTANT REFORMATION IN SCOTLAND 

During the 16th century, Scotland underwent a Protestant Reformation. In the earlier part of the 

century, the teachings of first Martin Luther and then John Calvin began to influence Scotland. 

the execution of a number of Protestant preachers, most notably the Lutheran influenced Patrick 

Hamilton in 1528 and later the proto-Calvinist George Wishart in 1546 who was burnt at the 

stake in St. Andrews by Cardinal Beaton for heresy, did nothing to stem the growth of these 

ideas. Beaton was assassinated shortly after the execution of George Wishart. 

The eventual Reformation of the Scottish Church followed a brief civil war in 1559–60, in which 

English intervention on the Protestant side was decisive. A Reformed confession of faith was 

adopted by Parliament in 1560, while the young Mary, Queen of Scots, was still in France. The 

most influential figure was John Knox, who had been a disciple of both John Calvin and George 

Wishart. Roman Catholicism was not totally eliminated, and remained strong particularly in 

parts of the highlands. 

 

3. 17TH CENTURY 

3.1. UNION OF THE CROWNS 

The Union of the Crowns refers to the accession of James VI, King of Scots, to the throne 

of England as James I, in March 1603, thus uniting Scotland and England under one monarch. 

This followed the death of his unmarried and childless cousin, Queen Elizabeth I of England, the 

last monarch of the Tudor dynasty. The term itself, though now generally accepted, is 

misleading; for properly speaking this was merely a personal ordynastic union, 

the Crowns remaining both distinct and separate until the Acts of Union in 1707 during the reign 

of the last monarch of the Stuart Dynasty, Queen Anne. 
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This event was the result of an event in August 1503: James IV, King of Scots, married Margaret 

Tudor, the eldest daughter of Henry VII of England as a consequence of the Treaty of Perpetual 

Peace, concluded the previous year which, in theory, ended centuries of English-Scottish rivalry. 

This marriage merged the Stuarts with England's Tudor line of succession. Almost 100 years 

later, in the last decade of the reign of Elizabeth I of England, it was clear that James of Scots, 

the great-grandson of James IV and Margaret Tudor, was the only generally acceptable heir. 

The Jacobean era refers to a period in English and Scottish history that coincides with the reign 

of James I (1603–1625). The Jacobean era succeeds the Elizabethan era and precedes 

the Caroline era, and specifically denotes a style of architecture, visual arts, decorative arts, 

and literature that is predominant of that period. 

The Caroline era refers to a period in English and Scottish history that coincides with the reign 

of Charles I (1625—1642). The Caroline era succeeds the Jacobean era, the reign of Charles's 

father James I (1603–1625); it was succeeded by the English Civil War (1642–1651) and 

the English Interregnum (1651–1660).  

3.2. ENGLISH CIVIL WAR 

The English Civil War consisted of a series of armed conflicts and political machinations that 

took place between Parliamentarians (known as Roundheads) and Royalists (known 

as Cavaliers) between 1642 and 1651. The first (1642–1646) and second (1648–1649) civil 

wars pitted the supporters of King Charles I against the supporters of the Long Parliament, while 

the third war (1649–1651) saw fighting between supporters of King Charles II and supporters of 

the Rump Parliament. The Civil War ended with the Parliamentary victory at the Battle of 

Worcester on 3 September 1651. The Diggers were a group begun by Gerrard Winstanley in 

1649 who attempted to reform the existing social order with anagrarian lifestyle based upon their 

ideas for the creation of small egalitarian rural communities. They were one of a number 

of nonconformist dissenting groups that emerged around this time. 

 

4.18TH CENTURY 

4.1. TREATY OF UNION 

In 1701, England, Portugal and the Netherlands sided with the Holy Roman 

Empire against Spain and France in the War of the Spanish Succession. The conflict, which 

France and Spain were to lose, lasted until 1714. The British Empire was territorially enlarged: 

from France, gaining Newfoundland and Acadia, and from 

Spain, Gibraltar and Minorca. Gibraltar, which is still a British overseas territory to this day, 

became a critical naval base and allowed Britain to control the Atlantic entry and exit poin The 

united Kingdom of Great Britain was born on May 1, 1707, shortly after the parliaments 

of Scotland and England had ratified the Treaty of Union of 1706 by each approving Acts of 

Union combining the two parliaments and the two royal titles. Deeper political integration had 

been a key policy of Queen Anne (reigned 1702–14). Under the aegis of the Queen and her 

advisors a Treaty of Union was drawn up, and negotiations between England and Scotland began 

in earnest in 1706.  

During this period The Jacobites wanted to replace the Hanoverian kings with the son of James 

II. They attempted armed invasions to conquer Britain. The major Jacobite Rebellions in 1715 

and 1745 were speedily suppressed. Their defeat at the Battle of Culloden in 1746 ended any 

realistic hope of a Stuart restoration. The great majority of Tories refused to support the 

Jacobites publicly, although there were numerous quiet supporters. 

4.2. WARFARE AND FINANCE 

From 1700 to 1850, Britain was involved in 137 wars or rebellions. Apart from losing 

the American War of Independence, it was generally successful in warfare, and was especially 

successful in financing its military commitments. France and Spain, by contrast, went bankrupt. 

Britain maintained a relatively large and expensive Royal Navy, along with a small standing 

army. When the need arose for soldiers it hired mercenaries or financed allied who fielded 

armies. The rising costs of warfare forced a shift in government financing from the income from 

20

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_IV_of_Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Tudor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Tudor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VII_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Perpetual_Peace_(1502)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Perpetual_Peace_(1502)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Stuart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tudor_dynasty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_of_succession
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_I_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_I_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabethan_era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caroline_era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacobean_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_arts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decorative_arts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_literature#Jacobean_literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_I_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacobean_era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_I_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Interregnum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roundhead
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_modern_Britain#The_First_English_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_modern_Britain#The_Second_English_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_war
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_war
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_I_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_modern_Britain#The_Third_English_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rump_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Worcester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Worcester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diggers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerrard_Winstanley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_order
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agrarian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egalitarian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonconformists
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Dissenters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Spanish_Succession
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newfoundland_(island)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acadia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gibraltar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minorca
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gibraltar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_overseas_territory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_Union_1707
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_Union_1707
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anne,_Queen_of_Great_Britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Francis_Edward_Stuart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Francis_Edward_Stuart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Culloden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_War_of_Independence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy


royal agricultural estates and special imposts and taxes to reliance on customs and excise taxes 

and, after 1790, an income tax. Working with bankers in the City, the government raised large 

loans during wartime and paid them off in peacetime. The rise in taxes amounted to 20% of 

national income, but the private sector benefited from the increase in economic growth. The 

demand for war supplies stimulated the industrial sector, particularly naval supplies, munitions 

and textiles, which gave Britain an advantage in international trade during the postwar years. 

 

5. BRITISH EMPIRE 

The Seven Years' War, which began in 1756, was the first war waged on a global scale, fought in 

Europe, India, North America, the Caribbean, the Philippines and coastal Africa. The signing of 

the Treaty of Paris (1763) had important consequences for Britain and its empire. In North 

America, France's future as a colonial power there was effectively ended with the ceding of New 

France to Britain (leaving a sizeable French-speaking population under British control) 

and Louisiana to Spain. Spain ceded Florida to Britain. In India, theCarnatic War had left France 

still in control of its enclaves but with military restrictions and an obligation to support British 

client states, effectively leaving the future of India to Britain. The British victory over France in 

the Seven Years War therefore left Britain as the world's dominant colonial power.
[19]

 

During the 1760s and 1770s, relations between the Thirteen Colonies and Britain became 

increasingly strained, primarily because of resentment of the British Parliament's ability to tax 

American colonists without their consent. Disagreement turned to violence and in 1775 

the American War of Independence began. The following year, the colonists declared the 

independence of the United States and with economical and naval assistance from France, would 

go on to win the war in 1783. 

In 1770, James Cook became the first European to visit the eastern coast of Australia whilst on a 

scientific voyage to the South Pacific. In 1778, Joseph Banks, Cook's botanist on the voyage, 

presented evidence to the government on the suitability of Botany Bay for the establishment of a 

penal settlement, and in 1787 the first shipment of convicts set sail, arriving in 1788. 
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1.1801 TO 1837 

1.1. UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 

1.2. NAPOLEONIC WARS 

2. VICTORIAN ERA 

2.1. FOREIGN POLICY 

2.2. IRELAND AND THE MOVE TO HOME RULE 

 

 

Список терминов и определений 
1. The title Lord Lieutenant is given to the British monarch's personal representatives in the United 

Kingdom, usually in a county or similar circumscription, with varying tasks throughout history. Usually a 

retired local notable, senior military officer, peer or business person is given the post honorarily. Both 

men and women are eligible for the post. Lord Lieutenants have virtually no role in local government, nor 

are they responsible for promulgating local ordinances in the monarch's name. 

2. The Russo-Turkish War of 1877–78  was a conflict between the Ottoman Empire and the Eastern 

Orthodox coalition led by the Russian Empire and composed of several Balkan countries. Fought in 

the Balkans and in the Caucasus, it originated in emerging 19th-century Balkan nationalism. Additional 

factors include the Russian hopes of recovering territorial losses suffered during the Crimean War, re-

establishing itself in the Black Sea and supporting the political movement attempting to free Balkan 

nations from the Ottoman Empire. 

3. Catholic emancipation or Catholic relief was a process in the kingdoms of Great 

Britain and Ireland in the late 18th century and early 19th century that involved reducing and removing 

many of the restrictions on Roman Catholics introduced by the Act of Uniformity, the Test Acts and 

the penal laws..From the death of James Francis Edward Stuart in January 1766, the papacy recognised 

the Hanoverian dynasty as lawful rulers of England, Scotland and Ireland, after a gap of 70 years, and 

thereafter the penal laws started to be dismantled. The most significant measure was the Roman Catholic 

Relief Act of 1829, which removed the most substantial restrictions on Roman Catholicism in the United 

Kingdom. 

 

Краткое содержание лекции 

 

1.1801 TO 1837 

1.1. UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 

Despite being a kingdom in its own right, Ireland before 1801 did not have full sovereignty. 

The Kingdom of Ireland was a settler state, with the monarch of England holding sovereignty. Its 

government was headed by a Lord Lieutenant and his Chief Secretary, who were responsible to 

the government of Great Britain rather than to the Parliament of Ireland. Before theConstitution 

of 1782, the Irish parliament was also severely fettered, and decisions in Irish courts could be 

overturned on appeal to the British House of Lords in London. 

Ireland gained a degree of independence in the 1780s thanks to Henry Grattan. During this time 

the effects of the penal laws on the majority Catholic population were reduced, and Catholics 

were granted the franchise in 1794; however, they were still excluded from becoming members 

of the Irish House of Commons. This brief period of limited independence came to an end 

following the Irish Rebellion of 1798, which occurred during the British war with revolutionary 

France. The British government's fear of an independent Ireland siding against them with the 

French resulted in the decision to unite the two countries. This was brought about by legislation 

in the parliaments of both kingdoms, and came into effect on 1 January 1801.  

1.2. NAPOLEONIC WARS 

During the War of the Second Coalition (1799–1801), Britain occupied most of the French and 

Dutch colonies (the Netherlands had been a satellite of France since 1796), but tropical diseases 

claimed the lives of over 40,000 troops. When the Treaty of Amiens ended the war, Britain was 

forced to return most of the colonies. The peace settlement was in effect only a ceasefire, and 

Napoleon continued to provoke the British by attempting a trade embargo on the country and by 

occupying the German city of Hanover (a fief of the British crown). In May 1803, war was 
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declared again. Napoleon's plans to invade Britain failed due to the inferiority of his navy, and in 

1805, Lord Nelson's fleet decisively defeated the French and Spanish at Trafalgar, which was the 

last significant naval action of the Napoleonic Wars. 

In 1806, Napoleon issued the series of Berlin Decrees, which brought into effect the Continental 

System. This policy aimed to eliminate the threat of the United Kingdom by closing French-

controlled territory to its trade. 

The Spanish uprising in 1808 at last permitted Britain to gain a foothold on the Continent. The 

Duke of Wellington and his army of British and Portuguese gradually pushed the French out of 

Spain and in early 1814, as Napoleon was being driven back in the east by the Prussians, 

Austrians and Russians, Wellington invaded southern France. After Napoleon's surrender and 

exile to the island of Elba, peace appeared to have returned, but when he escaped back into 

France in 1815, the British and their allies had to fight him again. The armies of Wellington and 

Von Blucher defeated Napoleon once and for all at Waterloo. 

 

2. VICTORIAN ERA 

The Victorian era was the period of Queen Victoria's rule between 1837 and 1901 which 

signified the height of the British Industrial Revolution and the apex of the British Empire. Her 

long reign saw Britain reach the zenith of its economic and political power, with the introduction 

of steam ships, railroads, photography, and the telegraph. Britain again remained mostly inactive 

in Continental politics. 

The Victorian era is famous for the Victorian standards of personal morality. Historians 

generally agree that the middle classes held high personal moral standards (and usually followed 

them), but have debated whether the working classes followed suit. Moralists in the late 19th 

century such as Henry Mayhew decried the slums for their supposed high levels 

of cohabitation without marriage and illegitimate births. However, new research using 

computerized matching of data files shows that the rates of cohabitation then were quote low — 

under 5% — for the working class and the poor.  

2.1. FOREIGN POLICY 

The Great London Exhibition of 1851 clearly demonstrated Britain's dominance in engineering 

and industry; that lasted until the rise of the United States and Germany in the 1890s. 

One nagging fear was the possible collapse of the Ottoman Empire. It was well understood that a 

collapse of that country would set off a scramble for its territory and possibly plunge Britain into 

war. To head that off Britain sought to keep the Russians from occupying Constantinople and 

taking over the Bosporous Straits, as well as from threatening India via Afghanistan. In 1853, 

Britain and France intervened in the Crimean War against Russia. Despite mediocre generalship, 

they managed to capture the Russian port of Sevastopol, compelling Tsar Nicholas I to ask for 

peace. The next Russo-Ottoman war in 1877 led to another European intervention, although this 

time at the negotiating table. 

During the American Civil War (1861–1865), British leaders favoured the Confederacy, a major 

source of cotton for textile mills. The British sold arms to both sides, built blockade runners for a 

lucrative trade with the Confederacy, and surreptitiously allowed warships to be built for the 

Confederacy.  

In 1867, Britain united most of its North American colonies as the Dominion of Canada, giving 

it self-government and responsibility for its own defence, but Canada did not have an 

independent foreign policy until 1931. Several of the colonies temporarily refused to join the 

Dominion despite pressure from both Canada and Britain; the last one, Newfoundland, held out 

until 1949. The second half of the 19th century saw a huge expansion of Britain's colonial 

empire, mostly in Africa.  

The British imperial vision called for control over these new countries, and the Dutch-speaking 

"Boers" (or "Afrikaners") fought back in the War in 1899–1902. Outgunned by a mighty empire, 

the Boers waged a guerrilla war (which certain other British territories would later employ to 

attain independence). This gave the British regulars a difficult fight, but their weight of numbers, 
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superior equipment, and often brutal tactics, eventually brought about a British victory. The Boer 

republics were merged into the Union of South Africa in 1910; this had internal self-government, 

but its foreign policy was controlled by London and it was an integral part of the British Empire.  

2.2. IRELAND AND THE MOVE TO HOME RULE 

Part of the agreement which led to the 1800 Act of Union stipulated that the Penal Laws in 

Ireland were to be repealed and Catholic emancipation granted. However King George 

IIIblocked emancipation, arguing that to grant it would break his coronation oath to defend 

the Anglican Church. A campaign by the lawyer Daniel O'Connell, and the death of George III, 

led to the concession of Catholic Emancipation in 1829, allowing Roman Catholics to sit in the 

Parliament of the United Kingdom 

 A Church of Ireland former Tory barrister turned nationalist campaigner,Isaac Butt, established 

a new moderate nationalist movement, the Home Rule League, in the 1870s. After Butt's death 

the Home Rule Movement, or the Irish Parliamentary Partyas it had become known, was turned 

into a major political force under the guidance of William Shaw and a radical young Protestant 

landowner, Charles Stewart Parnell. 

Parnell's movement campaigned for "Home Rule", by which they meant that Ireland would 

govern itself as a region within the United Kingdom. Two Home Rule Bills (1886 and 1893) 

were introduced by Liberal Prime Minister William Ewart Gladstone, but neither became law, 

mainly due to opposition from the Conservative Party and the House of Lords. The issue was a 

source of contention throughout Ireland, as a significant majority of Unionists (largely but not 

exclusively based in Ulster), opposed Home Rule, fearing that a Catholic Nationalist ("Rome 

Rule") Parliament in Dublin would discriminate or retaliate against them, impose Roman 

Catholic doctrine, and impose tariffs on industry. While most of Ireland was primarily 

agricultural, six of the counties in Ulster were the location of heavy industry and would be 

affected by any tariff barriers imposed. 
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1.5. THE ECONOMY IN THE LATE 20
TH

 CENTURY 

2. THE BEGINNING OF THE 21TH CENTURY 

2.1. WAR IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ, AND TERRORIST ATTACKS AT HOME 

2.2. NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT IN SCOTLAND 

2.3. THE 2008 ECONOMIC CRISIS 

2.4. THE 2010 COALITION GOVERNMENT 

 

 

Список терминов и определений 
1. The Labour Party is a centre-left political party in the United Kingdom. It has been described as 

a broad church, containing a diversity of ideological trends from strongly socialist, to more 

moderately social democratic. Founded in 1900, the Labour Party overtook the Liberal Party in general 

elections during the early 1920s. The party was in awartime coalition from 1940 to 1945. Labour was also 

in government from 1964 to 1970 under Harold Wilson and from 1974 to 1979, first under Wilson and 

then James Callaghan. 

2. Following the outbreak of World War I in 1914, the German Army opened the Western Front by first 

invading Luxembourg and Belgium, then gaining military control of important industrial regions in 

France. The tide of the advance was dramatically turned with the Battle of the Marne. Following the race 

to the sea, both sides dug in along a meandering line of fortified trenches, stretching from the North 

Sea to the Swiss frontier with France. This line remained essentially unchanged for most of the war. 

3. The Easter Rising  also known as the Easter Rebellion, was an armed insurrection staged in Ireland 

during Easter Week, 1916. The Rising was mounted by Irish republicans with the aims of ending British 

rule in Ireland, seceding from theUnited Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and establishing an 

independent Irish Republic at a time when the United Kingdom was heavily engaged in World War I.  

4. The Battle of Britain (German: Luftschlacht um England, literally "Air battle for England") is the 

name given to the Second World War air campaign waged by the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) against 

the United Kingdom during the summer and autumn of 1940. The name is derived from a famous 

speech delivered by Prime Minister Winston Churchill in the House of Commons: "... the Battle of 

France is over. I expect that the Battle of Britain is about to begin.  

5. The Troubles is the common name for the ethno-nationalist conflict in Northern Ireland that spilled 

over at various times into the Republic of Ireland, England and mainland Europe. The Troubles began in 

the late 1960s and is considered by many to have ended with the Belfast Good Friday Agreement of 

1998. However, sporadic violence has continued since then. 

6. In politics and economics, Black Wednesday refers to 16 September 1992 when the 

British Conservative government was forced to withdraw the pound sterling from the European Exchange 

Rate Mechanism (ERM) after they were unable to keep it above its agreed lower limit. George Soros, the 

most high profile of the currency market investors, made over 1 billion GBP profit byshort 

selling sterling.In 1997 the UK Treasury estimated the cost of Black Wednesday at £3.4 billion,with other 

sources giving estimates as high as £27 billion.  

7. The War on Terror, also known as the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT) is a term commonly 

applied to an international military campaign which started as a result of the 11 September 2001 terrorist 

attacks on the United States. This resulted in an international military campaign to eliminate al-Qaeda and 

other militant organizations. The United Kingdom and many other NATO and non-NATO nations such as 

Pakistan participate in the conflict. 

8. Quantitative easing (QE) is an unconventional monetary policy used by central banks to stimulate the 

economy when standard monetary policy has become ineffective. A central bank implements quantitative 

easing by buying specified amounts of financial assets from commercial banks and other private 

institutions, thus increasing the monetary base and lowering the yield on those financial assets.  

 

Краткое содержание лекции 

Queen Victoria died in 1901 and her son Edward VII became king, inaugurating the Edwardian 

Era, which was characterised by great and ostentatious displays of wealth. With the event of the 

20th century, things such as motion pictures, automobiles, and aeroplanes were coming into use. 

The new century was characterised by a feeling of great optimism. The social reforms of the last 

century continued into the 20th with the Labour Party being formed in 1900. Edward died in 

1910, to be succeeded by George V.  
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1. 20
TH

 CENTURY 

1.1. WORLD WAR I 

In June 1914, the Austrian archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated by a Serbian nationalist, 

leading to war between those two countries. The system of alliances caused a local conflict to 

engulf the entire continent. The United Kingdom was part of the Triple Entente with France and 

Russia, while the German Empire, the Austrian-Hungarian Empire were allied. Following the 

death of the Austrian archduke, the Austrian-Hungarian Empire attacked Serbia allied to Russia. 

Russia then declared war on the Austrian-Hungarian Empire leading Germany to enter into war 

against Russia.  

Along the Western Front the British and French launched repeated assaults on the German trench 

lines in 1915–1916, which killed and wounded hundreds of thousands, but failed to accomplish 

anything significant. The navy continued to dominate the seas, fighting the German fleet to a 

draw in the great 1916 Battle of Jutland. But a sensational defeat inflicted on a British squadron 

off the coast of South America by the Germans in November 1914 (battle of Coronel) marked 

the first time since the War of 1812 that Britain had lost a naval engagement outright. A British 

blockade of Germany also caused widespread food and fuel shortages there. 

On other fronts, the British, French, Australians, and Japanese occupied Germany's colonies and 

Britain fought the Ottoman Empire in Palestine and Mesopotamia. An Allied attempt to 

capture Constantinople in 1915 (the Gallipoli Campaign) ended in disaster, costing the lives of 

over 200,000 men. In the spring of 1918, Germany could now devote most of its resources to the 

Western Front. The war had been won by Britain and its allies, but at a terrible cost, creating a 

sentiment that wars should never be fought again.  

1.2. PARTITION OF IRELAND AND IRISH INDEPENDENCE 

In 1912, the Irish Party had a further Home Rule bill passed by the House of Commons but was 

defeated in the House of Lords, as was the bill of 1893, but by this time the House of Lords had 

lost its veto on legislation under the 1911 Parliament Act and could only delay the bill by two 

years: until it was enacted as the Government of Ireland Act 1914.  

A unilaterally declared "Irish Republic" was proclaimed in Dublin in 1916 during the Easter 

Rising. The uprising was quelled after six days of fighting and most of its leaders were court-

martialled by General Maxwell and swiftly executed. This led to a major increase in support in 

Ireland for the insurgents. An attempt made by David Lloyd George to introduce Home Rule at 

the close of the 1917-18 Irish Convention, failed due to a dual policy of simultaneously 

imposing conscription on Ireland. As a result in the December 1918 General Election Sinn 

Féin won a majority of seats, its MPs refusing to take their seats at Westminster, instead 

choosing to sit in the First Dáil parliament in Dublin. A declaration of independence was ratified 

by Dáil Éireann, the self-declared Republic's parliament in January 1919.  

The Anglo-Irish Treaty of December 1921, negotiated between teams representing the British 

and Irish Republic's governments, and ratified by three parliaments, established the Irish Free 

State, which was initially a British Empire Dominion in the same vein as Canada or South 

Africa. The moribund declared Irish Republic then triggered an Irish Civil War. The Irish Free 

State subsequently left the British Commonwealth and became the Republic of 

Ireland after World War II, without constitutional ties with the United Kingdom. Six northern, 

predominantly Protestant, Irish counties (Northern Ireland) have remained part of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Northern Ireland was created by the Government of Ireland Act 1920, enacted by the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland parliament in May 1921. Southern Ireland never came into 

being as a real state and was superseded by the Irish Free State in 1922. That state is now known 

as the Republic of Ireland. 

1. 3. WORLD WAR II 

Britain, along with the dominions and the rest of the Empire, declared war on Nazi Germany in 

1939, after the German invasion of Poland. Hostilities with Japan began in December 1941, after 
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it attacked Hong Kong. Britain formed close bonds with the Soviet Union (starting in 1941) and 

the United States (starting in 1940), with the U.S. giving $40 billion in munitions through Lend 

Lease; Canada also gave aid. (The American and British aid did not have to be repaid, but there 

were also loans that were repaid.) 

As France collapsed under German onslaught in spring 1940 the British with the thinnest of 

margins rescued the main British army from Dunkirk (as well as many French soldiers), leaving 

their munitions and supplies behind. Winston Churchill came to power, promising to fight the 

Germans to the very end. The Germans threatened an invasion—which the Royal Navy was 

prepared to repel. First the Germans tried to achieve air supremacy but were defeated by the 

Royal Air Force in the Battle of Britain in late summer 1940. 

The media called it a "people's war" -- a term that caught on and signified the popular demand 

for planning and an expanded welfare state. The Royal family played major symbolic roles in the 

war. They refused to leave London during the Blitz and were indefatigable in visiting troops, 

munition factories, dockyards, and hospitals all over the country. Princess Elizabeth joined 

the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS—a part of the army) and repaired trucks and jeeps. All 

social classes appreciated how the royals shared the hopes, fears and hardships of the people. 

1. 4. EMPIRE TO COMMONWEALTH 

Britain's control over its Empire loosened during the interwar period. Nationalism strengthened 

in other parts of the empire, particularly in India and in Egypt. 

Between 1867 and 1910, the UK had granted Australia, Canada, and New Zealand "Dominion" 

status (near complete autonomy within the Empire). They became charter members of the 

Commonwealth of Nations. Beginning with the independence of India andPakistan in 1947, 

today, most of Britain's former colonies belong to the Commonwealth, almost all of them as 

independent members. There are, however, 13 former British colonies, 

includingBermuda, Gibraltar, the Falkland Islands, and others, which have elected to continue 

their political links with London and are known as British Overseas Territories. 

In the 1960s, moderate unionist Prime Minister of Northern Ireland Terence O'Neill tried to 

reform the system and give a greater voice to Catholics who comprised 40% of the population of 

Northern Ireland. His goals were blocked by militant Protestants. The increasing pressures from 

nationalists for reform and from unionists for No surrender led to the appearance of the civil 

rights movement under figures like John Hume, Austin Currie and others. Clashes escalated out 

of control as the army could barely contain the Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA) and 

the Ulster Defence Association. London shut down Northern Ireland's parliament and began 

direct rule. By the 1990s, the failure of the IRA campaign to win mass public support or achieve 

its aim of a British withdrawal led to negotiations that in 1998 produced the 'Good Friday 

Agreement'. It won popular support and largely ended the Troubles.  

1.5. THE ECONOMY IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY 

After the relative prosperity of the 1950s and 1960s, the UK experienced extreme industrial strife 

and stagflation through the 1970s following a global economic downturn. A strict modernisation 

of its economy began under the controversial leader Margaret Thatcherduring the 1980s, which 

saw a time of record unemployment as deindustrialisation saw the end of much of the country's 

manufacturing industries but also a time of economic boom as stock markets became liberalised 

and State-owned industries becameprivatised. However the miners' strike of 1984–1985 saw the 

end of most of the UK's coal mining. 

After the economic boom of the 1980s a brief but severe recession occurred in 1992 following 

the economic chaos of Black Wednesday under the John Major government. However the rest of 

the 1990s saw the beginning of a period of continuous economic growth that lasted over 16 years 

and was greatly expanded under the New Labour government of Tony Blair following his 

landslide election victory in 1997 

Britain's wish to join the Common Market (as the European Economic Community was known 

in Britain) was first expressed in July 1961 by the Macmillan government, was negotiated 

by Edward Heath as Lord Privy Seal, but was vetoed in 1963 by French President Charles de 
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Gaulle. After initially hesitating over the issue, Harold Wilson's Labour Government lodged the 

UK's second application (in May 1967) to join the European Community, as it was now called. 

Like the first, though, it was vetoed by de Gaulle in November that year. 

The Single European Act (SEA) was the first major revision of the 1957 Treaty of Rome. In 

1987/7, the Conservative government underMargaret Thatcher enacted it into UK law.  

The Maastricht Treaty transformed the European Community into the European Union. In 1992, 

the Conservative government under John Major ratified it, against the opposition of his 

backbench Maastricht Rebels. 

The Treaty of Lisbon introduced many changes to the treaties of the Union. Prominent changes 

included more qualified majority voting in the Council of Ministers, increased involvement of 

the European Parliament in the legislative process through extended codecisionwith the Council 

of Ministers, eliminating the pillar system and the creation of a President of the European 

Council with a term of two and a half years and a High Representative of the Union for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy to present a united position on EU policies. The Treaty of Lisbon 

will also make the Union's human rights charter, the Charter of Fundamental Rights, legally 

binding. The Lisbon Treaty also leads to an increase in the voting weight of the UK in 

the Council of the European Union from 8.4% to 12.4%. In July 2008, the Labour government 

under Gordon Brown approved the treaty and the Queen ratified it.
 

 

2. THE BEGINNING OF THE 21TH CENTURY 

2.1. WAR IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ, AND TERRORIST ATTACKS AT HOME 

In the 2001 General Election, the Labour Party won a second successive victory, though voter 

turnout dropped to the lowest level for more than 80 years. Later that year, the September 11th 

attacks in the United States led to American President George W. Bushlaunching the War on 

Terror, beginning with the invasion of Afghanistan aided by British troops in October 2001. 

Thereafter, with the US focus shifting to Iraq, Tony Blair decided to support the United States in 

the 2003 invasion of Iraq, despite huge anti-war marches held in London and Glasgow. Forty-six 

thousand British troops, one-third of the total strength of the British Army's land forces, were 

deployed to assist with the invasion of Iraq and thereafter British armed forces were responsible 

for security in southern Iraq in the run-up to the Iraqi elections of January 2005. 

The Labour Party won the 2005 general election and a third consecutive term in office despite 

support dropping to just 35% of those who voted. However the effects of the War on 

Terror following 9/11 increased the threat of international terrorists plotting attacks against the 

UK. On 7 July 2005, a series of four suicide bombings struck London's public transport system 

during the morning rush hour. The four incidents killed a total of 52 commuters, in addition to 

the four bombers. Later in 2007, Muslim extremists drove a Jeep Cherokee, loaded with propane 

canisters, into the glass doors of Glasgow International Airport, setting it ablaze. The intention 

was to drive the vehicle into the airport and have the car explode inside the terminal, but the car 

was hindered by security bollards, causing no civilian deaths. 

2.2. NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT IN SCOTLAND 

On 11 September 1997, (on the 700th anniversary of the Scottish victory over the English at 

the Battle of Stirling Bridge), a referendum was held on establishing a devolved Scottish 

Parliament. This resulted in an overwhelming 'yes' vote both to establishing the parliament and 

granting it limited tax varying powers. 2007 saw the first ever election victory for the pro-

independence Scottish National Party (SNP) in the Scottish Parliament elections. They formed 

a minority government with plans to hold a referendum before 2011 to seek a mandate "to 

negotiate with the Government of the United Kingdom to achieve independence for 

Scotland." Most opinion polls show minority support for independence, although support varies 

depending on the nature of the question. The response of the unionist parties was to establish 

the Calman Commission to examine further devolution of powers, a position that had the support 

of the Prime Minister.  
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Responding to the findings of the review, the UK government announced on 25 November 2009, 

that new powers would be devolved to the Scottish Government, notably on how it can raise tax 

and carry out capital borrowing, and the running of Scottish Parliament elections.   The proposal 

was criticised by the UK parliament opposition parties for not proposing to implement any 

changes before the next general election. The 2011 election saw a decisive victory for the SNP 

which was able to form a majority government intent on delivering a referendum on 

independence.   

2.3. THE 2008 ECONOMIC CRISIS 

In the wake of the global economic crisis of 2008, the United Kingdom economy contracted, 

experiencing negative economic growth throughout 2009. The announcement in November 2008 

that the economy had shrunk for the first time since late 1992 brought an end to 16 years of 

continuous economic growth. Causes included an end to the easy credit of the preceding years, 

reduction in consumption and substantial depreciation of sterling (which fell 25% against the 

euro between January 2008 and January 2009),
[65]

leading to increased import costs, notably of 

oil. 

On 8 October 2008, the British Government announced a bank rescue package of around £500 

billion ($850 billion at the time). The plan comprised three parts.: £200 billion to be made 

available to the banks in the Bank of England's Special Liquidity Scheme; the Government was 

to increase the banks' market capitalization, through the Bank Recapitalization Fund, with an 

initial £25 billion and another £25 billion to be provided if needed; and the Government was to 

temporarily underwrite any eligible lending between British banks up to around £250 billion. 

With the UK officially coming out of recession in the fourth quarter of 2009 - ending six 

consecutive quarters of economic decline - the Bank of England decided against 

further quantitative easing. 

2.4. THE 2010 COALITION GOVERNMENT 

The United Kingdom General Election of 6 May 2010 resulted in the first hung parliament since 

1974, with the Conservative Party winning the largest number of seats, but falling short of the 

326 seats required for an overall majority. Following this, the Conservatives and the Liberal 

Democrats agreed to form the first coalition government for the UK since the end of the WW2, 

with David Cameron becoming Prime Minister and Nick Clegg Deputy Prime Minister. 

Under the coalition government, British military aircraft participated in the UN-

mandated intervention in the 2011 Libyan civil war, flying a total of 3,000 air sorties against 

forces loyal to the Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi between March and October 2011.  

 In late October 2011, the Heads of Government of the Commonwealth of Nations voted to grant 

gender equality in the British royal succession, ending the male-preference primogeniture that 

was mandated by the 1701 Act of Settlement. The amendment also ended the ban on the 

monarch marrying a Catholic. 
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Лекция 8. 

EARLY HISTORY OF THE USA 

 

Список вопросов 

1. THE PALEOZOIC ERA 

2. THE MESOZOIC ERA 

3. THE CENOZOIC ERA 

 

 

 

Список терминов и определений 

 

1. Mammals are a clade of endothermic amniotes distinguished from the reptiles and the birds by the 

possession of hair, three middle ear bones, mammary glands in females, and a neocortex (a region of the 

brain). The mammalian brain regulates body temperature and the circulatory system, including the four-

chambered heart. The mammals include the largest animals on the planet, the rorquals and some other 

whales, as well as some of the most intelligent, such as elephants, some primates and some cetaceans 

2. The Cretaceous–Paleogene extinction event, formerly known as the Cretaceous–Tertiary 

extinction, was a mass extinction of some three-quarters of plant and animal species on Earth—including 

all non-avian dinosaurs—that occurred over a geologically short period of time 66 million years ago. It 

marked the end of the Cretaceous period and with it, the entire Mesozoic Era, opening the Cenozoic Era 

which continues today. 

3. The Eocene epoch, lasting from 56 to 33.9 million years ago, is a major division of the geologic 

timescale and the second epoch of the Paleogene Period in the Cenozoic Era.  The start of the Eocene is 

marked by a brief period in which the concentration of the carbon isotope  in the atmosphere was 

exceptionally low in comparison with the more common isotope. As with other geologic periods, 

the strata that define the start and end of the epoch are well identified though their exact dates are slightly 

uncertain. 

 

Краткое содержание лекции 

 

1. THE PALEOZOIC ERA 

The prehistory of the United States comprises the occurrences within regions now part of 

the United States of America during the interval of time spanning from the formation of the 

Earth to the documentation of local history in written form. At the start of the Paleozoic era, 

what is now "North" America was actually in the southern hemisphere. Marine life flourished in 

the country's many seas, although terrestrial life had not yet evolved. During the latter part of the 

Paleozoic, seas were largely replaced by swamps home toamphibians and early reptiles. When 

the continents had assembled into Pangaea drier conditions prevailed. The evolutionary 

precursors to mammals dominated the country until a mass extinction event ended their reign.  

The Permian ended with the most destructive mass extinction in all of earth’s history. Globally 

up to 96% of all species may have disappeared. Rugose and tabulate corals went 

extinct. The cryptostome and trepostome bryozoans also went extinct at this time despite their 

long history of diversity and abundance earlier in the Paleozoic. Brachiopods suffered greatly 

and never regained their previous numbers or variety. Ammonoids lost all but one 

family. Eurypterids and trilobites went extinct. Blastoids went extinct. Crinoids lost all but one 

family. The echinoids just squeaked past; only one genus is known to have survived. Typical 
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survivors were small detritivores and sediments feeders. The worst losses were among filter 

feeders and carnivores. 

 

2. THE MESOZOIC ERA 
The Triassic, first period of the Mesozoic era followed. Dinosaurs evolved and began their rise to 

dominance, quickly spreading into the United States. Soon Pangaea began to split up and North 

America began drifting north and westward. During the latter Jurassic, the floodplains of the 

western states were home to dinosaurs like Allosaurus, Apatosaurus, andStegosaurus. During 

the Cretaceous, the Gulf of Mexico expanded until it split North America in 

half. Plesiosaurs and mosasaurs swam in its waters. Later into the period it began to withdraw 

and the coastal plains of the western states were home to dinosaurs 

like Edmontosaurus, Triceratops, and Tyrannosaurus. Another mass extinction ended the reign 

of the dinosaurs. 

The Cretaceous ended with another mass extinction. This one was the second most devastating in 

geologic history. Roughly half of all animal families went extinct. Ammonoids and belemnoids 

were among the marine invertebrates extinguished. Planktonic foraminiferans barely survived. 

Two thirds of coral species went extinct. About half of sponge families went extinct. Bivalves, 

bryozoans, and gastropods also sustained heavy losses. The major Mesozoic marine reptile 

groups went extinct. On land, the non-avian dinosaurs and pterosaurs went extinct.
[
The most 

popular explanation for the mass extinction at the end of the Cretaceous is that it resulted from a 

meteorite impact. This impact would explain the presence of high levels of the heavy element 

iridium in sediments from the time. Iridium is very rare in earth's crust but much more common 

in meteors. Dinosaurs were widespread within the regions now composing the modern United 

States. Dinosaur fossils are known to have been preserved 

 

 

3. THE CENOZOIC ERA 

The Cenozoic era began afterward. The inland sea of the Cretaceous gradually vanished and 

mammals were beginning to dominate the land. During the Eocene the western states were home 

to small primitive camels and horses as well as the carnivorous creodonts. Soon mammals had 

entered the oceans and the early whale Basilosaurus swam the coastal waters of the 

southeast. Rhino-like titanotheres dominated Oligocene South Dakota. From this point on the 

climate in the United States cooled until the Pleistocene, when glaciersspread. Saber-toothed 

cats, wooly mammoths, mastodons, and dire wolves roamed the land. Humans arrived across a 

land bridge between Siberia and Alaska and may have played a role in hunting these animals into 

extinction. 

Following the Oligocene temperatures began to decline, and with it warm-weather vegetation 

was forced southward into lower latitudes. By the Miocene some sharks, which had been 

increasing in size since the Eocene, were over 60 feet long. Mastodons arrived in North America 

by crossing the Bering land bridge from the old world during the Miocene as well. The oreodonts 

went extinct during the Pliocene. By the time the Pliocene ended more 

modern carnivores like wolves and cats appeared. Notable among the latter group were 

the saber-toothed cats. Wooly mammoths became abundant across the US during the late 

Tertiary. During the late Pleistocene, the large volumes of water were held frozen as part 

of glaciers. This caused a drop in sea level, which exposed a land bridge between Asia and 

Alaska. Humans crossed over this bridge and started becoming abundant in North America 

between 11,000 and 12,000 years ago. Despite withstanding the fluctuating climate and 

concomitant advance and retreat of glaciers, around 10,000 years ago around 32 genera of large 

mammals suddenly went extinct. Horses were locally extirpated during these end-Pleistocene 

megafauna extinctions. Some paleontologists attribute these extinctions to the arrival of early 

humans, who over hunted the local large game. Under this model, the disappearance of saber-
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toothed cats and other contemporary predators would be explained by the loss of their primary 

source of food. However, this explanation is still controversial. 
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Лекция 9. 

COLONIAL LIFE IN THE USA 

 

Список вопросов 

 

1. PRE-COLUMBIAN ERA 

2. COLONIAL PERIOD 

2.1. SPANISH, DUTCH, AND FRENCH COLONIZATION 

2.2. BRITISH COLONIZATION 

 

 

 

Список терминов и определений 
1. The last glacial period, popularly known as the Ice Age, was the most recent glacial period within 

the current ice age occurring during the last years of the Pleistocene, from approximately 110,000 to 

12,000 years ago. 

2. Christopher Columbus (born between October 31, 1450 and October 30, 1451 – 20 May 1506) was 

an Italian explorer, navigator, and colonizer, born in the Republic of Genoa (Italy). Under the auspices of 

the Catholic Monarchs of Spain, he completed four voyages across the Atlantic Ocean that led to general 

European awareness of theAmerican continents. Those voyages, and his efforts to establish permanent 

settlements on the island of Hispaniola, initiated the Spanish colonization of the New World. 

3. The Louisiana Purchase  was the acquisition by the United States of America in 1803 of 828,000 

square miles of France's claim to the territory of Louisiana. The U.S. paid 50 million francsplus 

cancellation of debts worth 18 million francs ($3,750,000), for a total sum of 15 million dollars (less than 

3 cents per acre) for the Louisiana territory. 

4.The Indian Massacre of 1622 took place in the English Colony of Virginia, when braves of 

the Powhatan Confederacy "came unarmed into our houses with deer, turkeys, fish, fruits, and other 

provisions to sell us". Suddenly the Powhatan grabbed any tools or weapons available to them and killed 

any English settlers who were in sight, including men, women and children of all ages. A coordinated 
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series of surprise attacks of the Powhatan Confederacy killed 347 people, a quarter of the English 

population of Jamestown. 

5. The American frontier comprises the geography, history, folklore, and cultural expression of life in 

the forward wave of American westward expansion that began with English colonial settlements in the 

early 17th century and ended with the admission of the last mainland territories as states in the early 20th 

century. Enormous popular attention in the media focuses on the Western United States in the second half 

of the nineteenth century, a period sometimes called the Old West, or the Wild West. 

 

Краткое содержание лекции 

1. PRE-COLUMBIAN ERA 

It is not definitively known how or when the Native Americans first settled the Americas and the 

present-day United States. The prevailing theory proposes that people migrated 

fromEurasia across Beringia, a land bridge that connected Siberia to present-day Alaska, and 

then spread southward throughout the Americas. This migration may have begun as early as 

30,000 years ago and continued through to about 10,000+ years ago, when the land bridge 

became submerged by the rising sea level caused by the ending of the last glacial period. These 

early inhabitants, called Paleoamericans, soon diversified into many hundreds of culturally 

distinct nations and tribes. 

The pre-Columbian era incorporates all period subdivisions in the history and prehistory of the 

Americas before the appearance of significant European influences on the Americancontinents, 

spanning the time of the original settlement in the Upper Paleolithic period to European 

colonization during the Early Modern period. While technically referring to the era 

before Christopher Columbus' voyages of 1492 to 1504, in practice the term usually includes the 

history of American indigenous cultures until they were conquered or significantly influenced by 

Europeans, even if this happened decades or even centuries after Columbus' initial landing. 

 

2. COLONIAL PERIOD 

After a period of exploration sponsored by major European nations, the first settlements were 

established in 1607. Europeans brought horses, cattle, and hogs to the Americas and, in turn, 

took back to Europe maize, turkeys, potatoes, tobacco, beans, and squash. Many explorers and 

early settlers died after being exposed to new diseases in the Americas. The effects of new 

Eurasian diseases carried by the colonists, especially smallpox and measles, was much worse for 

the Native Americans, as they had no immunity to them. Theysuffered epidemics and died in 

very large numbers, usually before large-scale European settlement began. Their societies were 

disrupted and hollowed out by the scale of deaths. 

2.1. SPANISH, DUTCH, AND FRENCH COLONIZATION 

Spanish explorers were the first Europeans with Christopher Columbus' second expedition, 

which reached Puerto Rico on November 19, 1493; others reached Florida in 1513.Quickly 

Spanish expeditions reached the Appalachian Mountains, the Mississippi River, the Grand 

Canyon and the Great Plains. In 1540, Hernando de Soto undertook an extensive exploration of 

Southeast. Also in 1540 Francisco Vásquez de Coronado explored from Arizona to central 

Kansas. The Spanish sent some settlers, creating the first permanent European settlement in the 

continental United States at St. Augustine, Florida in 1565, but it attracted few permanent 

settlers. Spanish settlements that grew to become important cities include Santa 

Fe, Albuquerque, San Antonio, Tucson, San Diego, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara and San 

Francisco. 

River Valley, where they traded furs with the Native Americans to the north and were a barrier 

to Yankee expansion from New England. The Dutch were Calvinists who built the Reformed 

Church in America, but they were tolerant of other religions and cultures. The colony was taken 

over by Britain in 1664.  

New France was the area colonized by France from 1534 to 1763. French villages along 

the Mississippi and Illinois rivers were based in farming communities that served as a granary 
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for Gulf Coast settlements. The French settled New Orleans, Mobile and Biloxi, and established 

plantations in Louisiana. 

The Wabanaki Confederacy became military allies of New France through the four French and 

Indian Wars, while the British colonies were allied with the Iroquois Confederacy. During 

the French and Indian War, the North American front of the Seven Years War, New England 

fought successfully against French Acadia. The British removed Acadians from Acadia (Nova 

Scotia) and replaced them withNew England Planters. Eventually, some Acadians resettled in 

Louisiana, where they developed a distinctive rural Cajun culture that still exists. They became 

American citizens in 1803 with the Louisiana Purchase.  

2.2. BRITISH COLONIZATION 

The Mayflower, which transported Pilgrims to the New World. During the first winter at 

Plymouth, about half of the Pilgrims died.  

The first successful English colony was established in 1607, on the James 

River at Jamestown which began the American Frontier. It languished for decades until a new 

wave of settlers arrived in the late 17th century and established commercial agriculture based on 

tobacco. Between the late 1610s and the Revolution, the British shipped an estimated 50,000 

convicts to their American colonies. The next stage was the 1622 Powhatan uprising in Virginia, 

in which Native Americans killed hundreds of English settlers. The largest conflict between 

Native Americans and English settlers in the 17th century was King Philip's War in New 

England; TheYamasee War in South Carolina was as bloody. After the massacre of Jamestown 

settlers in 1622 the colonists in the South feared all natives as enemies. 

New England was initially settled primarily by Puritans who established the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony in 1630, although there was a small earlier settlement in 1620 by a similar group, the 

Pilgrims, at Plymouth Colony. The Middle Colonies, consisting of the present-day states of New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, were characterized by a large degree of 

diversity. The first attempted English settlement south of Virginia was the Province of Carolina, 

with Georgia Colony the last of the Thirteen Colonies established in 1733. 

Each of the 13 American colonies had a slightly different governmental structure. Typically a 

colony was ruled by a governor appointed from London who controlled the executive 

administration and relied upon a locally elected legislature to vote taxes and make laws. By the 

18th century, the American colonies were growing very rapidly because of ample supplies of 

land and food, and low death rates. They were richer than most parts of Britain, and attracted a 

steady flow of immigrants. The tobacco and rice plantations imported African slaves for labor 

from the British colonies in the West Indies, and by the 1770s they comprised a fifth of the 

American population. The question of independence from Britain did not arise as long as the 

colonies needed British military support against the French and Spanish powers; those threats 

were gone by 1765. London regarded the American colonies as existing for the benefit of the 

mother country, a policy known as mercantilism. 
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Лекция 10. 

AMERICA IN THE 18TH CENTURY 

 

Список вопросов 

 

1. POLITICAL INTEGRATION AND AUTONOMY 

2. AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

3. EARLY YEARS OF THE REPUBLIC 

3.1. CONFEDERATION AND CONSTITUTION 

3.2. THE NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

3.3. SLAVERY 

 

 

 

Список терминов и определений 
1. The French and Indian War (1754–1763) is the American name for the North American theater of 

the Seven Years' War. The same war is referred to in Canadian history as the War of the Conquest. The 

war was fought primarily between the colonies of British America and New France, with both sides 

supported by military units from their parent countries of Great Britain and France, who declared war on 

each other in 1756. In the same year, the war escalated from a regional affair into a world-wide conflict. 

2. The Boston Tea was a political protest by the Sons of Liberty in Boston, on December 16, 1773. 

Disguised as American Indians, the demonstrators destroyed the entire supply of tea sent by the East India 

Company in defiance of the American boycott of tea carrying a tax the Americans had not authorized. 

They boarded the ships and threw the chests of tea into Boston Harbor, ruining the tea. The British 

government responded harshly and the episode escalated into the American Revolution. The Tea Party 

became an iconic event of American history, and other political protests such as the Tea Party 

movement after 2010 explicitly refer to it. 

3.The American Revolutionary War (1775–1783), the American War of Independence in the United 

States, began as a war between the Kingdom of Great Britain and the Thirteen Colonies, but gradually 

grew into a world warbetween Britain on one side and the newly formed United 

States, France, Netherlands, Spain, and Mysore on the other. American independence was achieved and 

European powers recognized the independence of t e United States, with mixed results for the other 

nations involved. 

4. The American Enlightenment is a period of intellectual ferment in the13 American colonies in the 

period 1714–1818, which led to the American Revolution, American Independence, the creation of the 

American Republic under the United States Constitution of 1787, the Bill of Rights in 1790, the 

development of Federal and State laws and institutions protection but the liberties defined in the 

constitution over the next 3 decades, and the War of 1812 or "Second War of Independence". Influenced 

by the 18th-century European Enlightenment, and its own nativeAmerican Philosophy, the American 

applied scientific reasoning to politics, science, and religion, promoted religious tolerance, and restored 

literature, the arts, and music as important disciplines and professions worthy of study in colleges. 
 

Краткое содержание лекции 

 

1. POLITICAL INTEGRATION AND AUTONOMY 

The French and Indian War (1754–1763) was a watershed event in the political development of 

the colonies. It was also part of the larger Seven Years' War.  The war effort resulted in greater 
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political integration of the colonies, as reflected in the Albany Congress and symbolized 

by Benjamin Franklin's call for the colonies to "Join or Die".  

Following Britain's acquisition of French territory in North America, King George III issued 

the Royal Proclamation of 1763 with the goal of organizing the new North American empire and 

protecting the native Indians from colonial expansion into western lands beyond the Appalachian 

Mountains. In ensuing years, strains developed in the relations between the colonists and the 

Crown. The British Parliament passed the Stamp Act of 1765, imposing a tax on the colonies 

without going through the colonial legislatures. The issue was drawn: did Parliament have this 

right to tax Americans who were not represented in it? Crying "No taxation without 

representation", the colonists refused to pay the taxes as tensions escalated in the late 1760s and 

early 1770s. 

The Boston Tea Party in 1773 was a direct action by activists in the town of Boston to protest 

against the new tax on tea. Parliament quickly responded the next year with the Coercive Acts, 

stripping Massachusetts of its historic right of self-government and putting it under army rule, 

which sparked outrage and resistance in all thirteen colonies. Patriot leaders from all 13 colonies 

convened the First Continental Congress to coordinate their resistance to the Coercive Acts. The 

Congress called for a boycott of British trade, published a list of rights and grievances, 

andpetitioned the king for redress of those grievances. The appeal to the Crown had no effect, 

and so the Second Continental Congresswas convened in 1775 to organize the defense of the 

colonies against the British Army. 

The American Revolutionary War began at Concord and Lexington in April 1775 when the 

British tried to seize ammunition supplies and arrest the Patriot leaders. 

 

2. AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
The Thirteen Colonies began a rebellion against British rule in 1775 and proclaimed their 

independence in 1776 as the United States of America. In the American Revolutionary 

War (1775–1783) the American capture of the British invasion army at Saratoga in 1777 secured 

the Northeast and encouraged the French to make a military alliance with the United States. 

France brought in Spain and the Netherlands, thus balancing the military and naval forces on 

each side as Britain had no allies.
[30]

 

General George Washington (1732–1799) proved an excellent organizer and administrator, who 

worked successfully with Congress and the state governors, selecting and mentoring his senior 

officers, supporting and training his troops, and maintaining an idealistic Republican Army. As a 

battlefield tactician Washington was often outmaneuvered by his British counterparts. As a 

strategist, however, he had a better idea of how to win the war than they did. The British sent 

four invasion armies. Washington's strategy forced the first army out of Boston in 1776, and was 

responsible for the surrender of the second and third armies at Saratoga (1777) and Yorktown 

(1781). He limited the British control to New York City and a few places while keeping Patriot 

control of the great majority of the population. 

The Loyalists, whom the British counted upon too heavily, comprised about 20% of the 

population but never were well organized. As the war ended, Washington watched proudly as the 

final British army quietly sailed out of New York City in November 1783, taking the Loyalist 

leadership with them. Washington astonished the world when, instead of seizing power for 

himself, he retired quietly to his farm in Virginia.  

On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress, meeting in Philadelphia, declared the 

independence of "the United States of America" in the Declaration of Independence. July 4 is 

celebrated as the nation's birthday. The new nation was founded on Enlightenment ideals of 

liberalism in what Thomas Jefferson called the unalienable rights to "life, liberty and the pursuit 

of happiness", and dedicated strongly to republican principles. Republicanism emphasized the 

people are sovereign (not hereditary kings), demanded civic duty, feared corruption, and rejected 

any aristocracy. 
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3. EARLY YEARS OF THE REPUBLIC 

3.1. CONFEDERATION AND CONSTITUTION 

In the 1780s the national government was able to settle the issue of the western territories; with 

the migration of settlers to the Northwest, soon they became states. Nationalists worried that the 

new nation was too fragile to withstand an international war. Nationalists—most of them war 

veterans—organized in every state and convinced Congress to call the Philadelphia 

Convention in 1787. The delegates from every state wrote a new Constitution that created a 

powerful and efficient central government, one with a president, and powers of taxation. The 

new government reflected the prevailing republican ideals of guarantees of individual liberty and 

constrained the power of government through a system of separation of powers. 

The Congress was given authority to ban the international slave trade after 20 years (which it did 

in 1807). A compromise gave the South Congressional apportionment out of proportion to its 

free population by allowing it to include three-fifths of the number of slaves in each state's total 

population. This provision increased the political power of southern representatives in Congress, 

especially as slavery was extended into the Deep South through removal of Native Americans 

and transportation of slaves by an extensive domestic trade. 

To assuage the Anti-Federalists who feared a too-powerful national government, the nation 

adopted the United States Bill of Rights in 1791. Comprising the first ten amendments of the 

Constitution, it guaranteed individual liberties such as freedom of speech and religious practice, 

jury trials, and stated that citizens and states had reserved rights (which were not specified). 

3.2. THE NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

George Washington — a renowned hero of the American Revolutionary War, commander-in-

chief of the Continental Army, and president of the Constitutional Convention—became the first 

President of the United States under the new Constitution in 1789. The national capital moved 

from New York to Philadelphia and finally settled in Washington DC in 1800. 

The major accomplishments of the Washington Administration were creating a strong national 

government that was recognized without question by all Americans. His government, following 

the vigorous leadership of Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton, assumed the debts of the 

states (the debt holders received federal bonds), created the Bank of the United States to stabilize 

the financial system, and set up a uniform system of tariffs (taxes on imports) and other taxes to 

pay off the debt and provide a financial infrastructure. To support his programs Hamilton created 

a new political party—the first in the world based on voters—the Federalist Party. 

Thomas Jefferson and James Madison formed an opposition Republican Party (usually called 

the Democratic-Republican Party by political scientists). Hamilton and Washington presented 

the country in 1794 with the Jay Treaty that reestablished good relations with Britain. The 

Jeffersonians vehemently protested, and the voters aligned behind one party or the other, thus 

setting up the First Party System. Federalists promoted business, financial and commercial 

interests and wanted more trade with Britain. Republicans accused the Federalists of plans to 

establish a monarchy, turn the rich into a ruling class, and making the United States a pawn of 

the British. The treaty passed, but politics became intensely heated.  

3.3. SLAVERY 

During the first two decades after the Revolutionary War, there were dramatic changes in the 

status of slavery among the states and an increase in the number of freed blacks. Inspired by 

revolutionary ideals of the equality of men and their lesser economic reliance on it, northern 

states abolished slavery, although some had gradual emancipation schemes. States of the Upper 

South made manumission easier, resulting in an increase in the proportion of free blacks in the 

Upper South from less than one percent in 1792 to more than 10 percent by 1810. By that date, a 

total of 13.5 percent of all blacks in the United States were free.
[43]

 After that date, with the 

demand for slaves on the rise with the development of the Deep South for cotton cultivation, the 

rate of manumissions declined sharply, and an internal slave trade became an important source of 

wealth for many planters and traders. 
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Лекция 11. 

THE USA IN THE 19TH CENTURY 

 

Список вопросов 

 

1. DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN ERA 

2. THE WAR OF 1812 

3.  WESTWARD EXPANSION AND INDIAN REMOVAL 

4. DIVISIONS BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH. ABOLITIONISM 

5. THE CIVIL WAR 

6. RECONSTRUCTION AND THE GILDED AGE 

 

 

 

Список терминов и определений 
1. Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803), was a landmark United States Supreme Court case in which 

the Court formed the basis for the exercise ofjudicial review in the United States under Article III of 

the Constitution. The landmark decision helped define the boundary between the constitutionally 

separate executive and judicial branches of the American form of government. 

2. The Battle of New Orleans took place on January 8, 1815 and was the final major battle of the War of 

1812. American forces, commanded by Major General Andrew Jackson, defeated an invading British 

Army, under General Edward Pakenham, intent on seizing New Orleans and the vast territory the United 

States had acquired with the Louisiana Purchase.  Hostilities continued until late February when official 

dispatches announcing the peace reached the combatants in Louisiana, finally putting an end to the 

war. The Battle of New Orleans is widely regarded as the greatest American land victory of the war. 

3. The Whig Party was a political party active in the early 19th century in the United States of America. 

Four Presidents of the United States were members of the Whig Party. The party was formed in 

opposition to the policies of President Andrew Jackson and his Democratic Party. In particular, the Whigs 

supported the supremacy of Congress over the Presidency and favored a program 

of modernization and economic protectionism. This name was chosen to echo the American Whigs of 

1776, who fought for independence, and because "Whig" was then a widely recognized label of choice 

for people who identified as opposing tyranny.   
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4. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo - the peace treaty signed in 1848 in Guadalupe Hidalgo between 

the U.S. and Mexico that ended the Mexican–American War (1846–48). With the defeat of its army and 

the fall of the capital, Mexico entered into negotiations to end the war. The treaty called for the United 

States to pay $15 million to Mexico and pay off the claims of American citizens against Mexico up to 

$3.25 million. It gave the United States the Rio Grande boundary for Texas, and gave the U.S. ownership 

of California, and a large area comprising New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, and parts of Wyoming 

and Colorado.  

5. The Battle of Gettysburg  was fought July 1–3, 1863, in and around the town of Gettysburg, 

Pennsylvania between Union and Confederate forces during the American Civil War. The battle involved 

the largest number of casualties of the entire war and is often described as the war's turning 

point. Union Maj. Gen. George Meade's Army of the Potomac defeated attacks by 

Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia, ending Lee's invasion of the North. 

 

Краткое содержание лекции 

 

1. DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN ERA 

Thomas Jefferson defeated Adams for the presidency in the 1800 election. Jefferson's major 

achievement as president was the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, which provided U.S. settlers with 

vast potential for expansion west of the Mississippi River.  

Jefferson, a scientist himself, supported expeditions to explore and map the new domain, most 

notably the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Jefferson believed deeply in republicanism and argued 

it should be based on the independent yeoman farmer and planter; he distrusted cities, factories 

and banks. He also distrusted the federal government and judges, and tried to weaken the 

judiciary. However he met his match in John Marshall, a Federalist from Virginia. Although the 

Constitution included a Supreme Court, its functions were vague until Marshall, the Chief Justice 

(1801–35), defined them, especially the power to overturn acts of Congress that violated the 

Constitution, first enunciated in 1803 in Marbury v. Madison. 

 

2. THE WAR OF 1812 

Americans were increasingly angry at the British violation of American ships' neutral rights in 

order to hurt France, the impressment (seizure) of 10,000 American sailors needed by the Royal 

Navy to fight Napoleon. Despite strong opposition from the Northeast, especially from 

Federalists, Congress declared war in June 18, 1812. 

The war was frustrating for both sides. The British blockade ruined American commerce, 

bankrupted the Treasury, and further angered New Englanders, who smuggled supplies to 

Britain. The Americans under General William Henry Harrison finally gained naval control of 

Lake Erie and defeated the Indians under Tecumseh in Canada, while Andrew Jackson ended the 

Indian threat in the Southeast. The Indian threat to expansion into the Midwest was permanently 

ended. The British invaded and occupied much of Maine. 

The British raided and burned Washington, but were repelled at Baltimore in 1814—where the 

"Star Spangled Banner" was written to celebrate the American success. In upstate New York a 

major British invasion of New York State was turned back. Finally in early 1815 Andrew 

Jackson decisively defeated a major British invasion at the Battle of New Orleans, making him 

the most famous war hero.  

With Napoleon (apparently) gone, the causes of the war had evaporated and both sides agreed to 

a peace that left the prewar boundaries intact. Americans claimed victory in February 18 1815 as 

news came almost simultaneously of Jackson's victory of New Orleans and the peace treaty that 

left the prewar boundaries in place.  

 

3.  WESTWARD EXPANSION AND INDIAN REMOVAL 

The American colonies and the new nation grew very rapidly in population and area, as pioneers 

pushed the frontier of settlement west. Native American tribes in some places resisted militarily, 

but they were overwhelmed by settlers and the army and after 1830 were relocated to 
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reservations in the west. In 1830, Congress passed the Indian Removal Act, which authorized the 

president to negotiate treaties that exchanged Native American tribal lands in the eastern states 

for lands west of the Mississippi River. Its goal was primarily to remove Native Americans, 

including the Five Civilized Tribes, from the American Southeast; they occupied land that 

settlers wanted.  Thousands of deaths resulted from the relocations, as seen in the Cherokee Trail 

of Tears. Many of the Seminole Indians in Florida refused to move west; they fought the Army 

for years in the Seminole Wars.  

After a bitter debate in Congress the Republic of Texas was annexed in 1845, which Mexico had 

warned meant war. War broke out in 1846, with the homefront polarized as Whigs opposed and 

Democrats supported the war. The U.S. army, using regulars and large numbers of volunteers, 

easily won the Mexican-American War (1846–48) were at its beginning the term American 

Empire was coined. Public sentiment in the US was divided as Whigs and anti-slavery elements 

opposed the war. The 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ceded California, New Mexico, 

Arizona, Nevada, and adjacent areas to the United States, with the residents given full 

citizenship. Simultaneously gold was discovered, pulling over 100,000 men to northern 

California in a matter of months in the California Gold Rush. 

 

4. DIVISIONS BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH. ABOLITIONISM 

After 1840 the growing abolitionist movement redefined itself as a crusade against the sin of 

slave ownership. The anti-slavery elements were a majority in the North, against the pro-slavery 

elements that overwhelmingly dominated the white South. Southern whites insisted that slavery 

was of economic social and cultural benefit to all whites (and even to the slaves themselves), and 

denounced all antislavery spokesmen as "abolitionists." 

The issue of slavery in the new territories was seemingly settled by the Compromise of 

1850 brokered by Whig Henry Clay and Democrat Stephen Douglas; the Compromise included 

admission of California as a free state. The sore point was the Fugitive Slave Act, which 

increased federal enforcement and required even free states to cooperate in turning over fugitive 

slaves to masters. Abolitionists fastened on the Act to attack slavery, as in Uncle Tom's 

Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe.  

Slave rebellions were planned or actually took place —including by Gabriel 

Prosser (1800), Denmark Vesey (1822), Nat Turner (1831), and John Brown (1859) —but they 

all failed. They led southern states to establish tighter slave oversight as well as reducing rights 

of free blacks. The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 required the states to cooperate with slave states 

when attempting to recover escaped slaves, which outraged northerners. Formerly, an escaped 

slave, having reached a non-slave state, was presumed to have attained sanctuary and freedom. 

After Abraham Lincoln won the 1860 election, seven Southern states seceded from the union 

between late 1860 and 1861, establishing a new government, the Confederate States of America, 

on February 8, 1861. When Lincoln called for troops to suppress the Confederacy in April 1861, 

four more states seceded and joined the Confederacy. Along with the northwestern portion of 

Virginia, which became West Virginia, four of the five northernmost "slave states" did not 

secede and became known as the Border States. 

 

5. THE CIVIL WAR 

The Civil War began on April 12, 1861, when Confederate forces attacked a U.S. military 

installation at Fort Sumter in South Carolina. In response to the attack, on April 15, Lincoln 

called on the states to send detachments totaling 75,000 troops to recapture forts, protect the 

capital, and "preserve the Union", which in his view still existed intact despite the actions of the 

seceding states. The two armies had their first major clash at the First Battle of Bull Run, ending 

in a Union defeat, but, more importantly, proved to both the Union and Confederacy that the war 

would be much longer and bloodier than originally anticipated. 

The war soon divided into two theaters: Eastern and Western. In the western theater, the Union 

was quite successful, with major battles, such as Perryville and Shiloh, producing strategic 
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Union victories and destroying major Confederate operations. Warfare in the Eastern theater 

started poorly for the Union as the Confederates won at Manassas Junction (Bull Run), just 

outside Washington. Feeling confident in his army after defeating the Union at Second Bull Run, 

Lee embarked on an invasion of the north that was stopped by McClellan at the bloody Battle of 

Antietam. Despite this, McClellan was relieved from command for refusing to pursue Lee's 

crippled army. The next commander, General Ambrose Burnside, suffered a humiliating defeat 

by Lee's smaller army at the Battle of Fredericksburglate in 1862, causing yet another change in 

commanders. Lee won again at the Battle of Chancellorsville in May 1863, while losing his top 

aide, Stonewall Jackson. But Lee pushed too hard and ignored the Union threat in the west. Lee 

invaded Pennsylvania in search of supplies and to cause war weariness in the North. In perhaps 

the turning point of the war, Lee's army was badly beaten at the Battle of Gettysburg, July 1–3, 

1863, and barely made it back to Virginia. 

Simultaneously on July 4, 1863, Union forces under the command of General Ulysses S. 

Grant gained control of the Mississippi River at the Battle of Vicksburg, thereby splitting the 

Confederacy. Lincoln made General Grant commander of all Union armies. 

The last two years of the war were bloody for both sides, with Grant launching a war of 

attrition against General Lee's Army of Northern Virginia. This war of attrition was divided into 

three main campaigns. The first of these, the Overland Campaign forced Lee to retreat into the 

city of Petersburg where Grant launched his second major offensive, the Richmond-Petersburg 

Campaign in which he besieged Petersburg. After a near ten-month siege, Petersburg 

surrendered. However, the defense of Fort Gregg allowed Lee to move his army out of 

Petersburg. Grant pursued and launched the final, Appomattox Campaign which resulted in Lee 

surrendering his Army of Northern Virginia on April 9, 1865, at Appomattox Court House. 

Other Confederate armies followed suit and the war ended with no postwar insurgency. 

 

6. RECONSTRUCTION AND THE GILDED AGE 

Reconstruction lasted from Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863 to 

the Compromise of 1877. 

The major issues faced by Lincoln were the status of the ex-slaves (called "Freedmen"), the 

loyalty and civil rights of ex-rebels, the status of the 11 ex-Confederate states, the powers of the 

federal government needed to prevent a future civil war, and the question of whether Congress or 

the President would make the major decisions. 

Three "Reconstruction Amendments" were passed to expand civil rights for black Americans: 

the Thirteenth Amendment outlawed slavery; the Fourteenth Amendment guaranteed equal 

rights for all and citizenship for blacks; the Fifteenth Amendment prevented race from being 

used to disfranchise men. 

In response to Radical Reconstruction, the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) emerged in 1867 as a white-

supremacist organization opposed to black civil rights and Republican rule. President Ulysses 

Grant's vigorous enforcement of the Ku Klux Klan Act of 1870 shut down the Klan, and it 

disbanded. However, there were other paramilitary groups, such as the White League and Red 

Shirts that worked to regain white political power in states across the South during the 1870s. 

The latter half of the nineteenth century was marked by the United States' development and 

settlement of the West, first by wagon trains and then aided by the completion of 

the transcontinental railroad and frequent wars with Native Americans as settlers encroached on 

their traditional lands. Gradually the US purchased their lands and extinguished their claims, 

forcing most tribes onto restricted reservations.  

The "Gilded Age" was a term that Mark Twain used to describe the period of the late 19th 

century when there had been a dramatic expansion of American wealth and prosperity. Reform 

of the Age included the Civil Service Act, which mandated a competitive examination for 

applicants for government jobs. Other important legislation included the Interstate Commerce 

Act, which ended railroads' discrimination against small shippers, and the Sherman Antitrust 

Act, which outlawed monopolies in business.  
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A severe nationwide depression broke out in 1893; it was called the Panic of 1893 and impacted 

farmers, workers, and businessmen who saw prices, wages, and profits fall. Many railroads went 

bankrupt. The financial, railroad, and business communities fought back hard, arguing that only 

the gold standard would save the economy. Prosperity returned under McKinley, the gold 

standard was enacted, and the tariff was raised. By 1900 the US had the strongest economy on 

the globe. Apart from two short recessions (in 1907 and 1920) the overall economy remained 

prosperous and growing until 1929.  
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Список терминов и определений 

1. The Open Door Policy is a concept in foreign affairs, initially used to refer to the United States 

policy in late 19th century and early 20th century that would grant multiple international powers equal 

access to China, but none of them were in total control of the country. The policy was originally aimed to 

safeguard Chinese sovereignty and territorial integrity from partition, but in fact, was mainly used to 

mediate competing interests of the colonial powers without much meaningful input from the Chinese, 
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thus creating lingering resentment and has been seen as a symbol of national humiliation by many 

Chinese historians. 

2. Unilateralism is any doctrine or agenda that supports one-sided action. Such action may be in 

disregard for other parties, or as an expression of a commitment toward a direction which other parties 

may find agreeable. Unilateralism is the doctrine which asserts the benefits of participation from as many 

parties as possible. 

3. The Normandy landings, codenamed Operation Neptune, were the landing operations of 

the Allied invasion of Normandy, in Operation Overlord, during World War II. The landings commenced 

on Tuesday, 6 June 1944 (D-Day), beginning at 6:30 am British Double Summer Time . In planning, as 

for most Allied operations, the term D-Day was used for the day of the actual landing, which was 

dependent on final approval. 

4. Al-Qaeda is a global militant Islamist and takfiri organization founded by Osama bin 

Laden in Peshawar, Pakistan, 1988-9 with its origins being traceable to the Soviet War in Afghanistan. It 

operates as a network comprising both a multinational, stateless army and a radical Sunni Muslim 

movement calling for global Jihad and a strict interpretation of sharia law. It has been designated as 

a terrorist organization by the United Nations Security Council, NATO, theEuropean Union, the United 

Kingdom, the United States, India and various other countries. Al-Qaeda has carried out many attacks on 

non-Sunni Muslims, non-Muslims, and other targets it considers kafir. 

5. The Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) is a program of the United States government to 

purchase assets and equity from financial institutions to strengthen its financial sector that was signed into 

law by U.S. President George W. Bush on October 3, 2008. It was a component of the government's 

measures in 2008 to address the subprime mortgage crisis. 

6. The Car Allowance Rebate System (CARS), colloquially known as "cash for clunkers", was a 

$3 billion U.S. federal scrappage program intended to provide economic incentives to U.S. residents to 

purchase a new, more fuel-efficient vehicle when trading in a less fuel-efficient vehicle. The program was 

promoted as providing stimulus to the economy by boosting auto sales, while putting safer, cleaner and 

more fuel-efficient vehicles on the roadways. 

 

 

Краткое содержание лекции 

 

1. THE USA IN THE 20
TH

 CENTURY 

1.1. PROGRESSIVE ERA AND AMERICAN IMPERIALISM 

Dissatisfaction on the part of the growing middle class with the corruption and inefficiency of 

politics as usual, and the failure to deal with increasingly important urban and industrial 

problems, led to the dynamic Progressive Movement starting in the 1890s. Leading politicians 

from both parties, most notably Theodore Roosevelt on the Republican side, and William 

Jennings Bryan and Woodrow Wilson on the Democratic side, took up the cause of progressive 

reform. Women became especially involved in demands for woman suffrage, prohibition, and 

better schools; their most prominent leader was Jane Addams of Chicago. Progressives 

implemented anti-trust laws and regulated such industries of meat-packing, drugs, and railroads. 

Four new constitutional amendments—the Sixteenth through Nineteenth—resulted from 

progressive activism, bringing the federal income tax, direct election of Senators, prohibition, 

and woman suffrage. The Progressive Movement lasted through the 1920s; the most active 

period was 1900–1918. 

The United States emerged as a world economic and military power after 1890. The main 

episode was the Spanish–American War, which began when Spain refused American demands to 

reform its oppressive policies in Cuba. At theTreaty of Paris peace conference the United States 

acquired the Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Guam. Cuba became an independent country, under 

close American tutelage. Although the war itself was widely popular, the peace terms proved 

controversial. William Jennings Bryan led his Democratic Party in opposition to control of the 

Philippines, which he denounced as imperialism unbecoming to American democracy.  

By 1908, however, Americans lost interest in an empire and turned their international attention 

to the Caribbean, especially the building of thePanama Canal. In 1912 when Arizona became the 

final state of the mainland USA the American Frontier came to an end. The canal opened in 1914 
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and increased trade with Japan and the rest of the Far East. A key innovation was the Open Door 

Policy, whereby the imperial powers were given equal access to Chinese business, with not one 

of them allowed to take control of China. 

1.2. WORLD WAR I  

As World War I raged in Europe from 1914, President Woodrow Wilson took full control of 

foreign policy, declaring neutrality but warning Germany that resumption of unrestricted 

submarine warfare against American ships supplying goods to Allied nations would mean war. 

Germany decided to take the risk and try to win by cutting off supplies to Britain; the U.S. 

declared war in April 1917. American money, food, and munitions arrived quickly, but troops 

had to be drafted and trained; by summer 1918 American soldiers under GeneralJohn J. 

Pershing arrived at the rate of 10,000 a day, while Germany was unable to replace its losses. 

The result was Allied victory in November 1918. President Wilson demanded Germany depose 

the Kaiser and accept his terms, the Fourteen Points. Wilson dominated the 1919 Paris Peace 

Conference but Germany was treated harshly by the Allies in the Treaty of Versailles (1919) as 

Wilson put all his hopes in the new League of Nations. Wilson refused to compromise with 

Senate Republicans over the issue of Congressional power to declare war, and the Senate 

rejected the Treaty and the League. 

1.3. WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE  

The women's suffrage movement began with the 1848 Seneca Falls Convention, organized 

by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, and theDeclaration of Sentiments demanding 

equal rights for women. Many of the activists became politically aware during the abolitionist 

movement. The women's rights campaign during "first-wave feminism" was led by Mott, 

Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony, among many others.  

Around 1912 the feminist movement, which had grown sluggish, began to reawaken, putting an 

emphasis on its demands for equality and arguing the corruption of American politics demanded 

purification by women because men could not do that job. Alice Paul  formed the more 

militant National Woman's Party. Suffragists were arrested during their "Silent Sentinels" pickets 

at the White House, the first time such a tactic was used, and were taken as political prisoners. 

The old anti-suffragist argument that only men could fight a war, and therefore only men deserve 

the right to vote, was refuted by the enthusiastic participation of tens of thousands of American 

women on the home front in World War I. The main resistance came from the south, where 

white leaders were worried about the threat of black women voting. Congress passed 

theNineteenth Amendment in 1919, and women could vote in 1920.  

1.4. ROARING TWENTIES AND THE GREAT DEPRESSION 

In the 1920s the U.S. grew steadily in stature as an economic and military world power. The 

United States Senate did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles imposed by its Allies on the 

defeated Central Powers; instead, the United States chose to pursue unilateralism.The aftershock 

of Russia's October Revolution resulted in real fears of Communism in the United States, leading 

to a Red Scare and the deportation of aliens considered subversive. 

While public health facilities grew rapidly in the Progressive Era, and hospitals and medical 

schools were modernized, the nation in 1918 lost 675,000 lives to the Spanish flu pandemic.  

In 1920, the manufacture, sale, import and export of alcohol were prohibited by the Eighteenth 

Amendment, Prohibition. The result was that in cities illegal alcohol became a big business, 

largely controlled by racketeers. The second Ku Klux Klan grew rapidly in 1922-25, then 

collapsed. Immigration laws were passed to strictly limit the number of new entries. The 1920s 

were called the Roaring Twenties due to the great economic prosperity during this 

period. Jazz became popular among the younger generation, and thus the decade was also called 

the Jazz Age. 

During the 1920s, the nation enjoyed widespread prosperity, albeit with a weakness in 

agriculture. A financial bubble was fueled by an inflated stock market, which later led to 

the Stock Market Crash on October 29, 1929. This, along with many other economic factors, 

triggered a worldwide depression known as the Great Depression. During this time, the United 
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States experienced deflation as prices fell, unemployment soared from 3% in 1929 to 25% in 

1933, farm prices fell by half, and manufacturing output plunged by one-third. 

In 1932, Democratic presidential nominee Franklin D. Roosevelt promised "a New Deal for the 

American people", coining the enduring label for his domestic policies. It provided relief to the 

unemployed through numerous programs, such as the Works Progress Administration (WPA) 

and (for young men) the Civilian Conservation Corps. Large scale spending projects designed to 

provide high paying jobs and rebuild the infrastructure were under the purview of the Public 

Works Administration. Some of the programs were dropped in the 1940s when the conservatives 

regained power in Congress through the Conservative Coalition. Of special importance is 

the Social Security program, begun in 1935. 

1.5. WORLD WAR II 

In 1930s many countries fell under the control of dictators. Imperial Japan asserted dominance in 

East Asia and in the Pacific. Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy militarized to and threatened 

conquests, while Britain and France attempted appeasement to avert another war in Europe. US 

legislation in the Neutrality Acts sought to avoid foreign conflicts; however, attacked Pearl 

Harbor on December 7, 1941, which catalyzed American support to enter the war and seek 

revenge. 

The main contributions of the US to the Allied war effort comprised money, industrial output, 

food, petroleum, technological innovation, and (especially 1944–45), soldiers. 

The Allies—the US, Britain, and the Soviet Union, as well as China, Canada and other 

countries—fought the Axis powers of Germany, Italy, and Japan. The Allies saw Germany as the 

main threat and gave highest priority to Europe. The US dominated the war against Japan and 

stopped Japanese expansion in the Pacific in 1942. After losing Pearl Harbor and in the 

Philippines to the Japanese, and drawing the Battle of the Coral Sea (May 1942), the American 

Navy inflicted a decisive blow at Midway (June 1942). American ground forces assisted in 

the North African Campaign that eventually concluded with the collapse of Mussolini's fascist 

government in 1943, as Italy switched to the Allied side. A more significant European front was 

opened on D-Day, June 6, 1944, in which American and Allied forces invaded Nazi-occupied 

France from Britain. 

The Allied pushed the Germans out of France but faced an unexpected counterattack at the Battle 

of the Bulge in December. The final German effort failed and Allied armies in East and West 

were converging on Berlin. The western front stopped short, leaving Berlin to the Soviet Union 

as the Nazi regime formally capitulated in May 1945, ending the war in Europe. Over in the 

Pacific, the US implemented an island hopping strategy toward Tokyo, establishing airfields for 

bombing runs against mainland Japan from the Mariana Islands and achieving hard-fought 

victories at Iwo Jima and Okinawa in 1945. The U.S dropped two atomic bombs on Japanese 

cities, forcing the empire's surrender in a matter of days and thus ending World War II. The US 

occupied Japan (and part of Germany), sending Douglas MacArthur to restructure the Japanese 

economy and political system along American lines. 

1.6. THE COLD WAR AND CIVIL RIGHTS  

Following World War II, the United States emerged as one of the two dominant superpowers, 

the USSR being the other. The U.S. Senateon a bipartisan vote approved U.S. participation in the 

United Nations (UN), which marked a turn away from the traditional isolationism of the U.S. 

and toward increased international involvement. 

The primary American goal of 1945–48 was to rescue Europe from the devastation of World 

War II and to contain the expansion of Communism, represented by the Soviet Union. 

The Truman Doctrine of 1947 provided military and economic aid to Greece and Turkey to 

counteract the threat of Communist expansion in the Balkans. In 1948, the United States 

replaced piecemeal financial aid programs with a comprehensive Marshall Plan, which pumped 

money into the economy of Western Europe, and removed trade barriers, while modernizing the 

managerial practices of businesses and governments. 
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In 1949, the United States, rejecting the long-standing policy of no military alliances in 

peacetime, formed the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) alliance, which continues 

into the 21st century. In response the Soviets formed the Warsaw Pact of communist states.  

In August 1949 the Soviets tested their first nuclear weapon, thereby escalating the risk of 

warfare. Indeed, the threat of mutually assured destruction prevented both powers from going too 

far, and resulted in proxy wars, especially in Korea and Vietnam, in which the two sides did not 

directly confront each other. Within the United States, the Cold War prompted concerns 

about Communist influence. The unexpected leapfrogging of American technology by the 

Soviets in 1957 with Sputnik, the first Earth satellite, began the Space Race, won by the 

Americans as Apollo 11 landed astronauts on the moon in 1969.  

Starting in the late 1950s, institutionalized racism across the United States, but especially in 

theSouth, was increasingly challenged by the growing Civil Rights movement. The activism of 

African-American leaders Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr. led to the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott, which launched the movement. For years African Americans would struggle with 

violence against them but would achieve great steps toward equality with Supreme Court 

decisions, including  the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and the Fair 

Housing Act of 1968, which ended the Jim Crow laws that legalized racial segregation between 

whites and blacks.  

1. 7. THE COUNTERCULTURE REVOLUTION AND COLD WAR DÉTENTE  

Amid the Cold War, the United States entered the Vietnam War, whose growing unpopularity 

fed already existing social movements, including those among women, minorities, and young 

people. Feminism and the environmental movement became political forces, and progress 

continued toward civil rights for all Americans. The Counterculture Revolution swept through 

the nation and much of the western world in the late sixties and early seventies, further dividing 

Americans in a "culture war" but also bringing forth more liberated social views. 
[
Johnson was succeeded in 1969 by Republican Richard Nixon, who turned the war over to the 

South Vietnamese forces and ended American combat roles; he negotiated a peace treaty in 

1973, secured the release of POWs, and ended the draft. The war had cost the lives of 58,000 

American troops. Nixon manipulated the fierce distrust between the Soviet Union and China to 

the advantage of the United States, achieving détente (relaxation; ease of tension) with both 

parties. 

The Watergate scandal, involving Nixon's cover-up of his operatives' break-in into 

the Democratic National Committee headquarters at theWatergate office complex destroyed his 

political base, sent many aides to prison, and forced Nixon's resignation on August 9, 1974. He 

was succeeded by Vice President Gerald Ford, who was subsequently helpless to prevent 

the conquest of South Vietnam when North Vietnam invaded in 1975 as well as the communist 

victories in neighboring Cambodia and Laos in the same year. 

Jimmy Carter, running as someone who was not a part of the Washington political establishment, 

was elected president in 1976. On the world stage, Carter brokered the Camp David 

Accords between Israel and Egypt. In 1979, Iranian students stormed the US embassy 

in Tehran and took 66 Americans hostage, resulting in the Iran hostage crisis. With the hostage 

crisis and continuing stagflation, Carter lost the 1980 election to the Republican Ronald 

Reagan. On January 20, 1981, minutes after Carter's term in office ended, the remaining U.S. 

captives held at the U.S. embassy in Iran were released, ending the 444-day hostage crisis. 

 

2. THE USA IN THE 21TH CENTURY 

2.1. 9/11 AND THE WAR ON TERROR 

On September 11, 2001 ("9/11"), the United States was struck by a terrorist attack when 19 al-

Qaeda hijackers commandeered four airliners and intentionally crashed into both twin towers of 

the World Trade Center and into the Pentagon, killing nearly 3,000 people, mostly civilians.
[
 In 

response on September 20, President George W. Bush announced a "War on Terror". On 
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October 7, 2001, the United States and NATO then invaded Afghanistan to oust 

the Taliban regime, which had provided safe haven to al-Qaeda and its leaderOsama bin Laden.  

In 2003, from March 19 to May 1, the United States launched an invasion of Iraq, which led to 

the collapse of the Iraqi government and the eventual capture of Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein, 

with whom the US had long-standing tense relations. The reasons for the invasion cited by the 

Bush administration included the spreading of democracy, the elimination of weapons of mass 

destruction (a key demand of the UN as well, though later investigations found parts of the 

intelligence reports to be inaccurate),
[171]

 and the liberation of the Iraqi people. Despite some

initial successes early in the invasion, the continued Iraq War fueled international protests and 

gradually saw domestic support decline as many people began to question whether or not the 

invasion was worth the cost 

In 2008, the unpopularity of President Bush and the Iraq war, along with the 2008 financial 

crisis, led to the election of Barack Obama, the first African-American President of the United 

States. Obama's victory was due in part to his opposition to Bush's unpopular foreign policies, 

specifically with regards to his handling of the Iraq war, and is often credited by pundits and 

journalists for helping him narrowly win the Democratic Party's presidential nomination 

over Hillary Rodham Clinton, who initially supported the war during the early stages.
[176]

In May 2011, after nearly a decade in hiding, the founder and leader of Al Qaeda, Osama bin 

Laden, was killed in Pakistan in a raid conducted by US naval special forces acting under 

President Obama's direct orders. While Al Qaeda was near collapse in Afghanistan, affiliated 

organizations continued to operate in Yemen and other remote areas as the CIA used drones to 

hunt down and remove its leadership. 

2.2. THE GREAT RECESSION  

In September 2008, the United States, and most of Europe, entered the longest post–World War 

II recession, often called the "Great Recession." Multiple overlapping crises were involved, 

especially the housing market crisis, a subprime mortgage crisis, soaring oil prices, anautomotive 

industry crisis, rising unemployment, and the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression. 

The financial crisis threatened the stability of the entire economy in September 2008 

when Lehman Brothers failed and other giant banks were in grave danger. Starting in October 

the federal government lent $245 billion to financial institutions through the Troubled Asset 

Relief Program which was passed by bipartisan majorities and signed by Bush. 

Following his election victory by a wide electoral margin in November 2008, Bush's successor -

 Barack Obama - signed into law the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which 

was a $787 billion economic stimulus aimed at helping the economy recover from the deepening 

recession. Obama, like Bush, took steps to rescue the auto industry and prevent future economic 

meltdowns. These included a bailout of General Motors and Chrysler, putting ownership 

temporarily in the hands of the government, and the "cash for clunkers" program which 

temporarily boosted new car sales. 

2.3. RECENT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE USA 

From 2009 to 2010, the 111th Congress passed major legislation such as the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act, the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act and 

the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act, which were signed into law by President Obama. 

Following the 2010 midterm elections, which resulted in a Republican-controlled House of 

Representatives and a Democratic-controlled Senate, Congress presided over a period of 

elevated gridlock and heated debates over whether or not raise the debt ceiling, extend tax cuts 

for citizens making over $250,000 annually, and many other key issues. These ongoing debates 

led to President Obama signing the Budget Control Act of 2011 and the American Taxpayer 

Relief Act of 2012 - which resulted in budget sequestration cuts going into effect in March 2013 

- as well as an increase in taxes primarily for the wealthy.  

Other major events that have occurred during the 2010s include the rise of new political 

movements across the world, such as thec onservative Tea Party movement in the US and the 

international populist Occupy movement. There was also unusually severe weather over the 
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summer of 2012, and over half the country experienced record drought. Hurricane Sandy caused 

massive damage to coastal areas of New York and New Jersey in late October. The ongoing 

debate over the issue of rights for the LGBT community, most notably that of same-sex 

marriage, began to shift in favor of same-sex couples, and has been reflected in dozens of polls 

released in the early part of the decade.  As of June 2013, debates continue over the 

ongoing sequestration, as well as tax reform, same-sex marriage, immigration reform, gun 

control, and US foreign policy in the Middle East. 
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