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OT COCTABUTEJIEA

[lens mocoOusi — MO3HAKOMUTH CTYACHTOB-UCTOPUKOB C aHTJIOS3BIYHBIMU
TEKCTaMH 1O TEMaTUKe, KOTOpPbIE€ COOTBETCTBYIOT YPOBHIO 3HAHUM,
MOJYYECHHBIX UMU B 00JIACTU UCTOPHUU, PACIIUPSIOT UX KPYro3op U COJAepKar
KOMMYHUKATUBHO-3HAYMMBbIN JIMHTBUCTUYECKUNA MaTepuan. ITO MO3BOJISIET
COBMECTUTh MPO(ECCHOHATBHYIO TOJATOTOBKY CTYJACHTOB C OOy4Ye€HHEM HX
AHTJIMACKOMY SI3BIKY.

OaHYM W3 TPUOPUTETHBIX HABBIKOB KOMIIETEHTHOI'O CIEIHAINCTA
ABJISICTCSL yMEHHWE paboTaTh C HEaJaNTUPOBAHHBIMH HCTOYHUKAMH Ha
MHOCTPAHHOM s3bIKke. HaBbIKM UTEHUS U MEPEBOJA TEKCTA, BIIAJICHUE JIEKCUKOM
B paMKax CBOEH CHEIUATBHOCTH SIBJISIOTCS HEOOXOJIMMBIMU KaK B yuyeOHOM
npolecce, Tak U mpodheCCUOHAIBHOMN e TEILHOCTH.

[Tocobue 4eTko CTPYKTypHpOBaHO, cOCTOUT M3 10 ypOKOB, KaXIbId W3
KOTOPBIX BKJIFOYAET B ce0s Ba TeKcTa. Text A mpegHa3HaueH [l U3Y4aroliero
YTEHUSI U BKJIIOYaeT B ce0s 4eTKo oOo3HaueHHble dTamnbl. Kaxawlii paspen
COJICP>KUT COOTBETCTBYIOIIUE YIPAXKHECHHUS — HaMpaBJICHHbIE Ha pabOTy Haj
MPOU3ZHOCUTEIbHBIMU HaBBIKAMH, Ha MOHUMAaHUE TEKCTa, Ha
CIOBOOOpa3oBaHMEe, a TakKe YNPaKHEHUS Ha TMOATOTOBICHHYIO peub (C
MCIIOJIb30BAaHUEM PEUEBBIX 00pa3OB U MHPOPMAIIMU U3 TEKCTa) U CBOOOJHOE
roBopeHue Ha ©Oa3ze Marepuana ypoka. Text B mnpegHazHaueH s
03HAKOMHTEIILHOT0, TIOMCKOBOTO YTECHHS WM pedepupoBanus, B 3aBUCUMOCTH
oT crnenupuKH TEKCTa. YTNPAKHEHHWS JTaHHOTO pasjelia HalpaBleHbl Ha
pa3BUTHUE YMEHUN MpPEayrajablBaTh COJACP)KAHUE, KOHCHEKTUPOBATh M KPATKO
U3JIaraTh rjaBHBIC MBICIIUA TEKCTA.

ABTOpPBI TIpeAJIararoT CTyJACHTaM CIUCOK (Ppa3 M BBIPAKEHUH, MOJIC3HBIX
IpU COCTaBJICHHH pedepara K TEKCTaM, B TMPUIOKCHUH TPUBEICHBI
o00paHHbBIC TEKCTHI JJIsI CAMOCTOSITEIbHOU pabOThI CTYICHTOB.

TekcThl y4eOHOTO MOCOOHS MPEICTABICHBI B XPOHOJOTMYECKOM MOPSIJIKE.

Marepuainbl TeKCTa TPONUIA anmpoOaIio B CTYJACHYECKHX Tpynnax u
MOTYT OBITh UCIIOJB30BaHbI KaK JJIsl ayAUTOPHOM, TaK U JUIsl CAMOCTOSITEIbHOM
paboOTHI.



Contents

INtrodUCTION. ... e a0
Lesson 1. Text A.PetertheGreat.............oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiin... 7
Text B. The Winter Palace.............c.coooviiiiiinnin, 15
Lesson 2. Text A.Catherine ..., 19
Text B. The Supreme Privy Council established........ 25
Lesson 3. Text A. Annaloannovna..............cooviiiiiiiiinnnnnn... 28
Text B. Development of Art and Culture................. 36
Lesson 4. Text A. Elizabethof Russia................cceeeeiinia 39
Text B. Death Penalty...............ooooiiiiiii i, 46
Lesson 5. Text A. Catherinethe Great..................ccooiiiii, 47
Text B: Catherine II: Foreign Policy...................... 54
Lesson 6. Text A.Paul l.........ccooiiiiii e, 57
Text B: Society and Culture during Paul I................. 64
Lesson 7. Text A. Alexander |..........ccooiiiiiiiii i, 66
Text B: Alexander’s Marching into Paris .................. 72
Lesson 8. Text A. FrenchWar of 1812...............ccoviviiin... 75
Text B. Battle of Borodino...............ccovviiiiiionl 84
Lesson 9. Text A.Nickolas | .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiii i, 86
Text B. Women, the family and public life............... 92
Lesson 10. Text A. Alexander ..o, 94
Text B. Abolition of serfdom.............................. 100
Lesson 11. Text A. Alexander ..o, 102
Text B. Russian culture under Alexander Ill............. 109
Lesson 12. Text A. Nickolas ... 112
Text B. Tsarina Alexandra................cccoeviiiinn. .. 118
Lesson 13. Text A. Peasants and Agriculture......................... 120
Text B. Orthodoxy in the Russian Pre-revolution......126
Lesson 14. Text A. History as event. 1900-1914..................... 128
Text B. The First World War. 1914-1918............... 135
Lesson 15. Text A. 1917 Rusian Revolution. Part1.................. 137

4



Text B. The Abdication of Nickolasl.................... 144

Lesson 16. Text A. 1917 Rusian Revolution. Part 2...................... 146
Text B. The Provisional Government..............cc..e....... 153
Texts for additional reading...........cccocvevveiiiie i, 156
Romanov’s DyNasty.......ccccveiiiiiiiiiiiiiec e 181
Chronology of Historical EVENLS...........ccccovviiiiiiieiiie e 191
VOCADUIAIY ..ot 194
TeKCTBI IS TOTTOTHUTETBHOTO UTEHUM .. .uueeeneeeneeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeeesnasenns 203
RETEIBINCE. .. et sbrae e 215



Introduction

The presented texts cover the ‘imperial era’ (Imperial Russia), in other
words the period between Russia’s proclamation as an empire under Peter I and
the fall of the Romanov dynasty and empire in March 1917.

This era is united by a number of crucial common characteristics. Of
these, the most significant were probably the empire’s emergence as a core
member of the European concert of great powers and the full-scale
Westernisation of the country’s ruling elites.

The Russian Empire between 1689 and 1917 was a very diverse and
complex society, which can and should be understood and studied from a great
many different angles. The texts present politics and government: foreign
policy and military history; economic and financial affairs; the history of all the
key social groups in Russia, as well as of women and of the empire’s non-
Russian minorities; the legal and judicial system, the police and the
revolutionary movement and the history of Russian high culture.

Most themes chose themselves. To take the most obvious examples, one
cannot have a history of Russia without a chapter on the Orthodox Church, the
peasantry or Russian women.



Lesson 1
Text A

Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs and guess who and what events
are illustrated in the picture. How did you know that?

Answer the following questions:

1. How did Peter the Great gain the throne?

2. What was Russian’s stage of development by the beginning of his
reign?

3. What is the epoch of Peter the Great associated with?

Study pronunciation of the following proper names:

Baltic Sea [ 'bo:ltik si:]
Caspian Sea [ kaspion Si:]
Europe ['juerap]

Narva [na'ver ]



Persia ['p3:[9]

St. Petersburg [semt 'pi:tozb3s:g]
Tartu ['ta:to ]

Turkey [ 't3:.ki]

Complete the table with the appropriate forms of the words given:

Noun Adjective
European
Turkey
Crimean
Swedes
Persia

Guess the meaning of the following words:

boyar [ 'boia:]

campaign [kam'pein]
coalition [ kouva'lif(o)n]
commerce [ kpma:s]
emperorn ['emp(a)ra]
empire ['empais]

fleet [fli:t]

to modernize ['mod(o)naiz]
technology [tek 'nplad3i]
tsar [za:]

to transform [trans' fo:m]

Study the following words and expressions:

access, n [ 'akses] — nmoaxon, nocryn

ally, n [ &lar] — coro3HUK

assume, Vv [2'sju:m] — npuHUMATh

cede, v [si:d] — mepenaBath, caaBaTh
8




courtier, n ['ko:tio] — npuaBOpHBIi

drill, n [dril] — crpoeBas moaroroska

embark, v [1Im'ba:K] — HaunHaTth

grip, n [grip] — BmacTth

heir, n [ea] — HacnegHUK

inherit, v [1n"herit] — maciegoBath

nobility, n [na(v) biliti] — 3HaTh, ABOPSHCTBO

prompt, v [prom(p)t] — moOyxaaTh

resume, v [r1'zju:m] — BO30OHOBHUTb, TPOJAOKUTH

secular, adj [ 'sekjulo] — cBeTckuii

seize, Vv [Si:z] — 3axBBaTHIBAThH

succeed, v [sok'si:d] — HacienoBaTh, CMCHSTH

at somebody’s expense ['sambadi’s 1k 'spaens] — 3a yeit-nm1bdo cuet

to carve a route [ka:v ru:t] — mponoxuts mopory, MapmpyT

to correspond to something [kori'spond 'sam6ip] — cooTBeTcTBOBATH
4emMy-1u0o

to end in disaster [end dr'za:sto] — 3aKOHYHUTHCS IPOBAIIOM

to escape somebody’s attention [ 1 skeip o'tenfn] — uzdexarb ybero-aM00
BHUMAaHUS

maritime outlet [ ' mar.1.tarm 'aovt.let] — BeIxom k Mopro

to provoke a revolt [pro' vouk r1'voult] — BEI3BIBaTH BOCCTaHUE

to put down an uprising [ pot davn 'Ap rar.zin] — 1oJ1aBUTh BOCCTaHUE

to stick to the rules [ stik ru:ls] — mpunepxuBaThCs MpaBUI

turn out [ t3:n avt] — okazarbcs

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:
Peter the Great

The country Peter | inherited lagged far behind most European states. It
did not escape Peter’s attention that his country lacked an access route to the
seas, which was so vital for trade at the time. The determined Russian tsar
embarked on an ambitious program to transform Russia into an advanced
European country while winning a maritime outlet. Breaking the resistance of

the old land-owning nobility, the boyars, and severely punishing all opposition
9



to his projects, Peter launched a series of reforms that affected every area of his
nation’s life - administration, industry, commerce, technology and culture.

The first steps he took were the campaigns of 1695-1696 against the
Crimean Tatars, the vassals of Turkey, in the hope of carving a route to the
Black Sea. Initially unsuccessful, the campaign eventually brought some land
gains and prompted Peter to start building a navy. His next undertaking was an
extensive European tour, the first time a Russian Tsar went abroad. Peter’s
main objective was to strengthen the anti-Turkish coalition, but also to learn
more about Europe’s economic and cultural life.

Meanwhile, having found no allies against the Turks among the Western
powers, and realizing Russia couldn’t fight them alone, Peter gave up his dream
of a Black Sea access, turning his attention to the Baltic Sea to the north
instead. At this time, Russia’s route to the Baltic coast was blocked by the
powerful Swedes. To dislodge them, Peter allied himself to several European
powers and, in 1700, embarked on his biggest military undertaking, the so-
called Northern War. Mobilizing all of Russia’s vast resources, the Russian tsar
personally involved himself in key planning and operations, often seen aboard
warships or on the battlefield.

As it turned out, Russia proved ill-prepared to fight the Swedes, the most
advanced army of the time. Thus, at the Battle of Narva, Russia’s first attempt
at seizing the Baltic coast ended in disaster. In 1704, Russian troops captured
Tartu and Narva. This victory was followed by the Battle of Poltava (1709),
which represents one of the key victories in Russian military history. But
despite the success of Russian forces, Peter had to wait until 1721 for the
eastern shores of the Baltic to be at last ceded to Russia.

In November 1721, to celebrate the long-expected conquest, Peter
assumed the title of Emperor as Russia officially became the Russian Empire.
The end of the Northern war left Peter free to resume a more active policy on
the southeastern border. In 1722, he invaded Persian territory and a year later
Persia ceded parts of the Caspian Sea to Russia.

Peter also waged a war of sorts at home. His first target became the
traditional look of his courtiers: beards were out, Western fashions in. Peter
went on to modernize Russia’s military and administrative structure, simplify
the alphabet, and change the calendar to make it correspond to European

standards.
10



Under the ambitious rule of Peter the Great, industrial development was
boosted in an unprecedented way. European know-how was studied and foreign
experts were invited; plants and factories sprang up across the country and trade
flourished. While Russia had no warships when Peter came to power, he went
on to create a strong Baltic fleet and a modern regular army. Drills were
introduced; obsolete cannons were replaced with new guns designed by Russian
specialists. Officers were taught to take initiative instead of blindly sticking to
the rules. Peter often propelled low-born people to high positions. The grip of
the boyars on the reigns of power ended.

Peter was the first Russian ruler to promote secular education, while the
Church was subjected to the state. Numerous secular schools were opened, with
the children of soldiers, officials and churchmen allowed to attend. Russians
were encouraged to study abroad and were often compelled to do so at the
state’s expense. Books were translated from western European languages, while
the first Russian newspaper, «VVedomosti», appeared in 1703.

Also in 1703 Peter set upon his most dramatic project. Having disliked
Moscow since childhood, he longed for a brand new city, to be built from
scratch on the Gulf of Finland. Over the next nine years, at tremendous human
and financial cost, St. Petersburg sprang up, becoming Russia’s new capital in
1712.

Some of Peter’s reforms were introduced quite brutally, sometimes
literally. Economic progress came at a high cost too, with the peasant serfs and
the poorer urban workers suffering the biggest strain. Harsh working conditions
combined with heavy taxation provoked a number of revolts. But uprisings
were mercilessly put down.

Meanwhile, Peter’s health began to deteriorate. In the autumn of 1724,
upon seeing some soldiers in danger of drowning in the Gulf of Finland, he
plunged into the icy water in an effort to help save them. After this brave
incident, and despite becoming seriously ill, Peter continued to work. But the
strain ultimately proved too much. When Peter died early the following year, he
left an empire that stretched from the White to the Caspian Sea and from the
Baltic Sea to the Pacific Ocean. Peter never declared an heir and was succeeded
by his widow, Catherine I.

(http://www.ruusiapedia.rt.com)
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Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

1. What was decided to be done when Peter gained the throne?

2. What was Peter’s first undertaking?

3. What was the target of an extensive European tour?

4. Why was Peter’s attention turned to the Baltic Sea?

5. What was the cause of the Northern War?

6. Why was the Battle of Poltava so important for Russian military
history?

7. When was Russia turned into the Russian Empire?

8. What inner changes took place in Russia?

9. What were military reforms introduced by Peter the Great?

10. What was made in the area of education?

11. What was Peter’s most dramatic project? Did he succeed in it?
12. Why was a number of revolts provoked?

13. What was Peter’s death caused by?

14. Who was he succeeded by?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

vital for trade

military undertaking
unprecedented way

to subject to the state

to declare an heir

to bring land gain

a long-expected conquest

to spring up across the country
to plunge into the icy water

Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these expressions:

cliomuniv conpomueienue

gecmu 8OUHY
12



Ccnocobcmeosams C8emcKomMy 00pa308anHuUIo
02poMHble Yenoseueckue u PuHaHcosvle 3ampamol
Kpenocmmbvle KpecmbvsHe

VKpenisams KOanuyuio

ycmapesuias nyuKa

cyposvle YCio8us mpyoa

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1. ships and soldiers used for fighting wars at sea

2. to get control of a place with force

3. to begin an important activity

4. not religious or not controlled by a religious group

5. a person who will have the legal right to someone’s money and
possessions when they die

6. a country that has agreed to help another country, especially in a war

7. a series of organized activities or events intended to achieve a result

8. the buying and selling of large numbers of goods or services, especially
between countries

Ex.5. Give your own definitions to the following words:

to invade
objective
a peasant
a cannon
fleet
courtier
victory

Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a
dictionary if necessary:

13



Verb Noun Adjective
Successful
conquest
inherit
Developed
modernize
Replaced
strengthen

Ex.7. Insert the words and phrases given into the sentences in their
correct form. Translate the sentences into Russian.

campaign transform propel inherit
punish opposition military affair

1. Being young Peter enjoyed energetic outdoor games and took a
special interest in

2. Peter’s great wish was to Russia into an
advanced European country.

3. Peter probably never imagined that the would last
for 21 years.

4. Valuing honesty above all, Peter was ruthless in crushing all
and terrible in anger.

5. Peter launched a series of reforms and severely all
opposition.
6. Peter a vast but backward state, he

Russia to the rank of a major European power.

Ex.8. Translate from Russian into English:

l. Kpeimckaga kamnanusi npuHeciia Poccum yBelnueHUE TEPPUTOPHUH U
nooyauna Iletpa HauaTh CTPOUTENBCTBO BOEHHO-MOPCKOTO (PJIOTA.

14



2. llpombinuienHocts npu Ilerpe pasBuBanach OecrpeneaeHTHIM
o0pa3oM, IO BCEH CTpaHE MOSABILUIMCH 3aBOAbl UM (AOPUKHU, a TOPIrOBII
IIPOLBETAIIA.

3. [Touemy BBIXOJ K MOPIO OBLT KU3HEHHO BakeH g Poccun?

4. IlepBas nonbITKa 3axBata HapBbl 3aKkoHUYMIIACH HEY1auel, U TOPOJ ObLI
B3ST POCCUHUCKMMH BOMCKaMHU TOJBKO B 1704.

5. Buumanue Iletpa Obuto oOpanieHo k banTuiickoMy Mopro, MOCKOJBKY
€My HE yJaJI0Ch HAUTH COIO3HUKOB CPEJIU 3aIaIHbIX JEPIKAB.

6. Cankt-IleTepOypr ObLT MOCTPOEH IEHON OTPOMHBIX YEIOBEUECKUX
NOTEPh U (PUHAHCOBBIX 3aTPAT.

7. Ilpu llerpe oOpa3zoBaHue cTajo JOCTYNHBIM [JIs JETEH, cojjar,
YUHOBHUKOB U LIEPKOBHBIX JEATEIECH.

8. IlpuumHOM BOCCTaHMI, KOTOpBIE OECIHOIIaJAHO TMOAABJISUINCH, OblLTa
HEIMOCUJIbHAs HAarpy3Ka Ha KPEMOCTHBIX KPECThSIH U TOPOJICKMX padOUHX.

9. Exarepuna | ynacnenoBana mpecTos, IOCKOJIbKY HACIEIHUK HE ObLI

0OBSIBIICH.
Ex.9. Make a brief report using a vocabulary from the text:

Introduction of numerous reforms made by Peter the Great.

Text B
Before reading the text, answer the questions:

1. What historical sights of St. Petersburg do you know?
2. Can you name any imperial residencies of Russian tsars?

Read the following text quickly without a dictionary and find out the
following information:

1. when and where the Winter Palace was initially built

2. why the first reconstruction was made
15



3. unsecure palace
4. destiny of the palace in the XX century

The Winter Palace

St. Petersburg's most famous building, not only physically dominates
Palace Square and the south embankment of the Neva River, but also plays a
central political, symbolic, and cultural role in the three-century history of the
city. The first Imperial residence on the site of the Winter Palace was a wooden
house in the Dutch style built in 1708 for Peter the Great and his family. This
was replaced in 1711 by a stone building, the remains of which formed the
foundations of the Hermitage Theatre. Parts of this original palace have now
been restored and are open to the public.

Empress Anna loannovna was the first of Peter's descendants to
reconstruct the palace. In 1731, she commissioned Francesco Bartolomeo
Rastrelli, the recently appointed court architect who would go on to become the
recognized master of late baroque in Russia, to create a new, larger palace on
the site. Completed in 1735, the third Winter Palace served for only 17 years
before Rastrelli was again asked, this time by Empress Elizabeth (Elizaveta
Petrovna), to expand the building. After two years proposing different plans to
adapt the existing building, Rastrelli eventually decided to completely rebuild
the palace, and his new design was confirmed by the empress in 1754. When
Catherine the Great came to the throne in 1762, the new palace was nearly
complete and, although Catherine removed Rastrelli from the project, his
designs for the exterior of the building have remained almost completely
unaltered to this day. The building forms a square with an interior courtyard
accessed via three archways facing Palace Square. The palace is 22m high, and
local planning regulations have prevented any building in the city centre rising
higher than this ever since. Within the Winter Palace, continual improvements
and revisions were made to the interiors throughout the 18th and 19th centuries.
In the 1780s and 1790s, Giacomo Quarenghi and lvan Starov created a new
enfilade of state rooms overlooking the Neva River. Under Emperor Nicholas I,
Carlo Rossi added the 1812 War Gallery in 1826. In December 1837, fire broke
out in the Winter Palace, destroying nearly all the palace interiors and only

being prevented from spreading to the priceless art collections in the Hermitage
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with the prior destruction of three passages leading between the two buildings.
Nicholas ordered that reconstruction of the palace be completed within one
year, a monumental effort considering the construction technologies of the day.
The lavish interiors were recreated under the supervision of Vasily Stasov,
while his fellow architect Alexander Briullov added new designs in more
contemporary styles. Alexander Il was the last of the Tsars to genuinely use the
Winter Palace as his main residence. After his assassination in 1881, it became
clear that the palace was too large to be properly secured (the first attempt on
his life the year before had been a bomb that damaged several rooms in the
palace and killed 11 guards). Alexander Il and Nicholas Il both set up their
family residences at suburban palaces, the former at Gatchina and the latter at
the Alexander Palace in Tsarskoye Selo. Nonetheless, the Winter Palace was
still used for official ceremonies and receptions. A spectacular masked ball
commemorating the anniversary of the reign of Tsar Alexey Mikhailovich
(1646-1676), the second Romanov Tsar, held in 1903 was the last major event
hosted by the Imperial family at the Winter Palace. In 1905, the Winter Palace
was a mute witness to the Bloody Sunday Massacre on Palace Square, when
thousands of striking workers came to meet the Tsar in peaceful protest and
were met by a re-enforced contingent of troops with orders to fire at will.
Although Nicholas Il was not responsible for this seminal tragedy, it marked
the beginning of the end for the power of the Imperial family, which was
increasingly isolated at its suburban residence. The Winter Palace saw the
official opening of the first Duma in 1906, and Nicholas Il and his wife
returned to the palace to accept the salute of troops departing for the front in
1914. Soon, however, the Winter Palace was to be stripped of much of its
wealth and transformed into a temporary hospital for wounded soldiers. In
1917, after Nicholas Il's abdication and the February Revolution, the Winter
Palace became the seat of the Provisional Government under Alexander
Kerenskiy. It was against this authority, rather than the Imperial family, that the
Bolshevik-led revolutionary forces besieged and then stormed the palace in
October of the same year. In the ensuing anarchy, a portion of the Winter
Palace's riches were ransacked, including the enormous Imperial wine cellars.
The Winter Palace was declared part of the State Hermitage Museum on 17
October 1917. Although initial Bolshevik policy was to remove all Imperial

symbols from the palace and use the premises as a museum of the Revolution,
17



the restoration project of the 1940s and 1950s, which followed further extensive
damage to the building during the Siege of Leningrad, saw the beginning of an
ongoing process to return the Imperial splendor of many of the palace's rooms.
The State Rooms of the Winter Palace now form one of the most popular
sections of the Hermitage, and are essential viewing for all visitors to St.

Petersburg.
(http://www.saint.petersburg.com)

Ex.1. Do the following tasks based on the text B:

- divide the text into logical parts

- give atitle to each part

- summarize the contents of each part in 2-3 sentences

- give the summary of the text.

Ex.2. Write out the key words from each part.
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Lesson 2
Text A

Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs and guess who is illustrated in
the picture.

Answer the following questions:

How can you characterize Catherine | as a political figure?
What are her main political achievements?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
Holstein-Gottorp [ 'holftain]
Karl Friedrich [ fri:drig]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
candidacy [ 'kendidasi]

co-ruler [kou 'ru:lo]

guard [ga:d]

the Holy Synod [ havlr 'siad]
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the Senate [ senit]
the Supreme Privy Council [su pri:m "privi 'kavnsal]
totally [ "toutali]

Study the following words and expressions:

ascension, n [9'senfan] - BOCXOXKACHUE

bribery, n [ braibori] — B3siTka, B3ITHUUECTBO

count, n [kavnt] - rpad

devotion, n [di'voufon] - mpenaHHOCTD

embezzlement, n [1m bezlmont] — xuienue, pactpara

maturity, n [ma 'tjuoriti] — 3pesocTb, COBEPILICHHOJIETHE

reside, v [r1'zaid] — HaXOIUTHCS, TPUHATICKATD

restrict, v [r1 strikt] - orpaHnuUBaTH

smallpox, n [ 'smo:1 poks] - ocra

supervise, v [ 'su:p9,vaiz] — KOHTPOJIUPOBATH

thereby, adj [, 0o bai] — Tem cambiMm

will, v [wil] — 3aBemaTh

to be obsessed with [ob sest wid] — ObITH OJIEP)KUMBIM YEM-TTUOO

to reduce expenditures [r1'dju:s 1ks penditforz] — yMmeHbIIIaTh TPATHI,
PacxXoIbl

to take core decisions [teik ko: di's13onz] — npuHUMATH KIIOYEBHIE
pEIIcHUS

to undermine the authority [ Ando 'main di: 9: Ooriti] — moprIBaTh BIACTh
Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Catherine |

Russian Empress Catherine | was the second wife of Peter | the Great and
Empress of Russia from 1725 to 1727.

In 1724 Catherine was officially named co-ruler and when Peter died in
1725 without naming an heir, Catherine's candidacy for the throne was
supported by the guards of the Semenovsky and Preobrazhensky regiments that
liked Peter very much and after his death transferred their trust and devotion to
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his wife Catherine. Her candidacy was also supported by several powerful and
important individuals who saw Catherine as their guarantee to maintaining their
power.

As a result, the Holy Synod, the Senate and other high officials almost
immediately proclaimed Catherine Empress of Russia. Becoming the first
female ruler in Russia she started a new page in the history of women in power
that continued with her daughters Elizabeth and Catherine Il, who preferred to
stick to Peter’s reformist policies.

Catherine’s great administrative innovation was the establishment of the
Supreme Privy Council of Imperial Russia on 8 February 1726. She named six
of Peter's former advisors as its members and effectively transferred control of
government affairs to the new body, thereby undermining the authority of the
Senate and the Synod, which had been Peter's main administrative instruments.
Originally, the council included six members — Aleksandr Menshikov, Fyodor
Apraksin, Gavrila Golovkin, Andrey Osterman, Pyotr Tolstoy and Dmitry
Golitsyn.

Several months later, Catherine's son-in-law Karl Friedrich, Duke of
Holstein-Gottorp, joined the Council. During Catherine's reign, the Council was
dominated by Prince Menshikov. The role of the Senate lost its importance and
all state affairs were supervised by Catherine’s advisers who also took all the
core decisions. Peter’s reformist activities were totally lost and bribery and
embezzlement became widespread.

But Catherine still enjoyed the support of ordinary Russians — they loved
their Empress for her kindness and generosity. She easily granted money to the
poor, became the godmother to the children of peasants and gave generously to
widowed brides.

But her foreign activity was restricted to diplomatic letters supporting the
interests of her son-in-law Karl Friedrich, Duke of Holstein-Gottorp.
Catherine’s rule went down in history as a period free from any major military
conflicts. At the time of Peter's death Russia's army was easily the largest in
Europe. Since the nation was at peace, Catherine was determined to reduce
military expenditures and she succeeded in this. Smaller taxes for peasants,
which resulted from her actions, led to her reputation as a just and fair ruler.

With Peter she was content to live in the shadow of her husband and after

his death she was pleased to remain the “goddess” of Tsarskoye Selo, their
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estate near St. Petersburg. She was the first royal owner of the Tsarskoye Selo
estate, where the Catherine Palace still bears her name. She was also interested
in the fleet her husband was so obsessed with.

After Peter’s death Catherine reigned for just 16 months. True power in
fact resided in the hands of Count Menshikov, who had been instrumental in
Catherine’s ascension to the throne. At the beginning, Catherine attempted to
follow Peter’s policies, but very soon his reformist spirit was almost totally
abandoned.

Catherine gave her name to Ekaterinehof near St. Petersburg and built the
first bridges in the new capital.

Before she died in 1727 at the age of 43, Catherine willed the throne of
Russia to the 12-year-old grandson of Peter the Great, who was crowned in
Uspensky Cathedral in 1728 and proclaimed Emperor Peter 1l. The young
Emperor was very handsome, well-educated and fluent in German, French and
Latin.

According to Catherine’s will until he reached maturity, the Russian
empire was to be ruled by the High Secret Council with the active participation
of her two daughters Anna and Elizaveta.

However, Menshikov was again able to consolidate power in his own
hands, and in fact ruled the country. The reign of young Emperor Peter 11 ended
in 1730, when he died from smallpox at the age of 16.

(http://russiapedia.rt.com)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

How long was Catherine | on the throne?

How did she become an Empress of Russia?

What administrative body was established by Catherine 1?
Who really ruled the country?

Why was Catherine | popular among ordinary people?
Why did she reduce military expenditures?

Who was the throne willed to by Catherine 1?

Who was Russia ruled by after her death?

O N O~ WDdRE
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Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

guarantee to maintain power

to supervise state affairs

widespread bribery and embezzlement
attempt to follow

to consolidate power

Ex.3. Match the words with their definitions:

embezz| when someone or something is completely grown or
ement developed
maturity when someone is offered money or a present so that
they will do something, usually something dishonest
regimen a legal document that explains what you want to
t happen to your money and possession after you die
will to steal money that belongs to the company or
organization that you work for
expendit someone with an important position in an
ure organization
bribery the total amount of money that a government or
person spends
devotion a large group of soldiers
official great love or loyalty for someone or something

Ex.4. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a
dictionary if necessary:

Verb Noun Adjective

supervise

obsessed

Decision

participation

determine
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Ascension

educated

Ex.5. Give your own definitions of the following words:

empress
co-ruler
innovation
son-in-law
widow
bridge

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:

1. ExkarepuHa craja M[EpBOM  KEHUIMHOM  MPABUTEIEM
Poccuiickon HMmnepun, W CHadasa OHA IIBITAJNACH  CJIEAOBATH
peOPMUCTCKUM UESIM CBOETO MYyXKa.

2. ITerp 1 ymep, He Ha3BaB HacCJEIHUKA, M KaHAUJIATypa
Exarepunbl Oblla momanepkaHa BIUSTEIBHBIMH JIIOJbMHU, KOTOpPBIC
HaJIESITNCh, 9TO OHa OyJIET rapaHTOM COXPaHEHUs WX BJIACTH.

3. Cenar wu CuHO;n  ObUIM  BaOXHEUIIMMU  OpraHaMu
aaMHUHUCTpAaTUBHOTO yrpasieHus npu Ilerpe I, Ho Exarepuna I
yupenuna Bepxosusiii Taiinbiii CoBEeT, KOTOPBINA B35 Ha ceOsl KOHTPOJb
HAJl IPABUTEIbCTBEHHBIMU JICTIAMU.

4.  KTO KOHTPOJHMPOBAJI BCE TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIC Jiea U TPUHUMA
KJIFOUEBBIC pEIICHUS?

5.  Tlockomwsky mepuon npasnenns Exatepunst [ 510 Bpems 6e3
KaKWX-JTMOO0 3HAYMTEIbHBIX BOCHHBIX KOH(IWKTOB, BOECHHBIEC PACXOIBI
OBLITU COKpAIICHBI.

6. Dapckoe Ceno mnoOAyyuao CBOE Ha3BaHUE B  YECTb
nMneparpuilpl Exatpunsr L.

7.  Hmneparpuna 3aBeniana POCCHMCKUU MPECTOJI
nBeHaanaTuiaeTHeMy BHYKY Ilerpa I, koTopslit Obu1 KOpoHOBaH B 1728 u
yMep oT ociibl B 1730.
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Ex.7. Make a brief report on the topic “Empress Catherine I”. Note to
mention your point of view on this subject matter (use the phrases below):

In my opinion...

To my mind...

I have no doubt that...

My own feeling on the subject is that...
[ am of the opinion that...

Text B
Before reading the text, answer the following questions:

1.  What was the main government institution during Peter’s I
reign?
2. What was it in charge of?

Read the text and try to understand its general content:
The Supreme Privy Council established

On February 8 (19), 1726 under the decree of Catherine | was
established the Supreme Privy Council — formally the supreme state institution
of Russia in charge of the most important domestic and foreign affairs in
Russia.

After the death of Emperor Peter | in 1725, his wife Catherine
ascended the throne. She created the Supreme Privy Council from among the
companions of the late Emperor, which was to advise the Sovereign what is to
be done in public decision-making. Council was in charge of the boards, while
the role the Senate declined.

At first the Privy Council numbered seven members: A. D.
Menshikov, F. M. Apraksin, G. I. Golovkin, P. A. Tolstoy, A. N. Osterman, D.
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M. Golitsyn, representing the interest of the highborn nobility, and Catherine’s I
son-in-law duke Carl Golshtinsky.

The members of the Supreme Privy Council elaborated for Catherine
| “the opinion on the established Privy Council” where they determined the
rights and functions of this body. It was supposed that all the most important
decisions must be made only by the Supreme Privy Council and any emperor’s
decree must end by the words ‘issued at the Privy Council’. The Privy Council
was in charge of the foreign policy, army and navy, appointment of the highest
officials (including senators), control over the collegiums, financial
management and supervisory authorities.

Financial issues, which were in the center of the council activities, its
members tried to solve in two ways: by streamlining the accounting and control
over public revenue and expenditure, and by savings. Collecting the poll tax
and recruits was no longer the duty of the Army but of civilian authorities;
military units were withdrawn from rural to urban areas, and some officers of
the nobles sent on long leave without receiving their salaries. To save money,
the Council members resolved to eliminate a number of local establishments
(outdoor courts, offices of Zemstvo commissioners) and reduction of the
number of employees locally. Part of the petty officials, who had no class rank,
has been stripped of their salaries.

Supreme Privy Council removed restrictions on trade of certain
goods, abolished many restrictive tariffs and created favorable conditions for
foreign merchants, in particular, previously illegal trade via the port of
Arkhangelsk was now authorized. In 1726 was signed a treaty of alliance with
Austria, which defined the character of Russian policy in the international arena
for a few decades.

If under Catherine | the Council was a deliberative body with the
wide-ranged authorities, under Peter 11 it concentrated the entire power in its
hands. At first it was Menshikov who was in command, but in September of
1727 he was arrested and deposed. On the initiative of aristocrats who had
strengthen their position, first of all Golitsyn and Dolgorukiy, in January of
1730 after the death of Peter Il the Supreme Privy Council rejected all the
candidates of the Catherine | will and invited to the throne Anna loanovna,
widow duchesse of Kurland.
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At the same time on the initiative of Golitsyn was decided to reform
the political system of Russia by the elimination of the autocracy and the
introduction of a limited monarchy. To this end, Council members suggested
that the future Empress sign a special arrangement - "Conditions" under which
she was deprived of autonomy to make policy decisions: to make peace and
declare war, appoint to public offices, to change the tax system.

Lack of unity among the supporters of the Supreme Privy Council,
who tried to limit the power of the Empress, led to the fact that Anna loanovna,
having arrived to Moscow, tore the “Conditions” to pieces in public, supported
by gentry and guards.

Under the manifesto of March 4 (15), 1730 the Supreme Privy
Council was abolished and the majority of its members were exiled.

(http://www.prlib.ru)

Ex.1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions in
cursive. Consult a dictionary if necessary:

public decision-making

determined the rights and functions
supervisory authorities

control over public revenue

poll tax

Ex.2. Divide the text into logical parts, give a title to each part.

Ex.3. Write out key words from each part. Summarize the contents of
each part in 1-2 sentences using the key words.

Ex.4. Write down the summary of the text in English.
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Lesson 3
Text A
Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs what it is.
Give your reasons to prove your guesses.

Answer the following questions:

Look at the picture. Whose portrait is it?
Who did Anna loannovna succeed?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:

Belgrade [bel greid ]
Biron [ 'baroron |
Crimea [krar mio ]
Khotin [ 'kautiy ]
Ochakov [o'ka:kof ]

Guess the meaning of these words:
decree [ di'kri: ]
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empress [ ‘empras ]

grenadier [ grena'dir ]

hussar [ ha'za:r |

illusion [ 1'lu:3n ]

metallurgy [ ‘'metl3:rd3i |

regent [ 'ri:dzont ]

the secret search chancellery [8o 'si:krot s3:1tf "tfaensalori ]
the Supreme Privy Council [ 8 su:'pri:m 'privi 'kavnsl |
to restore [tu r1'sto:r ]

Study the following words and expressions:

contender, n [kon'tendar | npereHaeHT

depose, v [ di'pouz ] cBeprath

entrepreneurship, n[ a:ntropra n3:tfip | npeANPUHUMATEIHCTBO

figurehead, n ['figjorhed | HoMUHATBHBIN TJIaBa, MAPUOHETKA

intimidate, v [ m'timidert | 3amyruBath

invincibility, n [ in vinsa'bilati ] HemoO6eaUMOCTH

offspring, n ['o:fspriy | ormipeick

regiment, n [ 'red3imoant | mosk

torture, n ['to:rtfor | mpITKa

twofold, adv ['tu:fould ] B 1Ba paza

at best [ &t best | — B myumiem ciydae

to appoint a successor [ tu o'point e1 sok 'sesor | — Ha3HAYUTH MPECMHHUKA

at worst [ &t wa:rst | — B xyamem ciydae

to confer a rank [ tu: kon'fs:r er renk ] — npucrauBath yuH, 3BaHKe

death sentence [ def 'sentons | — cMepTHBII PUTOBOP

in particular [ m por'tikjolor ] — B ocobeHHOCTH

industrial enterprise [ 1n'dastriol ‘entorpraiz | — TPOMBINIICHHOE
IPEAIPUATHE

to impose taxes [ tu im'pooz teks | — obmarath Hajgoramu

internal and foreign policy [ mn't3:rnl @nd 'fo:ron "pa:loesi | — BHyTpeHHss
Y BHEIIHSS TOJUTHKA

to sentence to death [ tu: 'sentons tu: de | — mpuroBopuTh K CMEPTH
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Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Anna loannovna

Anna ascended the Russian throne largely by accident, when the reigning
emperor, the 14-year-old Peter |1, died unexpectedly on 29 January 1730.

The throne was left without a designated heir and with relatively few
proper candidates. The Supreme Privy Council chose Anna over Elizaveta, a
teenage daughter of Peter the Great, who was another contender to the throne.

They offered the throne to Anna hoping that she would feel indebted for
her unexpected fortune and remain a figurehead at best and malleable at worst.
She was compelled to sign nine articles (conditions as they were called)
limiting her power.

She was not to marry, not to appoint a successor to the throne, not to
declare war or make peace, not to impose taxes, not to confer any rank higher
than colonel, not to spend government money, not to sign death sentences and
not to distribute or confiscate estates and honours without the permission of the
Privy Council. She also had to agree to allow the Privy Council to name her
successor.

On 8 March a coup d'¢tat, engineered by a party of Anna’s personal
friends, overthrew the Privy Council and Anna tore up the conditions in public;
the members of the Privy Council were arrested and subsequently either
sentenced to death or banished. On 28 April, 1730, Anna loannovna was
crowned Empress of Russia in the Dormition Cathedral of the Moscow
Kremlin, thus becoming the second crowned female ruler of Russia, after
Catherine I.

As one of her first acts to consolidate her power she restored (in 1731) the
Secret Search Chancellery, the supreme body of political investigation, which
used torture, death and exile to intimidate and terrorise those who opposed the
tsarina.

Although Anna ostensibly ruled Russia with the help of a cabinet of five

ministers, she did not sign the majority of official documents, preferring to
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leave them to her ministers and Biron who was made the official minion, Count
and Head Chamberlain. However, Biron was sufficiently prudent not to meddle
in foreign or military affairs and left these departments in the able hands of two
other foreigners, Andrey Osterman (1686 — 1747) who essentially governed
Russian foreign policy, and Burkhardt Minnich, a skillful administrator.

Under Anna's reign, Russia’s internal and foreign policies generally
continued to follow the line of Peter the Great After dissolution in 1730 of the
Supreme Secret Council the value of the Senate was restored, and in 1731 the
Cabinet, which would effectively rule the country, was created. In 1732, Anna
loannovna brought the Imperial Court and high state institutions back to St.
Petersburg from Moscow where they had been situated since 1728. Not trusting
the former political elite and guards, the Empress created new Izmailovsky and
Horse regiments — staffed by foreigners and Russians from the south.

A number of major requests from the nobility, which had been put
forward in 1730, were satisfied. In 1731, an unpopular decree regarding the
inheritance of property passed by Peter the Greatin 1714, was cancelled, a
special military corps, the Shlyakhetsky Corps (the first Military Cadet Corps in
Russia), for children of noblemen was founded, in 1732 salaries to Russian
officers were increased twofold, in 1736 the term of military service was
reduced to 25 years and nobles were given the right to exempt one son from
service in order to manage the family estate.

The policy of expanding serfdom continued: by a decree of 1736, all
workers of industrial enterprises were declared property of their owners. Anna's
reign was also marked by the extensive development of economy and trade and,
in particular, by the rise of Russian industry, including metallurgy.

Russia became the world leader in iron production. From the second half
of the 1730s the gradual transfer of state enterprises to private hands began, for
example, the Berg Regulation of 1739 which stimulated entrepreneurship in the
mining industry. It was also during Anna’s sovereignty that the Imperial
Academy of Sciences established itself within Russian society and
internationally.

The chief military events of the reign were the War of Polish Succession
(1733 — 1735) and the Second Crimean War. The Russian-Turkish war of
1735 — 1739 cost about 100 thousand men and millions of roubles; the Russian

army twice invaded Crimea (1736, 1738) destroying it and seizing the Turkish
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fortresses of Ochakov and Khotin. However, unskilful actions by Mdinnich,
who commanded the army, compelled Russia to sign the Belgrade Peace
Treaty, according to which Russia had to return to Turkey all seized lands with
the exception of the city of Azov and a small district at the mouth of the Don
River.

Still, the illusion of Ottoman invincibility was dissipated and Russian
soldiers learned that 100,000 Turks were no match, in a fair field, for half that
number of grenadiers and hussars; moreover, the Crimean Tatar hordes had
been nearly exterminated and Russia's successes had immensely increased its
international prestige. The war marked the beginning of Russia’s drive
southward which was later brought to fruition by Catherine II.

By the spring of 1740 Anna loannovna's health had seriously deteriorated.
Anna spent her last days endeavouring to make her line of the Romanov
dynasty preeminent against the superior claims of her cousin Elizaveta
Petrovna. Without any offspring of her own, Anna named her infant grand
nephew (the grandson of her deceased sister Catherine and son of her niece,
Anna Leopoldovna), Ivan Antonovich of Braunschweig (born in August 1740),
as heir with Biron as his regent. The Empress died as a result of kidney failure
on 17 October, 1740 at the age of 47.

Anna’s succession strategy failed, however, as Biron was replaced as
regent just months after Anna’s death by Anna Leopoldovna. Ivan Antonovich
(lvan VI) remained on the throne for less than two years; his mother was
deposed in another coup d’etat by Elizaveta Petrovna resulting in Ivan VI and
all his family’s life imprisonment.

(www.russiapedia.rt.com)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

1 How and when did Anna ascend to the throne?

2. What limited her power?

3 What wasn’t she allowed to do according to the conditions?

4,  When did coup d’état take place? What happened to its
members?

5. When and where was Anna loannovna crowned?

6. How did she try to consolidate her power?
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7. Who really ruled the country?

8. What line did Anna loannovna follow in internal policy?

9.  What requests from nobility were satisfied during her reign?
10. How can the state of industrial development be characterised?
11. What wars marked her reign?

12.  What were the consequences of the Russian-Turkish war?

13.  Who did Anna loannovna choose as her heir?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these word expressions:

by accident

designated heir

to meddle in foreign and military affairs
inheritance of property

extensive development of trade

gradual transfer

unskillful actions

superior claim

Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these word expressions:

B30MTH Ha TPOH

YyBCTBOBATh €051 00s13aHHBIM

OCTaBaThCsl HOMUHAJIBHBIM TJIaBOU
OOBSBUTH BOWHY

MO’KaJIOBATh UM KOH(PUCKOBATH MOMECTHE
YKPEIUISITh BIACTh

CPOK BOCHHOM CITy OBl

roCyAapCTBEHHOE MPEIPUATHE
3aXBau€HHBIE 3eMJIU

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1. someone who competes with other people to try to win

something
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2. a large area of land in the country that is owned by a family

3. a person who rules a country only for a limited period,
because the king or queen is absent or too young

4. the condition of someone being sent or kept away from their
own country, especially for political reasons

5. a business company or organization

6. someone who has the position of leader but who has no real
power

7. to defeat or remove someone from power, using force

8. respect and admiration given to someone or something,
usually because of a reputation for high quality success or social
influence

Ex.5. Give your own definitions to the following words:

Secret Search Chancellery
property

salary

entrepreneurship

fortress

treaty

offspring

coup d’etat

Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a
dictionary if necessary:

VERB NOUN ADJECTIVE
permission
expanding
action
replace
Sign
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investigation

Successor

Ex.7. Translate from Russian into English:

1. Tlocne neoxupanuout cmeptu Ilerpa I, nmous Ileprta |I,
EnuzaBeta, Obli1a MPETEHACHTKOM HA POCCUMCKUM MPECTOI.

2.  UYro Bepxosusbiit Taitneiii CoBer 3anperus1 Anne MloaHHOBHE
IIOCJIE €€ BOCUIECTBUS HA MTPECTON?

3.  bupon, xoTopselil cuntancs opuuraaIbHbIM ()aBOPUTOM AHHBI
HNoanHoBHBI, OBUT  JOCTAaTOYHO MPEIYCMOTPUTENICH, UYTOOBI  HE
BMEIINBATHCS BO BHENIHIOW NONIUTUKY Poccum.

4.  Taitnas Kannenspusi ucrnosib3oBaja MbITKH, CMEPTHYIO Ka3Hb
U CCBUIKHM, YTOOBI 3alyraTb T€X, KTO ObLJI HE COIJaceH C MOJUTHUKOU
Annbl 1OaHHOBHBI.

5. HBan VI ocraBancs Ha TpoHE MEHee MABYX JIET, CHadala
bupon ObuT cMelIeH C MO3UIMKM €r0 PEereHTa, a MO3Ke ero Marb, AHHA
Jleononp0BHA ObLIa CBEpPrHyTa B pE3yjibTaTe TrOCYAAPCTBEHHOTO
IIEpEBOPOTA.

6. Ilouemy Anna MoanHOBHa He MOIJIa HAa3HAYaTh MPEEMHUKA,
OOBSIBISATH BOWHY, oOOjaraTh HajJoraMu, HPUCBAWBaTh 3BaHUS U HE
MOAMUCHIBATh CMEPTHBIE TPUTOBOPHI?

7. V3malnoBCKMd W KOHHBIA TOJKHA OBUIM YKOMIUICEKTOBAHBI
MHOCTpPAHIIaMU TIOCKOJIbKY HUMIIEpaTpulla He JoBepsjia  ObIBIICH
MOJINTUYECKOU JTUTE U IBapIehIIaMm.

8. B xonme 1730 romoB roCydapCTBEHHBbIE MNPEANPUATHSA

IHOCTCIICHHO HAa4YaJIHU IICPCXOJNUTh B YaCTHBIC PYKH.
Ex.8. Make a brief report on one of the following topics:
Ascending the Russian throne

Domestic policy
The Russian-Turkish War and its consequences

35



Text B

Before reading the text, answer the following questions:

1. What was the state of Russian culture by the beginning
of 17307
2. What were traditional entertainments of nobility?

Read the following text quickly without a dictionary and find out the
following information:

1. famous buildings constructed during the reign of Anna
loannovna

2. appearance of ballet and opera

3. weigh of the Tsar Bell

4. variety of court entertainment

Development of Arts and Culture

Under Anna loannovna, the systematic development of the city St.
Petersburg took place, including cobbling and the building of stone structures.
Numerous buildings dating back to Anna’s reign can be found in the city: the
Kunstkammer (1734), the St. Peter and Paul Cathedral, the Twelve Colleges
Building, the Church of Simeon and Anna, and many others. A prominent
architect of the time, Peter Yeropkin, created the planning structure for the
centre of St. Petersburg.

Anna also supported Russia's emerging interest in ballet. The first public
performance of the Russian ballet took place in 1735 and was staged for Anna
by Jean-Baptiste Lande, the dance master of the Military Academy. Noting the
Russians' love and talent for dance, Lande founded three years later Her
Majesty's Dancing School with 12 children of palace servants as students (the
institution has existed ever since and is currently known as the Vaganova

Academy of Russian Ballet). Soon after, ballet presentations became
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fashionable. Opera was also introduced in Russia during Anna's reign, when
Italian composer Francesco Araja was invited to direct the new opera company
in St. Petersburg. In 1735 ‘The Power of Love and Hate’ by Araja was staged at
the new 1000-seat Imperial Theatre.

Tsar Bell

A notable event during the rule of Anna loannovna was the creation of the
largest bell in the world, the Great Uspensky Bell, or the Tsar Bell, cast by
Russian craftsmen Motorins (father and son), which today stands at the foot of
the Ivan the Great Bell Tower in the Moscow Kremlin. In 1730, Anna
loannovna wished to re-cast the old Great Uspensky Bell which had been
destroyed in a fire in 1701, and to increase its weight to 10,000 pounds (almost
170 tonnes).

The proposition was put forth to Parisian craftsmen but they declined
believing it impossible to cast a bell of this size. Ivan and Mikhail Motorins
agreed to try, and casting work began on lvanovskaya Square in the Kremlin.
The first attempt was unsuccessful, and Ivan Motorin died ‘of sadness,’
according to official records. However, his son Mikhail brilliantly completed
the work, and on the night of 25 November 1735, 202 tonnes of bronze were
successfully poured into the bell mould in just 36 minutes.

The bell remained in the casting pit for decoration work, but during the
fire of 1737, a piece of the bell weighing 11.5 tonnes broke off because of
uneven cooling from poured water. The Tsar Bell remained in the casting pit for
100 years until it was put on a pedestal by architect A. Monferrand in 1836.

Court entertainment.

Anna’s court in St. Petersburg represented a mix of old-Moscow customs
and elements of new European culture, introduced to Russia by Peter |I.
Foreigners gasped at the splendour of Anna's court and her passion for luxury.
The Empress spent a lot of time in idle entertainments among jesters, dwarves,
cripples, God's fools, fortune-tellers, dark-skinned slaves, and so on. She
enjoyed watching comedies performed by Italian and German actors.

She particularly liked fight scenes and arranged wrestling contests among
court jesters. Among the Empress's other passions were card games, in which
enormous sums were won and lost. One of Anna’s jesters, the Italian fiddler

and juggler Pietro-Myra Pedrillo, amassed a large fortune before returning to
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his hometown of Naples. Wild animals were let loose in the Peterhof Park to
satisfy Anna's lust for hunting. Loaded rifles stood in all palace rooms so that
the Empress could shoot at birds flying past the windows. Each year she killed
several hundred animals.

(http://russiapedia.rt.com)

Ex.1. Match the English words with the Russian ones:

jester peMeCIIEeHHUK

cast IBOD

prominent BEJIUKOJICTIUE, TBIIIHOCTh
splendour JUThE, OTJIUBKA

craftsman IIyT

court BBIJAIOIIUIACS, U3BECTHBIN

Ex.2. Tell the content of each paragraph in 2-3 sentences.
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Lesson 4
Text A

Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs what it is.
Give your reasons to prove your guesses.

Study the pronunciation of the following proper words:

Anna [ 'ana] Martha [ ' ma:09]
Austria [ 'pstrio] Moscow [ mpskou]
Elizabeth [1'l1zoba0] Petersburg [ pi:toz b3:g]
France [fra:ns] Sophia [sov 'fais]

Ivan [ arv(o)n] Prussia [ 'praf9]

Guess the meaning of the following words:

empress [ empras]
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prince [prins]
regent [ rr.d3ont]
leader ['Ir.do]
etiquette [ etiket]
Bible [ 'baibl]

Study the following words and expressions:

apathetic, adj [ @po'Oetik] — anaTuunbIi

ascend, v [o'send] — B30o#TH

banish, v [ 'baenif] — BeicnaTh

bloodshed, n [ 'blad [ed] - kxpoBonpoauTHE

coup, n [ku:] — rocynapcTBeHHbBIN IEPEBOPOT

eradicate, v [1'reedr kert] — uckopeHUTH

existence, n [1g zistons] — CyIieCTBOBaHHE

grow up, v [grou Ap] — pactu, BeIpacTaTh

illegitimate, adj [, 1l1 d3itimit] — He3akOHHBIN, BHEOpaUHbBIN

mature, v [mo'tfua(r)] — chopMupoBaThCS Kak JIMYHOCTh, CTATh 3PEIBIM

nunnery, n [ 'NANart] — >KEHCKU MOHACTHIPH

passionate, adj [ 'pafonit] — cTpacTHBIN

perpetual, adj [pa'petjual] — MOCTOSIHHBIN, BEUHBIH

populace, n [ popjuvlos] — mpocToit Hapo, Macchl, HaCEICHUE

promiscuous, adj [pro miskjuas] — pacmyieHHbIH

socialite n ['soufo lart] — cBeTCKMH 4YeIOBEK, 3aHUMAIOIIMKA BHUIHOE
TIOJIOKEHHUE B 00IIIECTBE

siblings, n [ 'siblin] — poxHo#t OpaT, poaHas cecTpa

succeed, v [sok'si:d] — cMeHSTB, CTaTh IPEEMHUKOM

survive, v [so'valv] — BbDKUBAThH

throne, n [6raun] — Tpon

vindictiveness, v [vin'diktivnis] - McTuTEIBHOCTD

in check — mox koHTpONIEM

to ascend to the throne — B3oiiTi Ha TpoH

to serve as regent — BBICTYyIaTh B KaUe€CTBE PETeHTa

to take the throne — BctynaTs Ha nmpecTon
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Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:
Elizabeth of Russia

Elizabeth of Russia, also known as Elizaveta Petrovna, was the Empress
of Russia from 1741 to 1762.

Elizabeth Petrovna led a charmed existence. Born on 18 December 1709,
to Peter the Great and Martha Skaronska, or Catherine I, a peasant, she was
technically illegitimate (her parents were not officially married at the time of
her birth). She had 11 siblings but only a few of them survived to adulthood.
Elizabeth grew up in a supportive and loving environment. She lived an
enchanted lifestyle in which she learned to appreciate the customs and etiquette
of both Western culture and Russian tradition; Elizabeth was a passionate
church attendee, Russian patriot, fluent speaker of the French, Italian, and
German languages, and a competent dancer of the minuet.

Elizabeth’s father, Peter, had abolished the law of succession during his
reign. Subsequently, the Supreme Council was given the right to choose Peter’s
heir to the throne. Upon the death of Peter the Great, her cousin Anna ascended
to the throne and Elizabeth was allowed to remain a promiscuous, apathetic
Russian socialite. By 1740, however, Elizabeth had matured; she was frustrated
by her cousin, Empress Anne's, vindictiveness as a political leader and the
perpetual threats of banishing Elizabeth to a nunnery. As Empress Anne lay on
her deathbed, the people hoped that Elizabeth would take the throne. Instead,
she was passed over in favor of Prince Anton and Anna Leopoldnovna’s newly
born son, Ivan VI, on whose behalf his mother, served as regent. Secret agents
acting on the orders of the Regent Anna watched Elizabeth day and night. Anna
was worried that Elizabeth would incite a revolt against her, because Anna
recognized that as a foreigner, the Russian populace distrusted her, while
Elizabeth was a favorite of the guards and loved by the people.

On November 25, 1741, Elizabeth was ready to take her place among the
annals of Russian political leaders. With the help of her political supporters,
Elizabeth arrested Regent Anna and the infant emperor. Even though it was a
daring coup, it was accomplished without bloodshed. Elizabeth crowned herself

the empress on April 25, 1742. That in victory, Elizabeth was fair, graceful, and
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managed to keep her revenge in check; she had emerged from the shadows of
neglected, carefree princess status to become Russia’s ruler.

Elizabeth proved to be politically and militarily beneficial to Russia. The
incompetence of the previous two tsars had cost the country scores of national
pride. Elizabeth increased morale by reinstating her father's policy of
appointing only Russian citizens to top advisory positions within the
government, thereby avoiding foreign influence. The Senate was revitalized and
the 'Secret Council' was eradicated. She made humanitarian gains by outlawing
the death penalty. In 1743, she attained a historic victory for diplomacy by
negotiating an end to the long-standing land dispute between Russia and
Sweden. She was also chiefly responsible for maintaining the alliance between
Russia, Austria, and France, against Prussia during the Seven Years' War.

Elizabeth's reign was marked by political as well as cultural
advancements. On January 25, 1755, she set forth a decree to establish the
founding of the University of Moscow. She proved to be a blessing to the
Russian Orthodox Church; she donated large sums of money to the church and
set the price of Bibles at five rubles. Elizabeth established a solid foundation for
the arts; she created a state theater, brought in Italian instrumentalists, singers,
and set designers to complement the court choir. In addition, she changed
Petersburg architecture to reflect the styles that were dominant in Western
Europe at that time.

On December 25, 1761, Elizabeth died leaving no children as heirs; she
had never married. She left the throne to her nephew, Peter Il who died shortly
thereafter. His wife, Sophia, who would later become Catherine the Great.

(http://departments.kings.edu/womens_history/elizabethtsar.html)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. What education did Elizabeth receive?

2. Who ascended to the throne after Peter’s death?

3. What was Elizabeth’s status during Anna’s and then Regent’s ruling?
4. Why did Elizabeth stage a coup?

5. What changes did she make in Russian system of governing?

6. How did she prove to be militarily beneficial to Russia?
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7. What achievements did the empress have in the cultural life of the
country?

8. What did she do for education?

9. Why was Elizabeth a blessing to the Russian Orthodox Church?

Ex. 2. Explain the difference in meaning between the following words
and expressions:

a sibling/ a cousin

a revolt/a daring coup

to live an enchanted lifestyle/ to lead a charmed existence

to ascend to the throne/to be an heir to the throne

to remain a promiscuous, apathetic socialite/to be politically and
militarily beneficial

Ex. 3. a) Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:

HEe3aKOHHbIU, C FOPUOUYECKOU MOYKU 3PEHUS.
8bICOKO YeHUMb 00bluau U mpaouyuu
OMMEHUMb 3AKOH

be3 Kposonporumus

80CCMAHOBUMb NOJIUMUKY

OCHOBAMb YHUBEPCUMEm

NO0BEPSHYMb U3CHAHUIO

gcmynams Ha NPecmoi

JUUAMb 3AKOHHOU CUTIbL

nepeoams 8 0ap/noxicepmao8anmsy

b) Tell your partner about the Elizabeth’s life and ruling using these
words and expressions.

Ex. 4. Find words from the text which have these definitions:

1. a person who loves their country and who is ready to defend it against

an enemy
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2. a person who has the legal right to receive somebody’s property,
money or title when that person dies

3. to officially end a law, a system or an institution

4. (of a child or young person) behaving in a sensible way, like an adult or
fully grown and developed

5. a person who goes to a lot of fashionable parties and is often written
about in the newspapers, etc

6. all the ordinary people of a particular country or area

7. to give money, food, clothes, etc. to somebody/something, especially a
charity

Ex. 5. Insert the words and phrases into the sentences. Translate these
sentences into Russian:

abolished succeed the Empress | traditions a patron

by both parents | power popuace establishment legitimate heir

government acoup Monrch foundation death sentence
positions

1. Elizabeth of Russia took power after staging in 1741.

2. Doted on , the girl received training in European languages,
social skills, and Russian of singing, religious instruction, and
dancing.

3. By that time Elizabeth had earned much support from the and
it was expected that she would her cousin.

4. Disillusioned Elizabeth staged a coup and seized with the
help of the Preobrazhensky Regiment to become of Russia

5. She was a very powerful and popular who led the country into
two major European wars—the War of Austrian Succession and the Seven
Years' War.

6. She the Supreme Council and reconstituted the Senate,
replacing many of the foreigners who held top with Russians.
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7. She was of arts and supported the of the University
of Moscow and of the Imperial Academy of Arts in Saint Petersburg

8. She was also known for her strong religious convictions due to which
she never signed even a single throughout her reign.

9. Long before her death she had named her nephew, Peter of Holstein-
Gottorp, as her

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:

1. Ponutenu oueHb cwibHO JIIOOMIM EnmnzaBeTy, mo3ToMy OHa pocia B
atMocdepe JIF0OBU U MOJTHON MOIAEPIKKHU.

2. YV EnuzaBeTsl ObUIO CUACTIIMBOE JETCTBO, €€ O0ydanu eBpONEHCKUM
A3bIKaM, YTUTh OObIYaM U TPATUIIMN KaK PYCCKOM, TaK U 3aMaHON KyJIbTYpPHI.

3. Ilocne cmepTH ee oTHa Ky3uHa AHHA B30ILIA HA MPECTOJL, a IOCIE €€
KOHYMHBI, UMIneparopoM ObuUT BeiOpaH muaznenen MBan VI, ¢ ero marepsto,
AnHol Jleornonb/10BHOM, B KAUYE€CTBE PEreHTA.

4. Tlockonbky mpocToit Hapox mobOun Enuzasery, Anna JleomonpaoBHa
oracajiach BoccTaHus, kotopoe oHa (Enn3aBera) Moriia moiHsITh.

5. IIpomomxass monmutuky cBoero otua, Ilerpa Bemukoro, Enuszasera
MOJIHsIa MOPAJIBHBIA JIyX CBOETO HApoJa, Ha3Hayas TOJBbKO rpaxinaH Poccuum
HAa BBICOKUE ITOCTHL.

6. OnHUM W3 BEIUYANIINX JOCTUKEHHUIN NpaBiiecHUs1 Enu3aBeTsl sBIETCA
TUIIIOMaTh4YecKas mooeja B 3eMeJIbHOM CIIope AUIUioMaThuu Mexay Poccueit u
[MIBenneii 81743.

7. EnuzaBera, 3a 20-neTHee MpaBJICHUE, OCHOBAA MEPBbIA YHUBEPCUTET
CBOCH CTpaHbl U Hajllaguja CUWIbHbIE CBSI3U B EBpore.

Ex.7. Tell about Elizabeth as if you are:
a) Peter the Great
b) Elizabeth herself
C) a peasant
d) member of Senate
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Text B
Death Penalty

Read the text without a dictionary and try to understand its general
content. Answer these questions:

1. What was the number of crimes punishable by death while Peter’s
reign?
2. What promise did Elizabeth give on the eve of the coup?
3. What was she worried about?
4. What was Senate reaction to abolishing the death penalty?
5. What compromise did Elizabeth strike?

Death penalty was used extensively in the Russian Empire. In 1649, there
were 63 crimes punishable by death and under Peter | that number was doubled.
When his daughter Elizabeth seized power she had a very different attitude to
the death penalty. On the eve of the coup, she promised "not to execute anyone"
and to the granadiers vowing to Kkill her enemies, she replied that, if any blood
was shed, she wouldn't lead them. The coup was successful but the new
Empress did not abolish death penalty straight away. She decided to proceed
with caution instead.

Elizabeth was worried that abolishing the death penalty, with the fear
such a punishment inspires, would increase the numbers of crimes committed.
But that was not the only reason that held her back. Elizabeth was the only one
who wanted to abolish the death penalty. The Synod would happily have
released the Empress from her promise, and even the Russian people would not
understand why she wanted to give mercy to criminals. The Senate was against
it, too. They had just approved a law that, in addition to the usual forms of
death penalty, recommended other ones. The Empress refused to approve that
law.

In the end, Elizabeth never officially abolished the death penalty. Instead,
she approved the Senate's report "On Not Abolishing The Death Penalty For
Thieves, Bandits, Murderers and Counterfeiters". But she ordered that all the

death sentences should be submitted to her for her "imperial approval”. And she
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never approved any of them. This way the death penalty was de facto, if not de
jure, abolished during her reign. But what happened to those sentenced to
death? They remained in prison "until further orders"”, and in 1754, an edict was
passed that commuted the punishment to hard labor but only after being
flogged, branded and put in shackles for the rest of their lives. Although the de
facto ban of the death penalty was a remarkable accomplishment for the time,
the Empress never thought of abolishing torture too. That was still widely used
and those subjected to this harrowing ordeal often died.

(http://historyandotherthoughts ~ /2012/01/empress-elizabeth-i-of-russia-and-
death.html)

Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give atitle to each part

- summarize the content of each part in 1-2 sentences
- give a short summary of the text

Lesson 5
Text A
Look at the picture. Whose portrait is it?

How do you think the portrait is related to the statement: “I leave it to
posterity to judge impartially what I have done”?
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What made her famous as a sovereign of Russia?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper words:

Alexander [ alig'za:ndo] Lithuania [ 110jo emnio]

Austria [ 'pstrio] Ottoman [ ptomon]

Belarus [ 'belo ras] Paul [po:]]

Catherine [ 'kea0rin] Peter [ 'pr:to]

Crimea [krar mio] Poland [ 'povlond]
d'Alembert [daldber] Prussia [ 'praf9]

Diderot [ 'dr:dorou] Stettin [[te'tr:n]

Europe [ 'juarap] St Petersburg [s(o)nt 'pr:tozba:g]
German ['d33:mon] Szczecin [ [tfetsin]

Hermitage [ 'h3:mitid3] Voltaire [vpl'te:]

Napoleon Bonaparte [no 'pavlion "bovnopat]

Complete the table with the nouns and adjectives:

Noun Adjective

Power

personal
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Center

eastern
enthusiasm

Imperial
West

Give your definitions to the following words:
charter [ 'tfa:to]

Grand Duke [graend dju:k]

empress [ empris]

patron [ pertron]

prince [prins]

privilege [ privilid3]

sovereign [ 'sovrin]

Tsar [za:]

Study the following words and expressions:

acquire, v [a'kwara(r)] — mprobperaTh, MoJydaTh, OBJIaICBAThH

affair, n [o'fea(r)] — nemo, nesrenbHOCTD

decline, v [dr'klain] — yMeHbIIATBCS, MPUXOIUTH B YIAJI0K, UATH HA CHa

disband, v [dis 'band] — pacniyckarb, TUKBUAMPOBATH

enlighten, v [n'lartn] — npocseiats, 00y4arb

expand, v [expand] — paciupsTh, yBeIUIMBaTLCSA B 00bEME, pa3BUBAThH

extinguish, v [1k 'stigwif] — yHHUYTOXATh,

heir, n [ea(r)] — HacIeTHUK, IPEEMHHK

influential, adj [ influ’enfl] — BausTeNBbHBIN, aBTOPUTETHBIN

liberal, adj ['lhiboral] — ismbOepanbHBIN, CBOOOMHBIM, C INUPOKHUMH
B3I IaMU

outbreak, n ['avtbreik] — Hauaa0, BCIBIIIKA, BHE3AITHOES HAYAJIO

overthrow, v [ auva'0Orou] — cBeprath, CBEpPrHYThH

plight, n [plait] — MyunTensHO€E, OCICTBEHHOE TOJIOKECHHE

reverse, v [r1'v3:S] — ©3MEHUTH, OTMEHSTH, AaHHYJIUPOBAThH

sovereign, n [ 'spvrin] — MOHapX, MPaBUTEb
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turn out, v [t3:n avt] — OKa3bIBaTHCS, BBISICHATH, HIMETh PE3yJIHLTATOM

in an accident [1n on'aksidont]— Bo BpeMs HECYaCTHOTO CiTydas

by all accounts [bar o:l minz ] — mo BceoOmemMy npu3HaHHIO, CYIS IO
BCEMY

to codify laws [ 'kaudi far o:z] — cucremaTu3upoBaTh 3aKOHBI

to have a part in [hav o pa:t iIN] — ObITH BOBJICYCHHBIM, UTPATh POJIb

to be powerful [br:"pavafl] — ObITE MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM, BIUATEIBHBIM

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary
Catherine the Great

Catherine Il was Empress of Russia for more than 30 years and one of the
country’s most influential rulers.

The future Catherine the Great, Sophie Friederike Auguste von Anhalt-
Zerbst, was born a in one of the tiny German states in Stettin, part of Prussia
(now Szczecin in Poland), the daughter of a minor German prince on 2 May
1729. She turned out to be a powerful and enlightened ruler of the vast Russian
Empire. In 1745, after being received into the Russian Orthodox Church, and
changing her name to Catherine, she married Grand Duke Peter, grandson of
Peter the Great and heir to the Russian throne. Being a bright personality with a
strong sense of determination she learned the Russian language and by doing a
lot of reading acquired a brilliant education.

The marriage was unhappy, but the couple did produce one son, Paul. In
1762 Catherine's husband became Tsar Peter Il but he was soon overthrown
and killed "in an accident”, while Catherine became Russia's ruler. It is not
known whether Catherine had a part in his death.

Catherine went on to become the most powerful sovereign in Europe. Her
major influences on her adopted country were in expanding Russia's borders
and continuing the process of Westernization begun by Peter the Great. During
her reign she extended the Russian empire southwards and westwards, adding
territories which included the Crimea, Belarus and Lithuania. Agreements with
Prussia and Austria led to three partitions of Poland, in 1772, 1793, and 1795,
extending Russia's borders well into central Europe. Russia's influence in
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European affairs in Eastern and Central Europe were increased and expanded as
well.

Catherine began as a political and social reformer but gradually grew
more conservative as she got older. In 1767 she convened the Legislative
Commission to codify Russia's laws and in the process modernized Russian life.
She presented the commission with her Nakaz, (or 'Instruction’), a strikingly
liberal document that presented the empress’s vision of the ideal government.
The commission produced no desired results and the outbreak of war against
the Ottoman Empire in 1768 provided a good opportunity to disband it.

The Pugachev Rebellion of 1774-1775 gained huge support in Russia's
western territories until it was extinguished by the Russian army. Catherine
realized her heavy reliance on the nobility to control the country and instigated
a series of reforms giving them greater control over their land and serfs. The
1785 ‘Charter to the Nobility’ established them as a separate estate in Russian
society and assured their privileges. Catherine therefore ignored any concern
she may previously have had for the plight of the serfs, whose status and rights
declined further. From 1789 until her death, she reversed many of the liberal
reforms of her early reign. One notable effect of this reversal was that, like
Peter the Great, Catherine ultimately contributed to the increasingly distressing
state of the peasantry in Russia. As it was mentioned above with the onset of
the French Revolution, Catherine became strikingly conservative and
increasingly hostile to criticism of her policies.

Catherine was also an enthusiastic patron of the arts, literature and
education and acquired an art collection which now forms the basis of the
Hermitage Museum, which she also built and founded. Catherine commissioned
buildings all over Russia, established academies, journals, and libraries. She
read widely and corresponded with many of the prominent thinkers of the era,
including Voltaire, Diderot and d'Alembert.

Catherine died in St Petersburg on 17 November 1796 and was succeeded
by her son Paul. Paul's reign lasted only five years and was by all accounts a
compete disaster. Paul was succeeded by his son Alexander 1, who is
remembered mostly for having been the ruler of Russia during Napoleon
Bonaparte's epic Russian Campaign.

(http://missinglink.ucsf.edu/lm/russia_guide/historyofrussia.htm#romanovs

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/catherine_the_great.shtml)
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Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. What family was Catherine born?

2. What personality did she have?

3. What reforms did Catherine implement in Russia?

4. How did Russia’s status change in the world?

5. What was the main idea of “Nakaz”?

6. What was Catherin’s attitude to peasants?

7. What other contributions did Catherine make to Russia?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these words and expressions:

an influential ruler

heir to the throne

codify Russia's laws

‘charter to the Nobility’

strikingly conservative and increasingly hostile
bright personality

Westernisation

Legislative Commission

prominent thinkers

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:

npoCeeueHHblil NPasumeins
C8epeHYmMb ¢ MPOHA

NOJIYYUMb NOOOEPIHCKY
bedcmeenHoe NooNCeHUe KPeCMbsH
NOJIHBLUL SHMY3UA3MA

PaAcuupums UMnepuio

npusecmu K

CUTIbHASL 3A8UCUMOCHLb

meyeHam
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Ex. 4. Match the words with their definitions:

1.aruler a king or queen

2. an heir a person who gives money and support to artists and
writers

3. an empress people in general, living together in communities

4. a sovereign a person who rules or governs

5. society an attempt by some of the people in a country to
change their government, using violence

6. an academy the sudden start of something unpleasant, especially
violence or a disease

7. a patron a person who has the legal right to receive
somebody’s property, money or title when that person dies

8. a rebellion a type of official organization which aims to
encourage and develop art, literature, science or a school or
college for special training

9. an outbreak a woman who is the ruler of an empire a woman who
is the ruler of an empire or the wife of an emperor

Ex. 5. Give your own definitions to the following words and
expressions:

to acquire a brilliant education

reform

plight

privilege

to be succeeded by

to be overthrown

Westernization

peasantry

nobility

Ex. 6. Translate from Russian into English:
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1. Exarepuna Il, omHa u3 caMbix 0Opa3OBaHHBIX U BIUSTEIBHBIX
npaButeneit Poccuu, 6buta MMneparpunieit Poccun 6ombie 30 ser.

2. YtoO»s! BeITH 3aMyx 3a BHyKa llerpa |, Codum npunuiock npuHsTh
[IpaBocnaBHyI0 BEpy U CMEHUTH UM HA Exarepuny.

3. Exarepuna Benukas oGnanana sipkoid MHAWBUIYAILHOCTHIO, BRIYUHJIA
PYCCKHII SI3bIK U TIOJTyUHrJIa OJecTsiiee oOpa3oBaHue.

4. Bckope, nocne toro, kak Ilerp IIl ctan mapem, oH ObLI CBEPTHYT U
youT "B pe3yibTaTe HECUacTHOTO ciaydas'.

5. OCHOBHBIMU JIOCTHKEHUSIMU EKaTepUHBI CTAIM PACIIMPEHUE TPAHUIL
Poccuiickoit umnepun u ee (Poccun) Bnusinus B BoctouHoii u [{eHTpasibHOM
Esporme.

6. JIuOepanbHBIM JOKYMEHT, MNPEACTABISABIINN BUIEHUE EKaTepuHBbI
UJICATHLHOTO TIPABUTEIBCTBA, HE OBLIT IPUHSIT.

7. HecMoTps Ha OrpoMHYI0 MOAIEpPKKY BoccraHus IlyraueBa Ha
3amaaHbIX TeppuTopusix Poccun, 0HO ObUIO MOAABIEHO POCCUIICKON apMuUeH.

8. Exarepuna Il He cmocoOCTBOBaNA yIyUIICHUIO TIOJIOKEHUS KPECThSIH B
Poccun.

Ex. 7. Divide into two groups — pro and con — to discuss the following
issue: “Catherine the Great: progress or regress for the Russian Empire?”,
Prepare your arguments for and against Catherine’s ruling. Use the active
vocabulary from the text.

Text B
Guess and explain the meaning of the following words:

alliance [o'larons]
revolt [r1 voult]
suppress [so pres]|
troops [tru:ps]
front fronts[frant]

recruitment [r1 kru:tmont]
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ambassador [&em basoda(r)]
opposition [ ppa zifn]

Read the text and find the words and expressions that are defined as
follows:

- an attempt, by a large number of people, to change the
government of a country, especially by violent action;

- to become better than before; to make something/somebody
better than before;

- a series of planned activities that are intended to achieve a
particular social, commercial or political aim;

- asum of money or something valuable that you give or offer
to somebody to persuade them to help you, especially by doing
something dishonest;

- any infectious disease that Kills a lot of people;

- asituation in which two or more countries or groups of people
fight against each other over a period of time

- money that you have to pay to the government so that it can
pay for public services;

- to improve a system, an organization, a law, etc. by making
changes to it

Catherine I1: Foreign Policy

Assassination and the threat of it were a persistent means of intimidating
progressive governments all over Europe in the 18th century — the age of the
nobles’ revolt. Catherine II discovered early the force of conservative reaction it
spoiled her Legislative Assembly and her plans to improve the lot of the serfs.

If Peter I's achievements in Sweden and Poland had been considerable,
there had been some backsliding, some lost ground, in both areas during the era
of palace revolutions, and Catherine was to address herself to articulation and
repair. In both Poland and Sweden, she would meddle in constitutional
questions, as different as they were in the two environments, bribing and
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supporting political parties in Sweden with money, in Poland supporting or
suppressing them with arms.

The first was Catherine’s astonishingly stubborn and ambitious
pretentions. She was determined to pursue the campaign to a glorious
conclusion, to diminish the Turks if not ruin them and drive them out of
Europe. These aspirations could only raise apprehensions elsewhere. The
French were naturally committed to the Turks. The Austrians were threatened
by Russian successes. The alliance of small and indigent Prussia with St
Petersburg required Frederick to pay throughout the war subsidies that he could
ill afford. The Swedes naturally found in Russian involvement in two fronts
already an opportunity that they could scarcely overlook. In fact, this
development portended a new war on yet another front, and Catherine
apprehensively deployed troops to deal with it, though it did not actually
happen. At the same time, the plague broke out in Moscow (1771), and the
stresses and strains of the war in the form of tax and recruitment burdens on the
population provoked the infamous Pugachev rebellion (1773).

By reference to the standards prevailing in the age, the foreign policy of
Catherine was a great success. She conquered 200,000 square miles of new
territory and expanded the Russian population from 19,000,000 to 36,000,000.
Yet there is here another element of this story, one taken too little into account.
If the opposition of the Russian nobility to the reforming aspirations of the
monarchy is well known, its opposition to Russian foreign policy is less
familiar.

The Greek Project, for example, provoked dissent even in the inner circle
of Catherine’s government. As the French ambassador reported in 1786, ‘the
Russian ministers’ loathed the plans of Potemkin. And yet the remarkable 19th-
century commercial progress of the newly founded port city of Odessa does
speak pointedly to the breadth of Catherine’s vision. In any event, Catherine
was obviously able to master dissent in foreign policy as she was not able to do
in reform at home. And yet, the social dynamic of protest in foreign policy
continued. It was clearly present in the reign of Tsar Paul, though it may not
have been the chief motivation behind the tragedy of his demise. It was more
important, yet still rarely decisive, in the reign of Alexander.

(http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Catherine_the Great.aspx)
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Ex. 1. Divide the text into logical parts.
Ex. 2. Tell the content of each paragraph in 1-2 sentences.

Ex. 3. Summarize the text in brief.

Lesson 6
Text A
Look at the picture. Whose portrait is it?

Answer the following questions :
What was Russia's stage at development by the beginning of Paul's |
reign?
What principle achievements had been made by the time of his reign?
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Study the pronunciation of the following proper names :
Alaska [/a'laeska/ ]

Austria [/ pstr1o/]

Egypt [/'1:.d31pt/]

Prussia [/ prafo/]

Sweden [/ swi:don/]

Guess the meaning of the following words :
sovereign [/ sovrin/|

soldier [/'souldzo/]

desert [/ dezot/]

stagnation [/steg neifon/]

altar [/'o:1to/]

neutrality [ /nju:'treelity/]

to liberate [/'libo rert/]

alliance [/o'latons/]

Study the following words and expressions :

summon ,v [/'Samon/] BI3bIBaTh, MIPU3HIBATH

curb v [/k3:b/] cnepxuBathb

reduce ,v [/r1'dju:s/] cokpamarh

pig iron ,n [pig 'aron/] uyryH

treachery ,n ['tretfor1/] npenaTenscTBO

vessel ,n [ /'vesal/] cymno

undermine ,v [/, Ando'main/] momopBartk, pa3pymuTh

conspirator ,n [/kan'spirata’/] 3aroBopiuk

strangle ,v [ /'strengol/] 3amymmTh

to decree a law [/tu:/ /di’kri:/ /e1/ /lo:/] u3naBaTh ykas3, MOCTaHOBIIATH

hereditary succession [ /hr'reditor/  /sok'sefan/] HacneacTBEHHBIN
IIPUHITUTT TTPaBOIIPEEMCTBA

plot of land [/plpt/ /ov/ /leend/] yaacTok 3emumn

to grant the right [/tu:/ /gra:nt/ /81:/ /rait/] npenocTaBiasTh IPaBoO

amicable correspondence [/'@mikabal/ / kori'spondons/] apyskeckas

MCPCIIMCKa
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to lay an embargo [/tu://ler/ /a:n/ /em ba:gov/] HamOKUTH SMOAPTO
to give offence [/tu:/ /giv/ /o fens/] ockopOUTh, HAHOCUTH OOUAY
to offer resistance [/tu://'pfo/ /r1'zistons/ ]| okazare conpoTuBIcHHE
ardent admirer [/ a:dont/ /od marora’/] NbUIKUH, SPBI CTOPOHHUK

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Paul |

Paul 1 was born in the Summer Palace in St Petersburg on September 20,
1754. He was the son of the Grand Duchess, later Empress, Catherine 11 and
Grand Duke Peter, who would become Emperor Peter IlI.

On the day of Catherine 1I’s death, the 42-year-old Paul declared himself
Emperor. His coronation in Moscow on April 5, 1797 signaled a break with the
stability of Catherine's reign. Painfully aware that Catherine Il had planned to
bypass him, Paul decreed at his coronation a law of hereditary succession to the
crown in the male line, and afterwards in the female, instead of leaving it to the
caprice of the reigning sovereign.

It was one of the few lasting reforms of Paul's brief reign. On the very day
of his coronation he published a manifesto on serfs and landlords, which was a
starting point for easing serfdom’s rules. Serfs’ forced labour for their landlord
on Sundays was prohibited. For the first time in Russia history, peasants could
be sworn in as witnesses. A special peasantry department was set up, the state
peasants received plots of land, and all peasants were granted the right to appeal
court decisions.

Paul strove to reshape the Russian army in the Prussian fashion,
introducing strict discipline and ridiculous wigs for soldiers. These reforms fed
discontent among officers and ordinary soldiers alike.

Among his first steps was the summoning of all guardsmen to their
regiments, which brought several surprising details to light. Most officers had
actually been in their country estates or villages deserting their regiments,
where they had also enlisted their children, whose ages were often given as 18
when they were in fact not even 10. The widespread practise of enrolling the
nobles’ infants into the army to provide them with a ‘deserved’ officer rank by
the age of 16 — 17 was forbidden.
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The emperor was determined to drag Russia out of the state of economic
stagnation into which it had fallen during the last years of the «Golden Age» of
Catherine Il. Unlike his mother, however, he lacked the ability to choose the
right people. Much progress was nevertheless made. In an attempt to curb
inflation, 5 million paper roubles were burnt outside the Winter Palace. The
minting of silver roubles was also ordered.

The Tsar himself sacrificed part of the palace silver for this cause, saying
that he would eat his meals with tin plates and cutlery “until the ruble reaches
its proper conversion rate.” The enormous palace sets of silver were melted
down and turned into coins.

Loaves were sold from special crown storehouses in an attempt to reduce
the cost of bread. The price of salt was lowered and decrees were issued on the
protection of forests and the prevention of fires.

The Russo-American Company was established to start trade with the
United States, which eventually led to Russia's acquisition of Alaska. The
Credit Bank lent large sums of money to the nobility. Russia led the world in
the production of pig iron, smelting 155,000 tons in 1800. A school of medicine
was founded in St. Petersburg.

Paul | dreamed of bringing peace to Europe and restoring thrones and
altars ruined by the French revolution. The struggle against revolution for the
“divinely appointed” monarchial authority was a religious matter for him.
However, in foreign policy he performed an abrupt reversal, plunging the
country into the second coalition against France in 1798, and then into the
armed neutrality together with France against Great Britain in 1801.

In 1798, as a result of a treaty between Russia and Austria, which was
subsidized by Britain, an army of about 50 thousand men, under Field-
Marshal Suvorov, was sent to Austrian Italy. Suvorov hatched an ambitious
plan to single-handedly defeat the French army in northern Italy and to march
from there on to Paris. However, Suvorov's plan was thwarted by the treachery
of the Austrians.

Meanwhile, Napoleon had returned from Egypt, and became first consul
of France. He immediately liberated 10 thousand Russian prisoners-of-war, and,
presenting them with new uniforms and everything necessary for their long
journey, dispatched them to their own country, together with a friendly epistle

to their sovereign. Being angry at the Austrian and British perfidy, Paul
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appreciated this magnanimous act and, from having been the uncompromising
opponent of Napoleon, entered into amicable correspondence with him, and
became one of his ardent admirers.

Joining Napoleon’s Continental Blockade, Paul laid an embargo on all the
British vessels in Russian ports, and induced Sweden, Denmark and Prussia to
join him. This gave great offence to the mercantile classes of Russia, who
preferred the English to the French alliance.

In January 1801, Paul ordered Feodor Orlov-Denisov, of the Cossacks, to
prepare to march on the British colonies in India. It was a move designed to
undermine Britain’s position of power. However, due to Paul's murder two
months later, the planned invasion never took place.

But on the night of the 11/12th March Paul was murdered in his bedroom
in St. Michael Palace by a band of dismissed officers headed by General
Bennigsen, a Hanoverian in the Russian service. They burst into his bedroom
after supping together and, fuelled by alcohol, the conspirators forced Paul to
the table, and tried to compel him to sign his abdication.

Paul offered some resistance. Amid the melee, one of the assassins struck
him with a sword, and he was then strangled and trampled to death.

(www.russiapedia.rt.com)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

Whose son was Paul 1? When was he born?
When did his coronation take place?
What law was decreed at his coronation and why?

4.  What rights were granted to serfs according to Paul’s
manifesto?

5. What army reforms were made?

6. How did Paul I try to curb inflation?

7. What events led to Russia's acquisition of Alaska?

8.  What was Paul's political dream?

9.  What were the reasons of a treaty between Russia and
Austria?

10. How did Paul I become Napoleon's ardent admirer?
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11.

Russia?

12.

What caused great offence of the mercantile classes of

How was Paul 1 murdered?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

forced labour

to strive to reshape

to feed discontent

bring surprising details to light
state of economic stagnation

an abrupt reversal

single — handed defeat

to appreciate a magnanimous act
to undermine the position of power
to strike smb with a sword

Ex.3. Match the words with their definitions :

duchess someone who secretly plans with other people to do
something bad or illegal
treacher someone in a court of law who says what they have seen
y and what they know about a crime
conspira an order by a government to stop trade with another
tor country
stagnatio a woman of a very high social rank in some European
n countries
embargo a situation in which a country’s economy is not growing or
succeeding
coalition two or more political powers that have joined together ,
usually to oppose another political power
witness when a person deceives someone who trusts them

Ex.4. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a
dictionary if necessary:
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VERB NOUN ADJECTIVE
forced
prevention
resistance
prohibit
liberate
offence
reduce

Ex.5. Give your own definitions of the following words:
coronation

brief reign

landlord

regiment

inflation

alliance

uncompromising opponent

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:

1. IlaBen I wm3manm yka3 O HACIEICTBEHHOM IIPAaBONPEEMCTBE IO
MY>KCKOU JINHUMU.

2.  Kak IlaBen I mbiTancs caepxarb MHOIALUIO U CHU3UTH LIEHY Ha
xJ1e0?

3. Bcem kpectbsiHamM OBLIO MPEAOCTABICHO MPABO MOJMYYUTh YHYAaCTKH
3€MJIM, a TAK)KE€ MPUHYAUTENBHBIN TPy KPENOCTHBIX Ha CBOEr0 MOMENIUKA 10
BOCKPECEHbSIM ObLJT 3aIpelieH.

4.  Benukoaymsbslid noctynok Hamoneona Obui onieHen Ilasiom I u on
BCTYIIWJI C HUM B JPY’KECKYIO IIEPENUCKY U CTAJI €T0 ITBUIKAM IIOYHUTATEIEM.

5.  IlpakTuka 3amucbiBaTh CBOMX MAJIOJIETHUX JE€TEW B apMHIO, YTOOBI
NOJIYYUTh JOCTOMHBI uYMH K Bo3pacty 16-17 7er, Obula LIKMPOKO
pacnpoCTpaHEHBI.

6. Ilouemy IlaBenm I Hamoxxmim 3mMOapro Ha Bce OpUTAHCKHE Cyla B
POCCHICKHUX TTOPTax?

7.  T'pynna yBosieHHBIX 0(HUIIEPOB BO IiaBe ¢ beHHUTceHOM BOpBaiach
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B criaibHIOo IlaBna I, TaKUM O6p2130M 3drOBOPHIUKHA IIBITAJIUCh 3dCTABUTL Laps
moAInucarTb OTpCUYCHUC OT IIPECTOJIA.

Ex.7. Make a brief report on one of the following topics:
Army reforms

Economic situation

Foreign policies

Conspiracies against Paul 1

Text B
Society and culture during Paul |

Before reading the text, answer the following questions:

1. Why did Paul | want to restore the throne ruined by the
French revolution?

2. What areas of life did he attempt to change?

Read the text and try to understand its general content:

The eccentricities of Paul exhibited themselves in the most fantastic
manner. Members of the gentry, including youngsters, were supposed to wear
military-style suits. Those sporting French novelties like tailcoats, round hats,
trousers, neckerchiefs, nice shoes or free hairstyles risked detention, public
stripping and immediate changing into rat-tailed wigs, cocked hats, tight tunics,
breeches, stockings and sturdy brogues. Also among his whims was a passion
for painting the watch-boxes, gates, and bridges throughout the empire with the
most strident colors.

Fiercely opposed to the French Revolution, he banned from his court
French books and fashions. Paul is also often criticized for his decree of 18
April 1800 limiting the import of foreign literature. The use of some foreign
words was forbidden as well. Thus, places for regular socialising came to be
euphemized as ‘'academies', because words like ‘club’, ‘assembly' and
‘convention’, to say nothing of 'citizen' or 'patriotism', were frowned upon as

incendiary hangovers from revolutionary France.
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Emperor Paul’s love for justice was also seen (in a peculiar way) in the
fact that he granted his subjects direct access to him by placing a famous box
outside the Winter Palace. Its key was in his personal possession and anyone
from the highest dignitaries to the humblest commoner could place requests for
direct royal protection or mercy. The Tsar himself took the requests out of the
box every day and read them.

There was probably no sphere in state affairs which was not influenced by
the industrious emperor. Paul passed an incredible number of new laws — 595 in
1797, 509 in 1798, 330 in 1799, and 469 in 1800. Thus, Paul averaged 42
decrees of new laws per month, where Catherine Il had averaged only 12.

On a daily basis the emperor was already on his feet before dawn and he
made everyone work according to his example. As one contemporary wrote, “in
the offices, departments and ministries, everywhere in the capital, the candles
were already lit at five o'clock in the morning. All the chandeliers and fireplaces
blazed in the vice chancellor's mansion opposite the Winter Palace, while the
senators sat round their red table at 8”.

Paul addressed other areas of Russian life, including the bureaucracy.
Civil servants were expected to earn their pay honestly, and corruption at the
highest levels was harshly punished. He would appear anywhere unexpectedly,
no matter how bad or frosty the weather was, and mercilessly fired negligent
officers. And like most Russian monarchs, Paul came down heavily on those
who disagreed with him.

(www.russiapedia.rt.com)

Ex.1. Translate into Russian the following words and combinations.
Use them in the sentences of your own.

fiercely opposed

it a peculiar way
direct access

state affairs

be harshly punished
come down heavily

ban/ forbid/ prohibit
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Ex.2. Give a title to each paragraph. Make up a plan of the text.

Ex.3. Summarize the main ideas of each paragraph is 1-2 sentences.

Ex.4. Write down a summary of the text in English.

Lesson 7
Text A

Discuss in pairs what event is shown in the picture.

Answer the following questions:

What is the period of Alexander | associated with?
Who did Alexander | succeed?

What is his main historical achievement?

Study pronunciation of the following proper names:

Baden [ba'den]
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La Harpe [ la

Napoleon [na'pavljen]

Paul [po:1]

Taganrog [to' gaenravg ]
Wurttemburg [ 'wartom borg]

Guess the meaning the following words:

apogee ['aepadsi:]

battle [ 'beetl]
chameleon [ko'mi:.li.on]
christianity [ kris.ti'&n.r.ti]
general ['dzenral]
idealist [a1'd1a.11st]
manipulate [ mo nip.jou.lert]
status ['stertos]
triumphant [trar’ am.fant ]
victory ['viktori]

Study the following words and expressions:

anticipation, n [&n tis.1'per.fon]

grant, v [gra:nt ]

to institute, v [ mstitju:t |

obsession, n [ ab'sef.on |

plat, n [plat]

prospect, n [ prospekt]

raise, vV [reiz |

ravage, Vv [ 'rev.id3]

setback, n ['set.bak]

to undermine, v [ An.do 'main]

to assume the throne [o'sju:m Oroun] — BcTynarh Ha TPOH

to be crowded by [kravdid] - 3aBepmarbcsa  4yeM-JIHOO
to be troubled by ['trab.ld] — OBITH oOMpaueHHBIM YeM-IHOO

to come under the influence [ kam "anda(r) 'influons] — moamagaTe mox
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BITMSTHHC
to discourage aspirations [di'skarad3  @s.pr'rerfon] — mHpenATCTBOBATH
CTPEMIICHHUSAM
for the benefit [ 'benifit] — B yroay, Ha o3y

to go much too far [gov matf tu: fa:(r)] — 3aX0AUTH CIUIIIKOM JAJIEKO

preference for somebody over somebody [ 'prefrons] — mpemnmourenue
KOT0-J1100 KOMY-JIH00

to rest on laurels [rest ‘lor.al] — TmoumBaTh Ha JaBpax
tacit approval [ 'taes.it o pru:vl]- MmouanuBoe omo0peHHe

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:
Alexander |

His parents were Paul, son of Catherine the Great and Maria Fyodorovna,
the former Princess of Wurttemberg. At his birth he was taken to be raised by
his Grandmother Catherine the Great. His childhood was troubled by the
divisions in the family. Both sides tried to use him for their own purposes and
he was torn emotionally between his grandmother and his father, the Heir to the
throne. This taught Alexander, very early on, how to manipulate those who
loved him and he came a natural chameleon, changing his views and
personality depending on who he was with at the time.

He was tutored by the Swiss republican philosopher, La Harpe, who was
personally chosen by Catherine to mold Alexander's personally and give him a
broad education. Catherine expected that a liberal education would help
Alexander to reign wisely for the benefit of the country. The young prince
became an idealist in the tradition of the Enlightenment.

Alexander was 17 in 1793 when he married the lovely Elizabeth of
Baden, a pretty princess who was only fourteen years old. They were very
happy together in the first years of their marriage. As a wedding present,
Catherine gave Alexander the Alexander Palace, showing her preference for his
grandson over her son, Paul, by granting Alexander a larger court than his
father's. This further poisoned the atmosphere in the family.

Catherine died on November 6, 1796 and her son Paul assumed the

throne. He quickly instituted a number of new laws to undermine those aspects
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of his mother's reign he disagreed with. Paul's actions went much too far, he
infuriated the country and especially the nobility. Aristocratic plots were
hatched against Paul's life. With the tacit approval of Alexander, the Tsar was
murdered at the Mikhailovski Castle in St. Petersburg during the night of March
11, 1801.

Alexander was crowned Tsar to succeed his father. In his first years on
the Russian throne, Alexander tried to rule in an enlightened way. The country
was very excited at the prospects of Alexander's reign; there were great hopes
for the future of Russia and an anticipation of a more liberal form of
government and increased freedom. Some went so far as to hope for an end to
the institution of serfdom, which sapped the nation of its energy. At first the
Tsar did little to discourage these aspirations. Slowly, for a number of reasons,
Alexander turned away from his childhood dreams and principals. Increasingly
he found it easier to get results by using the power of autocracy. The longer he
used this method of ruling Russia, the more difficult he began for him to return
to the principals of good government and the role of the monarch he had
learned in his youth.

The war with Napoleon, which ravaged Russia taking hundreds of
thousands of lives and destroyed some of the Empire's finest cities, took its
own, personal toll on Alexander. He was troubled by the loss of life and the war
itself, which he saw as a not only a battle between nations, but also a spiritual
battle between the forces of good and evil. After many battles and setbacks, the
victory of the Allies over Napoleon was crowned by a triumphal entry of the
triumphant generals into Paris. Alexander rode at their head. His last years were
filled with an obsession with God and Christianity. He was a troubled and
broken man. One fall he and Elizabeth travelled to the south of Russia. There,
on November 19, 1825 in the town of Taganrog he died.

(http//www.alexanderpalace.org)

Ex.1.Answer the following questions:

1. How and who was Alexander | raised by?
2. What consequences did it cause?
3. What education was he given?
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4. What poisoned atmosphere in the royal family after Alexander’s
marriage?

5. Why were a number of new laws instituted soon after Catherine II’s
death in 17967

6. What were Alexander’s initial principals of ruling the country?

7. Why did he turn away from them?

8. What was the apogee of his rule?

9. Whose influence did he come under?

10. When and where did he die?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

be taken to be raised

come a natural chameleon

give broad education

grant a large court

rule in an enlightened way
increasingly

the forces of good and evil

be crowned by a triumphal entry
spiritual advisor

Ex.3. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

HCIIOJIb30BaTh B CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX LEIISIX
(dhopMHUPOBATH TUIHOCTH

IIPaBUTH BO 0J1aro CBOCH CTpaHbI
YCTAHOBHTH P HOBBIX 3aKOHOB

10 Py MPUYHH

rmoOea cOr3HMKOB Haa Hamoneonom
00J1aaTh HABA3YMBOU UIEECH

Ex.4.Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:
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1. the XVIII century philosophy emphasizing reason and individualism
rather than tradition

2. the crime of intentionally killing someone

3. the official home of a king or queen and the people who live them

4. a persistent idea or thought dominating a person’s mind

5. the right to live in the way you want say what you think and make your
own decisions without being controlled by anyone else

6. to control someone or something in a clever way so that they do what
you want them to do

7. the group of people who officially control a country

Ex.5. Give your own definition to the following words:

tutor
poison
ravage
setback
army
education

Ex.6.Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a
dictionary if necessary:

Verb Noun Adjective
action
disagree
depend
influence
division
infuriate

Ex.7. Translate from Russian into English:
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1.Otenr Anexkcanzapa |, Oyayuu ummeparopoM, yupeausa psiJi 3aKOHOB,
KOTOPbIE TOJIPBIBATIM T€ CTOPOHBI XKU3HH, C KOTOPHIMU OH OB HE COTJIACEH BO
BpeMsl MPaBJICHUS CBOEH MaTepu.

2. Hekoropble HaAEsIUCh, YTO HHCTUTYT KPEMOCTHOIO IpaBa OyaeT
OTMEHEHBI Npu Aniekcanpe |, Tak OHO cUIIbHO TOpMO3MIIO pa3zButre Poccuu.

3. Mare Anekcanapa IOJAro€ BpeMs OTKA3bIBAIMCH Pa3rOBapUBATH C
CHIHOM, OHa TaK M HE CMOTJa MPOCTUTh €r0 3a CONPHYACTHOCTh K YOMICTBY
oTLA.

4. Anoreem mnpasieHus Aunekcanapa | sBuserca ero modena Haj
orpoMHoO# apmuen Hanoneona.

5. Anexcanp | B3o1miesn Ha IPECTOJ NOCIIE CMEPTU CBOErO OTLA B MapTe
1801 rona.

6. Uem panbiiie, TeM TpyJHEE CTaHOBWIOCH Auekcanapy | ObITh
MOHapXOM, KOTOPbIH UCITOBE0BAN JIMOEpaIbHbIE B3IJISIIbI.

7. Ilpoekr CnepaHckoro mnpennonaran (pakTH4eckoe IpeoOpa3zoBaHUe
Poccun B KOHCTUTYLIMOHHYH0 MOHApXHIO, T/I€ BIACTh TOCyAapsl OrpaHUYMIACh
3aKOHO/IaTE€JIbHBIM OPTaHOM YTIPaBIICHHUS.

Ex.8. Speak about the reign of Alexander | using the active vocabulary
from the text.

Text B
Before reading the text, answer the questions:

1. What happened on March 31, 1814?

2. What countries were in the Coalition Army?

3. What were Alexander’s ambitious regarding Paris?

4. What did Russia manage to do that no foreign army had done in nearly
400 years?
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Read the paragraphs and put them into the right order and give the title
of the text:

a) Napoleon’s brother King Joseph was in charge of defending Paris with
over 60,000 soldiers. Although there were not enough troops to resist the large
coalition army coming towards them, they were falsely reassured that Napoleon
was on his way with reinforcement. A battle escalated, the coalition began their
attack. Fighting continued until Joseph abandoned Paris wishing to surrender.
Alexander was not haunted with the desire to destroy Paris, like the Prussians
who wished to set the city on fire; instead he wanted to bring peace to France
rather than its destruction. "When God made me powerful and gave my armies
success, He wished me to secure the peace of the world. If we can do so without
shedding any more blood we shall be glad, but if not, we shall carry on the fight
to the end ...." Alexander hastened the surrender and signed a treaty offering
generous terms to France. And on March 31, the Russian tsar was presented
with the keys to the French capital, and Alexander along with the Coalition
armies entered the city. Until this time no foreign army had reached Paris in
nearly 400 years.

b) Russian and Prussian armies were the driving and decisive force
behind the Coalition. The King of Prussia and Alexander | had a close
relationship and supported each other in the war against Napoleon. Alexander
was determined; he wished to enter Paris just as Napoleon had entered
Moscow, on his failed invasion in Russia in 1813. Alexander promised ‘I shall
not make peace as long as Napoleon is on the throne’.

¢) On March 31, 1814, Emperor Alexander | of Russia at the head of the
Coalition Army triumphantly marched into Paris, forcing Napoleon to abdicate
a few days later.

d) It was a great move by Alexander, who deceived Napoleon. During the
battles on the outskirts of Paris, Alexander directed the main Coalition armies
to march on to Paris; while a Russian general with a huge mass of 10,000
cavalrymen rode towards Saint Pizier where Napoleon was in battle with the
Austrian allies. Napoleon realized too late that it was a divisionary detachment
sent, and not the main army. By this time Russian and Prussian armies were
nearing Paris.
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e) The Coalition armies, including Russian, Prussian, and Austrian,
entered France earlier that year and after several battles reached the gates of
Paris. By this time Napoleon’s army was weakened. After 25 years of
Napoleonic wars, in some departments there remained only old men and
children, and resources to support the war were scarce. Previous battles resulted
in huge casualties and his nation was discouraged.

(http://russiapedia.rt.com/on-this-day/march-31/)

Ex. 1.Match the English words with the Russian ones:

to escalate KaIUTY IS,
NPU3HAHKE TOPAKCHHUSI

destruction TECHBIC OTHOIICHHUSI

close relationship YCHITUBATHCSI

casualties YHUYTOKCHHE

surrender HoTepH

to abdicate OTPEKaThCSI OT MPECTOJIA,
CIIOYKUTH TTOTHOMOYHSI

Ex. 2. Tell the content of each paragraph in 2-3 sentences.
Ex. 3. Discuss the question in group: Could Russia avoid involving in
the war?
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Lesson 8
Text A
Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs and guess who and what events
are illustrated in the picture. How did you know that?

Answer the following questions:

Was Russia ready for the war with Napoleon?
What was the turning point of their war?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
Austria [ 'pstria]

Baltic States [ 'bo:ltik steits]

Borodino [bora di:nou]

Mikhail Barclay de Tolly [de "toli]

Mikhail Kutuzov [ku tuzaf]

Napoleon [na'povlion]

Peter Bagration [ pi:to]

Poland [ 'pavlond]
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Prussia [ praf9]

Sweden [ 'swi:dn]
Ukraine [jo'krein]
Warsaw [ 'wo:s0:]

Complete the table with the appropriate forms the words given:

Noun Adjective
French
Poland
Prussian
Russia
Britain
Sweden
Austria
European
Ukraine

Guess the meaning of the following words:
battle, n [beetl]

coalition, n [kova 'lifon]
collapse, n [ko'laeps]
commander, n [ko'ma:nds]
fortification, n [ fo:tifi keifon]
hegemony, n [hi'gemoni]
maneuver, n [mo nu:vo]
march, n [ma:t/]

occupation, n [, pkjo perfon]
unique, adj [ju: ni:k]

Study the following words and expressions:
to abandon, v [o'bandon] - nokuaaTh

to confront, v [kon frant] - mpoTuBOCTOSATH
to deprive, v [d1 prarv] - nummaTh

frontier, n [ frantio] - rpanuia
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to harry, v ['heri] — rpaOuth, pa3opsATh, OMYyCTOMIAThH

to intend, v [In'tend] - HamepeBaTbCs

to perish, v [ perif] - noru0atp

rear, n [r19] - ThLI

reinforcement, n [ ri:in’ fo:smant] - mogkperieHNE

retreat, n, v [r1'tri:t] — orcTtymienue, oTcTynath

subordinate, n [so'bo:dinit] - mogUMHEHHBIH

valor, n ['velor] — oTBara, no6necTs

to withdraw, v [wid'dro:] — yBoauTh, OTBOJIUTH

withdrawal, n [wid'dro:al] — oTx0/, BEIBOA BOMCK

to attack head-on [o'tek "hed 'pn] — coBepmnTh HamaaeHNE BO BCEOPYKUH
to fall on [fo:] on] — Hamamatk

in droves [drouvz] — MaccoBo, B MACCOBOM IMOPSIIKE

in terms of [t3:mz] — ¢ Touku 3peHus

to launch an assault [lo:ntf a:n o'so:It] — HauaTe HananeHue
to make peace [meik pi:s] — 3aKIIOYUTH MUP

prominent role [ prominant rovl] — Begaromascs poJib

to replenish supplies [r1 plenif ’soplaiz] — monosHSTE 3amacel

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

French war of 1812

The French war of 1812 was one of the most decisive conflicts of modern
times. Napoleon crossed the Russian frontier on June 24, 1812, with more than
650 000 troops, and just a few months later recrossed the frontier, defeated,
with less than one-tenth of that number. Although winter played a role in the
deaths of tens of thousands of French soldiers during the retreat, Russia won the
campaign through a skillful withdrawal and the careful selection of battlefields.
Napoleon contributed to his own disaster by failing to provide adequately for an
extended campaign in terms both of supplies and of reinforcements.

Originally Russia had contemplated an invasion of French-held Poland,
but the Russian commander, Mikhail Barclay de Tolly, quickly changed the
plan. When Napoleon crossed the frontier, Barclay de Tolly intended to have
his First Army withdraw to a fortified camp at Drissa, luring Napoleon's main
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body behind it. While Napoleon attacked the camp, Peter Bagration's Second
Army was to fall on the French rear, destroying the invading army. The plan
was abandoned and the retreat began when the Russians realized that
Napoleon's force was more than twice as large as they had believed.

The Russian armies had been drawn up with a considerable gap between
them, and Napoleon drove right through it, intending to keep them separated.
Barclay de Tolly and Bagration naturally wished to link up before they accepted
the battle, but were unable to do so before reaching Smolensk in mid-August.
Facing ever-increasing pressure from Tsar Alexander to fight, Barclay de Tolly
prepared to accept battle supported by Smolensk impressive walls. Napoleon,
however, attempted to envelop the Russian position rather than attack head-on.
As Barclay de Tolly became aware of this movement, he decided once again
that discretion was the better part of valor and withdrew from Smolensk rather
than risk losing his army.

Frustrated by this continued retreating and also by the bickering between
Barclay de Tolly and Bagration, neither of whom was prepared to take orders
from the other, Alexander appointed Mikhail Kutuzov as overall commander of
what was now effectively an army group comprising two armies marching
together. Despite Alexander's continued prodding, Kutuzov continued the
retreat. As he neared Moscow, he recognized that he would have to give battle
before abandoning Russia's ancient capital, and so he selected the field near
Borodino, which he prepared with field fortifications.

Napoleon, chastened by his experience at Smolensk and desperate for a
decisive battle, refused the advice of his subordinates to envelop the Russian
position at Borodino and on September 7 launched a bloody frontal assault
instead. The Russian army held, and Kutuzov mustered it to continue its retreat
that night. Barely pausing in Moscow, Kutuzov withdrew to the south in order
to prevent Napoleon from marching into the rich fields of Ukraine to replenish
his supplies, and also to protect Russian reinforcements coming from those
regions. Napoleon occupied Moscow on September 14 and remained in the city
for more than a month before abandoning it on October 18. During the French
occupation, the city was destroyed almost completely in an enormous fire,
although the exact cause of the blaze remains unclear and controversial to this
day.
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Having decided to leave Moscow when Alexander refused to make any
move toward peace, Napoleon tried to march southward but found Kutuzov's
army arrayed against him at Maloyaroslavets. The bloody battle there on
October 24-25 forced Napoleon back to the Warsaw-Moscow highway along
which he had originally invaded, and he began the long retreat by the way he
had come.

Napoleon's retreating forces suffered horribly. They had eaten most of the
supplies along the road on their inward march, and the Russians had
deliberately pursued a scorched-earth policy to destroy the remaining supplies.
The burning of Moscow had also deprived Napoleon of valuable supplies, and
when Kutuzov cut him off from Ukraine, the fate of the Grande Armée was
sealed. All the way back to the Russian border, peasants, Cossacks, and Russian
regular troops harried the French, who died in droves. The Russians attempted
to cut off the French retreat altogether at the Battle of the Berezina on
November 27-28. Although Napoleon managed to batter his way through, his
casualties were staggering. When the remnants of the French army struggled
across the Russian frontier, one of the most powerful armies ever assembled to
that point in history had been virtually wiped out.

It is customary to credit the Russian winter with the destruction of the
French army, but this notion is greatly exaggerated. The most critical events in
the campaign—Napoleon's initial operations, the maneuver at Smolensk, the
Battle of Borodino, the seizure of Moscow, and even the Battle of
Maloyaroslavets—were fought before hard cold and snow set in. The Russian
army was forced to confront the vast French force on its own without
climatological aids for four months, and literally hundreds of thousands of
French soldiers perished in that time. The hard winter that followed merely
added to the misery and completed the destruction of a French force that had
already been defeated by Russian arms.

The invasion of Russia set the stage for the collapse of Napoleon's
hegemony in Europe. In the wake of Napoleon's flight, the Prussian auxiliary
corps he had forced to advance into the Baltic States made peace with the
Russia on its own accord and committed Prussia to fight against France. As
Russian forces crossed their own frontier and marched westward, Austria,
Britain, and Sweden were persuaded to join the now-victorious Russian army,

and the final coalition against Napoleon was born. By catalyzing this last great
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and victorious coalition, the War of 1812 marked a profound turning point in
European history and also in Russian history. Pursuing the French back to
France, Russian troops found themselves in Paris itself. Alexander committed
himself absolutely to a prominent role in the affairs of the entire European
continent. Russian soldiers who had the unique chance to see the French capital,
on the other hand, would ultimately become so frustrated with Alexander's
conservative regime as to stage the Decembrist Rebellion in 1825. The costs of
this greatest of Russian victories were, in every respect, staggering.

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

1.  What were war strategies of Michael Barclay de Tolly and Peter
Bagration?
2.  How were the Russian armies drawn up?
3. How did Barclay de Tolly and Bagration intend to accept the

battle?
4.  Why was Mikhail Kutuzov appointed as an overall
commander?

5.  What military plan was realized by Kutuzov?
6.  Why did Napoleon decide to leave Moscow?
7. Why did Napoleon retreating forces suffer horribly?
8.  What, according to some historians, helped the Russians to win
Napoleon’s campaign?
9. Which countries were included into coalition against
Napoleon?
10. Why did Russian soldiers become frustrated with Alexander’s
conservative regime?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

to accept the battle
overall commander
bloody frontal assault

to pursue a scorched — earth policy
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the fate was sealed
auxiliary corp
in every respect

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:

BBIOOp 110JIs1 0051

IMOCTOSAHHO YBCIINYUBAIOIICCCA TABJICHHUC

OKPYKHUTbh MTO3ULIUU

TOYHAaid IIpUYrHa

CIIOPHBIN U HEACHBIU

IIPOJIOKUTH MYTh CKBO3b

oerctso Harosieona

HOpEBHTCJIBHBIfI, OIICJIOMUTCEIIbHBI

Ex.4. Match the words with their definitions:

1. rear to win against someone in a fight or competition
2. the food, equipment that is needed for a particular
confrontation activity
3. force extra soldiers, who go to help an existing group of
soldiers
4. defeat a group of people organized to work together for a
particular purpose, for example in military service
5. retreat the hindmost part of an army or fleet
6. supplies when a military force moves out of an area
7. when soldiers retreat, they move away from the
withdrawal enemy, especially to avoid fighting
8. a fight or argument

reinforcement
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Ex. 5. Complete the table with the appropriate forms of the words
given. Use a dictionary if necessary:

Verb Noun Adjective
invasion
to fortify
Impressive
to intend
decisive
seizure
to prevent
to exaggerate

Ex. 6. Give your own definition of the following words:

frontier
support
order
subordinate
to harry

to struggle

Ex. 7. Insert the words and phrases given into the sentences in
their correct form. Translate the sentences into Russian:
confrontation ~ supply  invasion  retreat  withdraw
defense defeat troops defensive

1. Virtually all of continental Europe was under Napoleon’s
control and of Russia was an attempt to force Tsar
Alexander I to submit once again to the terms of a treaty that Napoleon
had imposed upon him four years earlier.

2. The Russians, under Marshal Kutuzov, could not
realistically hope Napoleon in a direct
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3. Instead, the Russians began a campaign of

strategic , devastating the land as they fell back and
harassing the flanks of the French.

4.  As the summer wore on, Napoleon’ massive lines
were stretched ever thinner and his force began to decline.

5. Kutuzov realized that any further of the city
would be senseless and he his , prompting the

citizens of Moscow to begin a massive and panicked exodus.
Ex. 8. Translate from Russian into English:

1.  Heckonpko MecsleB crycTs nociie BTop:kenus Hamoneona
Ha POCCHMCKYIO TEpPUTOPHUIO OH OBLI BBIHYXIEH OTCTYINUTh, U €r0
apMHs TIOHECJIa OLIEIOMJISIIOIINE TTOTEPH.

2.  bapkmaii ne Tonb HamepeBajicsi OTBECTU BOMCKa MEPBOM
apMUU B YKpEIUICHHBIA Jlarepb, B TO BpEMs KakK BTOpas apMHs
barpatnona nomkHa Obuta HamacTh Ha GpaHIly3CKUE BOMCKA C ThIIA.

3. HecmoTpsi Ha MOCTOSIHHO YBEJIMYUBAIOIIEECS JIaBJICHHUE CO
ctoponbl Aniekcanpa |, KyTy30B npo okt OTCTynaTh.

4.  HanoneoH aan pemarniero CpaKeHusl U HE MOCIeN0BaI
COBETY CBOMX MTOJAYNHEHHBIX OKPYKUTh POCCUICKHE MMO3UIUU.

5. Ecnm Obl (paniy3ckas apMus MOMOJIHUIA CBOM 3alachl Ha
Ykpaune v nojayuusia Obl TOAKPEIJIEHUE, UTOT BOWHBI MOT Obl OBITh
JIPYTUM.

6. Bo Bpems ¢panimysckoit okkymanun MockBa Obla MOYTH
MOJIHOCTBIO pa3pyllieHa OTHEeM, HO TOYHAas MpUYMHA 3TOTO MOoXKapa
OCTAETCs HESICHOM 10 CErOJIHAIIHErO JIHSL.

Ex. 9. Make a brief report on the topic “Patriotic War of 1812”. Note

to mention your point of view on this subject matter (use the phrases
below):

In my opinion, ...
To my mind, ...
I have no doubt that ...

My own felling on the subject is that ...
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I am of the opinion that ...
TextB

Before reading the text, answer the questions:
1.  What were the consequences of the Battle of Borodino for
Napoleon?
2. How did the Patriotic War 1812 change political situation
in the world?
Read the text and try to understand its general content.

Battle of Borodino

The famous Borodino battle took place 07 September 1812 Borodino
battle or the battle on the Moscow River as the French call it took place near
Borodino village on August 26 (September 7), 1812. The commander of
Russian army was M. |. Kutuzov and of the French one — Napoleon
Bonaparte. Kutuzov had at his disposal 120 thousand men and about 640
units of gun. Napoleon disposed of 135 thousand men and 587 guns.

From the moment that French army invaded the territory of Russian
Empire in June of 1812 the Russian army had constantly retreated. The rapid
progress and numerical superiority of Frenchmen prevented the general
commander of the Russian army M.B. Barclay de Tolly from preparing the
troops for the battle. The prolonged retreat had provoked social displeasure.
The army and the people longed for the decisive battle and demanded that
M.I. Kutuzov was appointed the general commander. On August 8 (20), 1812
yielding to the demands of society Alexander I nominated Kutuzov the
general commander.

Kutuzov arrived to the headquarters on August 17 (29) and
immediately started to search a convenient position for the decisive battle.
Finally, he chose the place near Borodino village, 120 km away from
Moscow.

Early morning of August 26 (September 7) Napoleon began the battle
attacking the left flank of the Russian army and its center. The decisive
struggle started for Bagration’s fleches and for Raevsky battery that the

Frenchmen managed to win at the cost of great losses. The battle lasted all
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day and by evening the French troops drew off without having solved its
essential problem — to defeat and destroy the Russian army.

If Napoleon aspired to win making one blow in the decisive battle,
Kutuzov chose another strategy. It implied the whole system of separate
battle and maneuvers as well as an active defense followed by a
counteroffensive. Withdrawing the army far inland Kutuzov was preparing
the necessary conditions for the future aggressive offensive war.

Borodino battle was first of all strategically reasonable. It meant to ruin
the plan of Napoleon to win in just one decisive battle, to slow further
progress of Napoleon’s army toward Moscow and to lay a solid foundation of
the future victory over the enemy.

In this battle Napoleon’s army lost over 50 thousand men killed or
wounded. The losses of the Russian army reached 44 thousand people.

Later, in exile, the defeated French emperor admitted that of 50 battles
he had held “in the battle near Moscow the greatest valor was displayed and
the least success achieved. The Frenchmen showed themselves deserving a
victory, and the Russians merited the right to be invincible”.

www.prlib.ru

Ex. 1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions
in bold type.

Ex. 2. Match the English words and expressions with the Russians
ones:

At smb’s disposal B ccvinxe

Numerical superiority Hasnauamo

In exile Jlobnecmo

Nominate B uvem-nubo pacnopsorcenuu
The headquarter L{enoti oepommnvix nomepo

At the cost of great losses Yucnennoe npesocxoocmeo
Wounded lIma6

Valour Panenwiii
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Ex. 3. Make a presentation on Battle of Borodino using all necessary
vocabulary from exercises 1-2 and your own knowledge of this theme.

Lesson 9
Text A
Look at the picture.

Do you know these people? What can you tell about them? What are
they famous for?

" —_—

Study the pronunciation of the following proper words:

Asian ['er3(o)n]
Baltic [ 'bo:ltik]
Jew [d3u:]
Nicholas [ 'nikalos]
Pole [paul]
Siberia [sar'biario]
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St Petersburg [san pr:tazba:g]
Warsaw [ ' wo:s0:]

Complete the table with the nouns and adjectives:

Noun Adjective

French
Russia

Asian
Siberia

German
Jew

Finnish

Guess the meaning of the following words:

autocracy [o: tokrasi]
Russifying [ ‘rastfain]
bureaucrat [ bjuorakrat]
ethnicity [e0 'nisiti]
Slavophile [ 'slevoafail]
autonomy [o: 'tonami]

Study the following words and expressions:

abolition, n [ &bo'lifon] — oTmena

affect, v [o'fekt] — 3arparuBaTh, BO31€HCTBOBATH, BIUATH

apply, v [2'plar] — npuMeHSITh, OBITH IPUEMIIEMBIM

ascribe, v [ skraib] — mpunuceIBaTh, NpUMKUCaTh, HA3HAYUTH

consider, v [kon 'sido] — paccmaTpuBaTh, yUUTHIBaTh, II0OJIaraTh, CAMTATh
emphasize, v ['emfo saiz] — BeIIenATH, MOIYEPKUBATH

encourage, v [ 'karidz] — moomipste, yoexxaaTh, HOAAePKUBATH
envision, v [in'vigan] — IpeaBUAETh, PACCUUTHIBATD, IPEAYCMATPHBATh
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establish [1'staeblif] —OCHOBBIBATh, YUPEKIaTh, CO3/1aBaTh,
yCTaHABIIUBATh

ethnicity, n [e0 nisiti] — HaHMOHANBHOCTH, STHUYECKAS TPyNIIa

hierarchy, n ["haia ra:ki] — uepapxusi, CTpykTypa HOoJ4MHCHHOCTH

highest official ['hanst o'fif] — BbIcHIMH YHHOBHHUK, BBICIIEE
JIOJDKHOCTHOE JTUTIO

ignorant, adj [‘igneront] — HeBeXECTBEHHBIH, OE3rPaMOTHBIN,
HEeOoOpa30BaHHBIN

to live at a low level ['livata lou loval] — uTh mpu HU3KOM ypOBHE
(LIMBUIIM3AIIAHN )

notoriously, ad [nov 'to:rssli] — u3BecTHO, OOIICH3BECTHO

tripartite, adj [trar'pa:tait] - TpoiicTBeHHBII

Read and translate the text using the dictionary if necessary:

Nicholas I

Tsar Nicholas | (r. 1825-55) is perhaps best known for the tripartite
formula ‘Orthodoxy, Autocracy, Nationality’ thought up by his minister of
education, Sergei Uvarov. This formula is frequently cited as evidence for
strong nationalist and Russifying tendencies under Nicholas. Certainly,
Nicholas emphasized the importance of Russian culture (and the Orthodox
religion) in the empire; for instance, he demanded that his bureaucrats write
their reports in Russian and not, as had often previously been the case, in
French. For many of the highest officials, this order must have been very
difficult indeed to fulfill. It was also during Nicholas’s reign that the term
“inorodtsy” (aliens) came to be applied to many of the empire’s Asian
subjects. The actual law establishing the inorodets category was part of
Mikhail Speranskii’s Siberian Reforms of 1822. As originally defined, the
inorodtsy were non-Christian peoples living in Siberia, considered by the
Russian government as living at a low level of civilization. Typically for the
Russian Empire, however, ethnicity and language played absolutely no role
in determining whether one belonged to this legal category. By the later
nineteenth century, however, in popular—and to some extent official — usage
the term inorodets took on the connotation of ‘non-Russian’ and was even

used to describe Christians such as Poles. It would be a mistake, however, to
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ascribe overtly Russifying motives to Nicholas | — he was far too
conservative a man for that. Rather, Nicholas aimed above all things at
maintaining order and existing hierarchies. Finland’s autonomy, for example,
was not touched. And when the Slavophile lurii Samarin dared to criticize
imperial policy in the Baltic provinces as too favourable towards the Baltic
German nobility in 1849, Nicholas | had him removed from his position and
locked up (albeit briefly) in the Peter and Paul Fortress in St Petersburg. In a
personal conversation with Samarin, Nicholas made clear to the young
idealist (and Russian nationalist) that real threats to Romanov rule came not
from the loyal Baltic Germans but from the ignorant Russian masses.

In one instance, however, Nicholas did adopt a more activist policy
towards non-Russians. His reign witnessed serious measures aimed at
breaking down Jewish corporate structures. Under Nicholas, Jews were
subjected to the military draft. More notoriously yet, under-age Jewish boys
were drafted into so-called ‘cantonist’ units. At the same time, Nicholas’s
minister of education, Uvarov, elicited the help of the enlightened Jewish
educator, Dr Max Lilienthal, to set up state Jewish schools. Though
government-sponsored ‘rabbinical institutes’ were established in Wilno,
Zhitomir and Warsaw, they ultimately failed to create the desired
‘enlightened Jewish community’ envisioned by reformers. Another project
aimed at increasing Jewish ‘productiveness’ was a programme to encourage
Jews to take up farming, in particular in the sparsely populated region north
of the Black Sea. Once again, the policy had at best limited effects. A more
important change was Nicholas’s abolition of the Jewish kahal (autonomous
community) in 1844. Nonetheless, in matters of family life and religious
practices, Russia’s Jewish communities were only marginally affected by
government policy even at the end of Nicholas’s reign.

(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689-1917, vol. 2.
Edited by Dominic Lieven. London School of Economics and Political Science)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. What is Nicholas I best known for?
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2. Why was Nichols’s order very difficult to fulfill for the highest
officials?

3. What does the term “inorodets” mean? What connotation did it
have?

4. Why did Nicholas | remove lurii Samarin from his position?

5. What was Nicholas’s policy towards non-Russians?

6. How did Jews’ life change under Nicholas’s reign? What was
positive and negative?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these words and expressions:

Nicholas’s reign
connotation
conservative

rabbinical Institutes
Orthodox religion

legal category

Imperial policy
autonomous community

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:

camooepaicasue

Hacmosawas yeposa

besepamommvie Maccol
MAIOHACENEeHHBI PeCUOH
8bICOKONOCMABICHHBIU YUHOBHUK
Cyulecmayowasn uepapxusi
Nn000epIHCUBAEMDBLI NPABUMENbCTBOM
penucuosHvie NPaKmuxu

Ex. 4. Match the words with their definitions:

1. autocracy when changes are made to improve a system,
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organization, or law, or a change that is made

2. a bureaucrat people of high social position who have titles

3. an empire the freedom for a country, a region or an organization
to govern itself independently

4. a reform an official working in an organization or a

government department, especially one who follows the
rules of the department too strictly

5. nobility a group of countries that is ruled by one person or
government

6. a province a group of people who share the same religion, race,
job, etc.

7. a communty one of the areas that some countries are divided into
with its own local government

8. autonomy a system of government of a country in which one

person has complete power

Ex.5. Translate from Russian into English:

1. [JokrtpuHa, Bximrovaromas Tpu HanpasieHus: «lIpaBocimaBue
CamonepxxaBue HapoaHocTs» ObLT COYMHEH MHUHUCTPOM 0Opa3oBaHUs
Cepreem YBapOBBIM.

2. Hukomnaii | moguepkrBan 3Ha4UMOCTb PyCCKOM KyIbTypbl, TAKKE KaK
u [IpaBocnaBHOM penuruu.

3. Hna Poccuiickol  uMIIepUH, KaK MPaBWIO, STHUYECKAS
OPUHAJIEKHOCTh W SA3BIK HE Urpajid alCONIOTHO HHUKAKOM poiau B
ONPENEIICHUH, IPUHAJIEKAN JIN YEJIOBEK K 3TOM IOPUINYECKON KAaTETOPHH.

4. TepMUH UHOPOJECI] UMEJI KOHHOTAIMIO KaK HEPYCCKUM SI3bIK M JAXKE
MIPUMEHSIICS ITPU ONMCAHUU XPUCTUAHWHA, TAKOTO KaK MOJISK.

5. Huxomait I orctpanun oT [okHOCTH ciaBsiHoGuna IOpuit
CamapuH, KOrga TOT OCMENWICS KPUTHUKOBAaTh HMMIIEPCKYIO IIOJUTHKY B
npuOanTUICKUX ryOepHUSIX.

6. Hukonmaiti I u MuUHHCTp HaApOJHOTO MPOCBELICHUS YBapoB,
OoOpaTWJIMCh 332 MOMOIIBI0 K €BPEHCKOMY MPOCBETUTENIO, TOKTOPY Makcy
JlnnmeHnTtanto, co3aaTh TOCYAapCTBEHHBIC €BPEUCKHE IIIKOJIBI.
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http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/organization
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/law
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/change_1
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/group_1
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/country_1
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/rule_2
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/person
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/government

7. B Bommpocax CEMEWHOM KU3HU U PEJIMTMO3HOU IMPAKTUKHU MOJUTHUKA

IMpaBUTCJIbCTBA JIMIIb HC3HAYUTCIIbHO ITIOBJIMAJIA HA CBpCﬁCKI/Ie O6HII/IHBI.

Ex.6. Discuss with your partner positive and negative sides of the
Nicholas’s I reforms.

Text B

Before you read the text answer the following questions:

1. What was women’s social status in the middle of the 19-th century?
2. What was female typical education of that period?
3. Can you name any famous women of that time?

Read the given text without a dictionary and find out the following
information:

1. women’s subordinate social status
2. women’s social role
3. women’s marvelous gifts

Women, the family and public life

Women’s subordinate social status became a burning issue in the
middle of the nineteenth century, as educated Russians began to subject every
traditional institution to re-evaluation, the patriarchal family included. In the
opinion of those on the left of Russia’s emergent political spectrum,
authoritarian family relations reproduced and reinforced the social and
political hierarchy.
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Was women’s primary responsibility to devote themselves to the family
and to appropriate mothering of future citizens? Or did the broader society
need women’s energies, too? As substantial numbers of women and men
sought to answer these questions for themselves and others, the ‘woman
question’ emerged as one of the central issues of the day.

The debate unfolded in 1856, when Nikolai Pirogov (1810-81), the
surgeon and educator, published an essay entitled ‘Questions of Life’ that
posed explicitly the question of women’s social role. Pirogov had just
returned from the Crimean War (1854-1856), where he had supervised some
one hundred and sixty women who had volunteered as nurses. The women
had served without pay and working right at the front, faced many of the
same dangers and hardships as soldiers. To Pirogov, the women’s exemplary
work demonstrated that ‘up to now, we have completely ignored the
marvelous gifts of our women’. To his mind, those gifts were mainly
applicable in the family. To prepare women better to perform the role of
mother to future male citizens and true companion to their husbands, capable
of sharing fully in men’s concerns and struggles, Pirogov advocated
improvements in women’s education.

( The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689-1917, vol. 2.
Edited by Dominic Lieven. London School of Economics and Political Science)

Ex.1. Use the context of the text to work out the meaning of these
word expressions:

subordinate status

to subject traditional institutions to re-evaluation
authoritarian family relations

primary responsibility

face many hardships

to appropriate mothering

to share concern

Ex. 2. Summarize the text in brief.
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Lesson 10

Text A

What state paper can you in the picture. What does it declare?

YA EUUEPATORS W CAMOJEPEEED
BECRPOCCLIACKII.

& MOCKOBCRTILKIERCRIIL]

it IAPD) il e
- ]ll!hrmxnmnm!lnmcmluﬂ CHENPCRIN, lul’]:
TAPhr TOCYAAYD %

e
uBl',lIIMHhMBL CUIERCHTI, T OBCKIILBGIMACKIL mmscm
wenmuamckiic KD 90Ty CRIL a1 AN CRILEY RYAHACKTI 1
CDMEATBCRILCAIOTTCRTILFA0CTOKCRIIL KOPEAS CRIILTREPCKII, 10TOPCKTIL
mpneriiparestisarseckiinmixs: T0CYLAPD umnmm:n;

. PA3ARCKIL

lmwnmmmnmﬂb nl‘llCYA}\PB WBEPCKIA,

APTAIRRCEIA HKXGAPNHCKILSEDLIN  O5.1ACTH APMERCKIR, YEPRACCKIXEH

ropescisgsgimmsncs sy LOCYAPhr O AAATEARSACTH A HERD

wmmnﬂmmmmnmmummlm 3
ol HUDISPICRILH PO R ROV IPOIA, 77,1 /..

Answer the following questions:

Who did Alexander Il gain the throne after?
How long was the period of his reign?
What was it marked by?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:

Alexander [alig'za:ndo]
Bessarabia [besa reibio]
Nicholas [nikalos]
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Guess the meaning of the following words:
audience ['o:drans]

consensus [kon'senses]

initiator [1'nifierta]

military [ milit(o)ri]

opponent [a'pavnant]

prestige [pre'sti:(d)3]

public [ pablik]

realization [ri:ola1'zeifn]

reform [r1' fo:m]

Study the following words and expressions:

autocratic, adj [o:ta'kratik] - camoepkaBHBIN

censorship, adj ['sensafip] - nen3ypa

counter-reform, n ['kaonta - r1'fo:m] - nporuBopeunBsie pehopmbl

crucial, adj [ 'kru:f(9)l] - xmr0ueBO#, permaromnmii

defeat, n [dr'fi:t] - mopakenue

designate, v ['dezignert] - 0603HauaTh, ONPEACIIATH

fate, n [fert] - ygactp

induce, v [in'dju:s] - ckJIOHATH, MOOYXKIATH

judicial, adj [d3u: dif(9)]] - cyneOHbIH

span, v [Sp&n] - oxBaThIBaTh

surrender, n [sa'rends] - caya, KaMUTYJISAIUS

abolition of serfdom [aba'lif(s)n DV 's3:fdom] - oTMeHa KpemocTHOro
npaBa

to acquire a topicality [o'kwa1a 'topikal] - mproOpeTaTh aKTyaIbHOCTh

to ascend to the throne [o'send tu: 0i: Oroun] - B30iiTH HaA TPOH

corporal punishment [ 'ko:p(a)r(a)l 'pani/m(a)nt] - TeaeCHOE HaKa3aHUE

to deprive somebody of something [di'prarv ‘'sambadi pv 'sam6m] -
JUIIATh KOT0-1100, 4ero-1mdo

to evoke serious doubts/disagreements [r'vouk ‘siories daot/
drso’gri:mont] — BEI3bIBaTh CEPhe3HBIC COMHEHUS, PA3HOTIIACHS

to expose the extent [1k'spavz 0i: 1k 'stent] - ckpbIBaTh pazmep
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turning point [ 'ta:ni point] - MOBOPOTHBIN MYHKT, IEPEIOM
victorious advance [vik 'to:r1os od 'va:ns] - moGeJ0HOCHOE HACTYTICHUE

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Alexander |11

The abolition of serfdom in 1861, under Alexander Il, and the reforms
which followed (local government reforms, the judicial reform, the abolition
of corporal punishment, the reform of the military, public education,
censorship and others), were a “watershed”, “a turning point” in the history
of Russia. This is the verdict of the reformers themselves and their
opponents, people who lived at the time in Russia as well as beyond its
borders, and many researches. This theme remains crucial for historians. But
in particular periods such as during the 1905 Revolution or Gorbachev’s
perestroika, interest in the history of Alexander II’s reforms has acquired a
particular topicality and political colouring. At such times instead of the
already established term “the Great Reforms”, new terminology emerges
particularly in the academic literature for wider audiences such as “revolution
from above”, “a revolutionary break with the past” and “coup d’etat’.

However, mainstream scholarship still accepts the more subtle tern “the
Great Reforms”. If the question of the suitability of the term for designating
this epoch is unlikely to evoke serious doubts and disagreements, that is not
true of the issues raised in the title of this text as well as others (including the
personal role of Alexander Il in the realization of the reforms, the
interconnection among them, their subsequent fate), on which there is no
consensus in the academic literature. It is sufficient to refer to contemporary
Western and Russian research whose authors consider the boundary between
“the pre-reforms” of Nicholas I, “the Great Reforms” of Alexander II and the
“counter-reforms” of Alexander III relative and even artificial. They present
the whole process of reforms as an unbroken continuum spanning the entire
nineteenth century. This approach contradicts the other, more traditional one,
which views the epoch of the Great Reforms as delimited on the one side by
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the failure of the Nicholas system with the conclusion of the unsuccessful
Crimean War and on the other by the tragic end of the Tsar-Liberator on 1
March 1881. There is no doubt that this subject demands further attention and
additional research.

Emperor Alexander Il himself was the initiator of the transformations
in Russia. The question as to what induced the autocratic monarchy to
abolish serfdom, which had been its foundation-stone for centuries, has been
sufficiently elucidated in the literature. The defeat in the Crimean War (1853-
1856), which interrupted the one-and-a-half-century-long victorious advance
to the Black Sea and was incurred on home territory; the surrender of
Sebastopol; the conditions of the Peace of Paris of 18 (30) March 1856,
which deprived Russia’s of its fleet and naval bases on the Black Sea and
parts of Bessarabia and shed doubt on Russia’s prestige as a great power: all
these things exposed the extent to which Russia was lagging behind other
European countries.

The former system had out lived its time — this was the judgment of one
of the former apologists of this system, the historian M.P. Pogodin,
Alexander Il, who ascended to the throne on 19 February 1855 inherited a
difficult legacy.

(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689-1917, vol. 2.
Edited by Dominic Lieven. London School of Economics and Political Science)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

1. What reforms were made by the end of the XIX century?

2. What is the emergence of new terminology connected with?

3. Is there any common and conventional point of view about
Alexander’s reforms in the academic literature?

4. What are the three levels of reforms? Who were they made by?

5. What is another approach to the reforms?

6. Who was the initiator of the abolition of serfdom?

7. What historical events caused the lag of Russia from other European
countries?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
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abolition of corporal punishment
to acquire a particular topicality and political adoring
mainstream scholarship
subsequent fate

contemporary research

to span the entire century

to out-live the time

to inherit a difficult legacy

shed doubt

naval bases

foundation stone

to demand further attention

Ex.3. Match the words with their definitions:

1. serfdom a change in the way a country is governed usually to a
different political system and often using violence or war
2. a one who liberates, a deliverer
conclusion
3. aflat a situation that was caused by something from an earlier
time
4, the state of being a serf or the system by which the serfs
revolution worked on the land
5. legacy when all the people in a group agree about something
6. a border a group of ships or all of the ships in a country’s navy
7. a the line that separates two countries or states
liberator
8. the final part of something
consensus

Ex.4. Complete the table with the appropriate forms of the words
given. Use a dictionary if necessary:

Verb

Noun Adjective
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abolition

Govern

Inherit

suitability

Contradict

interconnection

additional

failure

Ex.5. Give your own definition of the following words:

turning point
autocratic monarchy
conclusion of the war
a boundary

a reform

continuum

an opponent

Ex.6.Translate from Russian into English:

1. Onoxa npaBnenust Anekcanapa |l BeI3bIBaeT cepbe3HbIe pa3HOIIACUS
Cpelld UCTOPUKOB.

2. B KxoHeyHOM WTOre caMoOjep:KaBHasi MOHApXHsi OTMEHHIIA
KpPEIOCTHOE IPaBO, KOTOPOE SIBISUIOCH KPAaeyrojdbHbIM KaMHEM B TEUEHUE
BEKOB.

3. TlobenonocHoe HactyrieHue Ha YepHoM Mope ObLIO MPEpPBAHO
nopaxxenueM B KpeIMCKO# BOMHE.

4. Kakum o6pazom Poccust Obta nuieHa cBoero ¢Guiota 1 MOPCKUX 0a3
Ha YUepHoMm mope?

5. B XIX Beke ObulM OTMEHEHBI KPEMOCTHOE MPAaBO U TEJIECHbIE
HaKa3aHWus, a TakKe nmpousonuia pepopma cyneOHON U BOGHHON CUCTEM.

6. Pedopmbr Anexkcanapa Il mpuoOperator  ompenesieHHYIO
aKTyaJlbHOCTb U NOJIMTHUYECKYIO OKpPAaCKy B aKaJIEeMHUYECKOH JuTepaType B
NEePHO/I PEBOIOLIUU U TIEPECTPOUKH.
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Ex. 7. Make a brief report on one of the following topics:

-Abolition of serfdom

-Judicial reform

-Abolition of corporal punishment
-Reform of the military

Text B
Abolition of serfdom
Read the following article and find the answers to the questions:

1. What made Alexander Il abolish the serfdom?

2. What was contained in the Emancipation Manifesto?

3. What consequences did it cause?

4. Why is Alexander Il often remembered as a reforming Tsar?

Tsar Alexander Il inherited the Russian throne in 1855, as the Crimean
War seemed at its most hopeless. It is clear that Russia’s humiliation affected
his reign, leading to a host of significant policies designed to modernize the
country. (1) Pressure from the serfs, as well as
Russia’s civil society, and even landowners themselves, added to the weight
on the Tsar to take action.

In reality, Alexander Il actually asked the Russian nobility to decide on
the changes needed to destroy serfdom. After a number of committees were
held, Alexander eventually published the Emancipation Manifesto on March
3rd, 1861. The Manifesto was made into law within a few days, and all serfs
were given the right to become free citizens, to marry who they wanted and
to purchase land.
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In order to buy the land on which they lived, serfs were forced to take
government loans. These loans, which had 100% interest and needed to be
repaid over 49 years, not only put tremendous strain on the serfs of 1861, but
also their children who inherited the land and the debt.
(2) In the short term, the emancipation of the serfs,
combined with other modernizing reforms initiated by the Tsar, had the
desired impact. Between 1860 and 1900 the Russian economy grew at an
average of 4.6% per year. There was also a dramatic rise in commercial
farming, which significantly changed the structure of Russian rural society.

Alongside the desire to modernize Russia, it seems the decision to
emancipate the serfs was also driven by an urge to prevent social unrest.
3) The Emancipation seemed like a grand gesture
designed to appease the serfs that made up a third of the country’s
population. The reform also saw a strict system of local government installed
in Russia, replacing the rule of the landowner with that of a local authority.

4) It is clear that his rule saw drastic change
in Russian society, but this seemed to be motivated by the need to make
Russia competitive on the international stage, rather than a desire for equality
or democratization. Perhaps the biggest measure of the Tsar’s reformist
reputation concerns his death. On March 2nd 1881 he was assassinated by
members of the People’s Will, a revolutionary terrorist organization.
Alexander was responsible for one of the most monumental changes in
Russian History, yet failed to do enough to truly quench the desire for
progress.

(http///www.newhistorian.com)

These sentences have been removed from the text. Choose one of the
sentences a-d which best fits each gap 1-4.

a. In the years between 1826 and 1854 there had been over 700 peasant
uprisings in Russia.

b. Alexander Il is often remembered as a reforming Tsar, a
comparatively liberal member of a notoriously conservative dynasty.
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c. Serfdom was held up as the cause of a host of Russia’s problems,
from its military failure, to famines, slow industrialization and civil disorder.

d. The serfs had gained significant freedom, but their impoverished
position as the “dark masses” of Russian society remained.

Ex.1. Write out the key words from each paragraph.
Ex.2. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- Divide the text into logical parts
- Give title to each part
- Summarize the contents of each part in 1-2 sentences
- Give the summary of the text

Lesson 11

Text A

Discuss. What event is illustrated in the picture?
How did you know? Prove your ideas.
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Answer the following questions:

1. What circumstances did Alexander gain the throne under?

2. What was Russian’s political condition by the beginning of his
reign?

3. What is the Alexander III’s ruling associated with?

Guess the meaning of the following words:

autocrat [ 'o:tokraet]

assassination [a sas1'nerfn]
countrymen [ kantrimon]
industrialization [m dastrioli zeifon]
Liberator [ 'libarerto(r)]

patriotic [ petrr ptik]

despot [ despot]

Study the following words and expressions:
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accession, n [ak'sefan] — mpuxoj K BiacTu

accomplishment, n [o'komplifmont] — nocTmwxkenue, ymenue

assassination [o,S&esS1 nerfn] — TeppoOpUCTUUECKUN aKT, TOKYIICHUE

brutish, adj ['bru:tif] — rpyOBbI#i, raymblii, )KeCTOKUI

carriage, n ['keerids] — kapera, Baroxn

cling, v [khn] — memnsaTees, nepkatbs

dissent, n [d1'sent] — nHakomBbICIIHIE

embodiment, n [1m'bodimoant] — Bomnomenue

epitome, n [1'prtomi] — my4rmii mpuMep, BOILUIOIICHNE

faith, n [fei0] — Bepa, penurus

fiercely, adj [ 'frosli] — Oy¥iHbI#, rops/unii, HEUCTOBBIH

forceful, adj ['fo:sful] — BosieBOM, CHITBHBIN, C HATTOPOM

formidable, adj [ 'fo:midabal] — rpo3nsrii

illiterate, adj [1'Iitarit] - HerpamoTHBIit

inherit, v [In"herit] — ynacnenoBars

instill, v [in'stil] — BaymaTs, npuBuBaThH

require, v [r1'kwaia] — Tpe6GoBaTh, Hy X I1aThCs

tighten, v [ 'tarton] — ycunupats

tutor, n [ 'tju:ta] — npenogaBaresp, JOMAIIHUN YIUTEIh

at an alarming rate [at an o'la:miy rert] — ¢ myraroriei CKOPOCTHIO

at the expense of [ot O1 1k 'spens] — nieHoi, 3a cuer, B ymiepo

on the eve of [on 01 1.V 9] HakaHyHE

to be greatly influenced by [br1: grertli influonst bar]— HaxoauTbcs nmoa
CHJIbHBIM BJIMSTHUEM YET0/KOT0-JIH00

to be entrusted with [br.in trastod wid]— moBepuThcs, Bo3naraThcs

to one’s credit [to wanzkredit] — k ubel-1u00 UecTH

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Alexander 111

Considered Russia's last true autocrat, Alexander 11l was the epitome of
what a Russian Emperor was supposed to be. Forceful, formidable, fiercely

patriotic, and at 6' 4" towered over his fellow countrymen. He was the
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embodiment of the fabled Russian bear. He came to power at a critical point
in Imperial Russian history. The Industrial Revolution had finally come to
Russia and capitalism was taking root. Foreign investment within the country
was at an all time high. His Father, Alexander Il was within hours of granting
the country its first constitution. Ironically, Alexander I11 was not born heir to
the Russian throne.

Born in St Petersburg on February 26, 1845 (old style), he was the
second son of Alexander Il, the "Tsar Liberator" who had freed the serfs. His
older brother and heir to the throne, Nicholas, died in 1865. The young Grand
Duke was greatly influenced by his tutor Constantine Petrovich
Pobedonostsev who instilled into him conservative fundamentals of
autocracy, Orthodoxy and nationalism that were required to govern the
Russian Empire.

With the death of his brother, Alexander inherited more than just the
title of Tsarevich. In October 1866 Alexander married the Danish Princess
Dagmar. After her conversion to Orthodoxy, she took the name of Marie
Fedorovna. Together, Alexander 111 and Empress Marie had five children.

The reign of Alexander Ill began in tragedy. On March 1, 1881, on the
eve of the signing into law Russia's first constitution, two assassins threw
bombs at the Tsar's carriage in St. Petersburg. Alexander Il was mortally
wounded and died shortly thereafter. As a result of the assassination,
Alexander Il would not consider granting the constitution. He tightened
censorship of the press and sent thousands of revolutionaries to Siberia. In his
Accession Manifesto, he declared his intention to have "full faith in the
justice and strength of the autocracy" that he had been entrusted with. Any
liberal proposals in government were quickly dismissed. Alexander was
determined to strengthen autocratic rule as a God given right. His reign is
often referred to as the Age of Counter Reform.

He was not educated or prepared in his youth to be Emperor. But what
he lacked in style he more than made up for in his conviction of his position,
his love for his country, and an understanding of the importance he could
play in shaping his country's future. He possessed such a strong will as to rule
the Russian Empire as absolute autocrat, to the point where the Empire
stabilized and prospered, thus allowing capitalism to begin to take root.

During his reign the autocracy stabilized and dissent was forced
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underground. He worked to strengthen and modernize Russia's armed forces
while avoiding armed conflict and improve Russia's standing as a world
power.

History tends to view Alexander 11l as a brutish despot. His only
accomplishment being to strengthen his autocratic rule was made at the
expense of the working class and peasantry. To his credit he stabilized the
Russian government and maintained peace with his European and Asian
neighbors. Alexander was hopelessly out of touch with the emerging realities
of a modern industrialized Russia. Autocratic rule was established at a time
in Russian history when the nation was illiterate, uneducated, and attacked
from foreign powers on all sides. That time was no more. At a time when the
Russian government should have begun adjusting itself to the changing
realities of the 19th Century, Alexander instead clung to and strengthened the
autocracy.

At the beginning of 1894 Alexander Il was 49 years old. It was
believed that he had, barring assassination, many years left to his reign. As
the year progressed, his health deteriorated at an alarming rate. The best
doctors of the time were called to help, but none were able to save the dying
Emperor. Alexander Alexandrovich Romanov, Tsar of all the Russia's, died
of Nephritis on October 20, 1894. He left behind an incomplete legacy, his
work unfinished, and an heir unprepared to rule.

(http://www.alexanderpalace.org/palace/alexbio.html)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. How did Alexander ascend to the throne?
What was the condition of Russian industry?
What was his reign marked by?

What way did he strengthen his autocratic rule
What achievements did he make in diplomacy?
What was the Emperor’s mistake?

What was his death caused by?

N ook w0

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these words and expressions:
106



epitome

fiercely patriotic

illiterate

within hours

free the serfs

heir to the throne

brutish despot

liberal proposals

an incomplete legacy

to determine to strengthen

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:

NPOMbBLULTLEHHAS PeBOIIOYUSL
NpuHsAmMuUe NPasoCiasus.
VKOPEHAMbCS

Obimb He 8 Kypce oeid
VXyouieHue 300p06bs
asmopumapHoe npasiexue
9noxa KoHmppegpopmoi
HAKAaHyHe

CO 6cex CMopoH

¢ nyaaroweti CKopocmuio

Ex. 4. Explain the difference in the meaning between the following
expressions:

Within hours/on the eve

Illiterate/ uneducated

At a time/ of the time

To strengthen/ to modernize

At the expense/ at an alarming rate
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Ex.5. Insert the words and phrases into the sentences. Translate these
sentences:

intellgent successful servants’ Canceling absolute
autocrat
taste for sovereign doted upon Threadbare | to grant

1. To many westerners Alexander IlIl appeared crude and not overly

2. Queen Victoria commented that she thought him as "a
whom she does not look upon as a gentlemen™.

3. To his credit, as a husband and a father he was greatly

4. He was also good with kids and his daughters.

5. Alexander 11l dressed simply and would wear his clothes until they
were

6. Though he lived in the large Gatchina Palace, he chose to live in the
renovated area.

7. He loved the simplicity of Russian life and had little
anything western.

8. Alexander’s of the planned constitution set into motion
events that would eventually take Russia to the brink of annihilation.

9. The Tsar's inability or unwillingness to prepare his son Nicholas at
an early age to rule as further exacerbated the future events that
would sweep over his Empire.

10. While Alexander Il actually took some satisfaction from looking
like a Russian peasant, he was unprepared them any political rights.

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:

1. Anekcauap Il Obl1 BOMIOIMIEHWEM TOrO KaKUM JOJDKCH OBITh
HacTosAmui Poccuiickuii mapb (MMIiepaTop).
2. BosneBoi, OorpOMHBIN, OTYATHHO MATPUOTHYHBIN OH OBLIT BHIIIIE CBOUX

COOTCUYCCTBCHHHKOB.
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3. B Poccum HakoHel Hadallach NPOMBIIUICHHAS PEBOJIIOLUS U
KallUTAIN3M ITyCTUJ KOPHHU.

4. Hukomnaii, crapuivii Opat U HacleHUK TpoHa, ymep B 1865.

5. B nenr cmeptu Anekcanapa Il takxke ymepna Hanexnaa Poccuu
NPUHATh KOHCTUTYILHIO.

6. OH yxecTouun MEeH3ypy mpecchl U cocianl B CHOUpPH ThICSYU
PEBOJIIOLIMOHEPOB.

7. K cBoeit dectH, OH CMOr CTaOWJIM3UPOBATh POCCHUICKOE
[IPaBUTEIILCTBO W TMOJJEPKATh MHUP C EBPONEHCKMMHU U a3UaTCKUMU
COCE/ISIMU.

8. AJEeKcaHAp COBEpPIICHHO HE HWMEN NPEACTABICHHS O pPEalbHON
JEUCTBUTEIBHOCTH COBPEMEHHOU MHYCTPAIIM3UPOBAaHHOW Poccum.

9. Jlyumue Bpayu TOTO BPEMEHU HE CMOIJIM BBUICUUTH 3a00JI€BaHMUS
[IOYEK, YTO CTaJI0 MpuunHour cMeptu Mmneparopa.

Ex.7. Speak about Alexander 11 and his reign using the active words
from the text.

Text B
Before reading the text, answer the following questions:
1. What was the condition of Russian culture by the beginning of
Alexander III’s reign?
2. Who were famous contemporaries of Alexander 111?
Read the text and try to understand its general content:

Russian culture under Alexander 111

Alexander Il reacted to the violent circumstances of his father’s death

by introducing repressive measures which actually attempted to undo some
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of the 1860s reforms, and by increasing censorship: it should not be forgotten
that Russian writers after 1804 had to endure the humiliations of submitting
their work to the censor, and then complying with whatever demands were
made. Russian culture had already begun to undergo significant change by
the time of Alexander II’s death, as non-conformists and former radicals
amongst the artistic community gradually began to become part of the
establishment: Rimsky-Korsakov was appointed to teach at the St. Petersburg
Conservatoire in1871, and members of the Wanderers group had begun to
take up professorships at the Academy of Arts. Under Alexander IlI,
nationalist Russian culture was for the first time supported by the state and
thus could no longer be seen as «progressive». Alexander’s reactionary
policies caused widespread despondency amongst the liberal educated
population, who came to see this period as a sterile era of «small deeds». The
government’s closure of the country’s leading literary journal in 1884, due to
its allegiance to «dangerous» (i.e. Populist) political ideas, was a further blow
to morale; Notes of the Fatherland had been a mouthpiece of liberal thought
for forty-five years. This was the year in which the Holy Synod assumed
control of Russian primary schools, and universities lost their autonomy. It
was also the year in which Alexander presented his wife with the first
exquisitely crafted Easter egg commissioned from the court jeweler Carl
Faberg’e, and so began an annual tradition which was continued by his heir
Nicholas I1.

Konstantin Pobedonostsev, appointed procurator of the Holy Synod in
1880, was as much responsible as Alexander 11l for the atmosphere of gloom
and paranoia during his reign. The lay head of the Russian Orthodox Church
(this was a civil appointment, made by the emperor), he was a staunch
defender of autocracy and an implacable opponent of reform. Pobedonostsev
had licence to intervene in questions of censorship as well as in matters of
national education and religious freedom, and his edicts were so unpopular in
educated circles that they won him the nickname of «The Grand Inquisitor»
after a character in The Brothers Karamazov (Brat’ia Karamazovy;
Dostoevsky, who had consulted him during the writing of his last novel,
published in 1880, had been one of this dour man’s few close friends).
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(adopted from: The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689—
1917, vol. 2. Edited by Dominic Lieven. London School of Economics and

Political Science)

Ex.1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions
in bold type. Consult a dictionary if necessary.

Ex.2. Match the English words and expressions with the Russian

ones:

1. after a character

MOMBITKA OTYOUTH pedopMbI

2. a staunch defender of TEPIIETh YHIKCHUS
autocracy
3. an implacable opponent of MOTYUHUATHCS BBIJIBUHYTHIM
reform TpeOOBaHUAM
4. attempt to undo the reforms TIOJIBEPTaThCs 3HAYHUTEITHHBIM
MU3MCHCHHSIM

5. cause widespread despondency

BBI3bIBATh BC€O6IJ_[€€ YHBIHHC

6. due to allegiance

13-3a2 BEPHOCTH

7. to assume control of

Opath Ha ceOs1 KOHTPOJIb Ha

8. to comply with demands made

BCpHBIfI 3allIUTHUK CaMOJICPIKaBHA

9. to endure the humiliation

HETIPUMUPHUMBIN
pedopm

IMPOTHUBHUK

10. undergo significant change

B YECTh IMEPCOHAXKA

Ex.3. Write down a brief summary of the text in English.
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Lesson 12
Text A

Look at the picture. What can you tell about the ceremony in it?
Who are the people shown in it?

Answer the following questions:

What was the political situation in Russia by the end of the XIX
century?

Who did the history of Romanov family begin with?

Which of them played an outstanding part in history?

Study pronunciation of the following proper names:

Alexandra [&lig za:ndro]
Alix of Hesse [ aliks ov hes]
Anastasia [

Tobolsk [to"bo:1sk]

Y ekaterinburg [jekaeto 'ri:nbig]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
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assembly [ a'sem.bli]
autocracy [0: tok.ra.si]
autocrat [ '0:.to.kraet]
coronation [ kor.o'ner.[on]
crisis [ kraisis]

Study the following words and expressions:

abdicate, v [ '@b.di.kert] - orpekaThCs

confine, v [kon'fain] - 3arouats

ease, vV [ i:z ] - obyieruath

exile, v [ "ek.sa1l] — cocnaTh, cchuiaTh

grasp, v [gra:sp ] — yCBOUTb, CXBaThIBATh

holy, v [ 'houli] - cBaroit

humiliate, v [hju: 'mil.i.ert ] - yHmxartpb

officiate, v [ o'fif.i.e1t ] — ucnonuaTh 00s3aHHOCTH

overthrow, v [ ov.va'Orau] — cBeprath

predecessor, n [ 'pri:.d1 ses.ar] - npeanecTBEHHUK

regain, v [ ri'gein] — BepHyTh cebe, BOCCTaHABIMBATD

riot, n ['rar.at ] — OyHT, OecnipsaoK

shortage, n ['[o:.tid3] — HexBaTka, qeULINAT

unrest, n [ an'rest ] - 6ecriopsiiox

womanizing, n ["'womanaizin] — pacmyTcTBO

ascend the throne [ o'send Oroun] — BoliTH Ha TPOH

at all cost [kost] — mr0060i1 11IeHOM

to blame somebody for something [blerm 'sambadi fo(r) 'samOm] —
OOBHHSTH KOTO-THOO B 4eM-TTHOO

to eliminate any possibility [ 1'lim.r.nert 'eni posa'biloti] — ycrpanuTs,
UCKJTFOYHUTH JIFOOYI0 BO3MOYKHOCTh

ongoing war [ Dy, gov.1) wo:(r)] — HerpepbIBHAs BOTHA

to prevail over something [pr1 veil 'duva(r)] — nmpeobnagate HaJ YyeM-
1100

state matters [steit 'mat.or] — rocynapcTBeHHBIE €A

to take the faith [fe10] — mpunsaTs Bepy
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Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Nicholas |1

Born 6 May 1868, Nicholas was the oldest son of Tsar Alexander IlI
and his wife Maria Feodorovna. His parents took particular trouble over his
education. Nicholas was taught by outstanding Russian academics at home,
he knew several languages and had a wide knowledge of history, and he also
quickly grasped military science. His father personally guided his education,
which was strictly based on religion. Nicholas ascended the throne at age 26
after the unexpected death of his father in 1894. Although a well educated
man, he felt unprepared for the hard task as the ruler of the Russian empire,
he was not properly prepared to officiate as a monarch and was not fully
introduced to top affairs of the state. Nicholas's reign was marked by tragedy
from the very beginning. A national celebration to honor the formal
coronation of the new tsar turned into a disaster. Overcrowding resulted in a
stampede and hundreds of people were crushed to death.

Shortly after the death of his father, Nicholas married the German
Princess Alix of Hesse who, after taking the Orthodox faith took the name of
Alexandra Feodorovna. Their union was a rare one among royal families in
that they married “for love” and Nicholas was a devoted husband throughout
their life together. Alexandra bared him five children: Olga, Tatyana, Maria,
Anastasia and Aleksey, the only male heir to the throne. Aleksey was
diagnosed with a life threatening illness, hemophilia. In 1905 a so called 'holy
man' named Grigory Rasputin was presented at the palace. He was the only
one who was mysteriously able to help ease their son’s pain. Despite
Rasputin's well documented stories of drinking and womanizing, Alexandra
absolutely believed that Rasputin was sent to the royal family by God and
soon he exerted a powerful influence over the tsar and tsarina advising them
on state matters.
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Nicholas was a confirmed autocrat, much like his father. But he did not
inherit the strong will of his father and mostly continued the work his
predecessors had started which brought rapid economical and trade growth.
Devoted to his wife he was influenced by Alexandra, who shared his views
on government and country and truly believed that autocracy was for the
good of Russia and must be preserved at all costs.

In 1904, Nicholas took his country into war with Japan. Russia's
embarrassing defeat ruined the monarchy's prestige among all sectors of
society, the nobility and the peasants, leading to a revolution in 1905 and to
an event that became known as Bloody Sunday. Unarmed crowds demanding
radical constitutional and social reforms were shot down by the tsar's army
near his palace. This set off more riots and strikes throughout Russia. To ease
the wave of opposition and regain support Nicholas created a parliament,
the State Duma, Russia's first nationally elected representative assembly to
give the people a voice. However, unrest continued and in 1914 Nicholas felt
obligated to prevent a German invasion of Europe and took Russia into
World War One. He personally took command of the army and left
Alexandra in charge. The Russian army suffered heavy loses and was
defeated, resulting in a political crisis. Soaring prices and food shortages
strained relations between the government and the common people, who had
come to hate the ongoing war and blamed Nicholas for it. In 1917 a strike
movement against the tsar broke out and even spread to the army. Abandoned
by his generals Nicholas was eventually forced to abdicate, and all the power
was transferred to the Provisional Government.

Nicholas was arrested by order of the revolutionary government of
Russia and was confined with his family within the royal residence at the
Alexander Palace. At the time, the power of the Bolsheviks was growing as
they prevailed over the other major revolutionary groups. They soon
overthrew the temporary government. To prevent Nicholas and his family
from fleeing abroad, the imperial family were exiled, first to Tobolsk and
then to Yekaterinburg to the Ipatiev House. It became their prison, the house
was fenced and large boards covered the windows, they were constantly
guarded by Bolshevik soldiers who humiliated and insulted them. On the
night of 17 July 1918 the Bolshevik Party, who had taken control after the

revolution, executed the royal family to eliminate any possibility of restoring
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the tsar to the throne. Nicholas Il and his family - his wife Tsarina Alexandra

and their five children - the oldest at the time was 22 and the youngest 13 -

were led to the basement of the Ipatiev House and shot by a firing squad.
(http///www.russiapedia.rt.com)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

1. What education was Nicholas given?
2. Was he properly prepared to officiate royal duties?
3. What happened on the day of his coronation?
4. Can you give any details about his family life?
5. What political views did Nicholas 11 have?
6. What led to a Revolution 1905?
7. How did Nicholas try to regain support and ease the wave of
opposition?
8. What eventually caused a political crisis in Russia?
9. Why was Nicholas Il forced to abdicate?
10. What was the further fate of the royal family?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

take particular trouble

top affairs

marry for love

exert a powerful influence over the tsar
feel obligated

prevent somebody from fleeing

firing squad

Ex.3. Match the words with their definition:

1. a period of time when a king or queen rules a country
2. to remove someone from power by using force
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3. a ruler with unlimited power, or someone who demands that people
completely obey them

4. if a king or queen abdicates, he or she formally gives up power

5. the power to affect how someone thinks or behaves or how
something develops

6. when a country is ruled by a king or queen

7. when there is not enough of something

8. the person who was in a job or position before

Ex.4. Give your own definitions to the following words:

coronation
faith
womanizing
riot

exile
peasant
defeat

Ex.5. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a
dictionary if necessary:

Verb Noun Adjective
union
threaten
embarrassing
death
execute
relation
inherit

devoted

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:
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1. Huxomait |l nuuHO mpuHSI KOMaHJIOBaHUE PYCCKOM apMuell mocie
Hayajia [IepBOd MUPOBOU BOMHBI.

2. Anekcannpa ®enmopoBHa Tmojaraia, 4ro PacnmytuH  ObLI
€IMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBII MOT 00JIETYUTh CTPAJIaHUS €€ ChIHA.

3. Anexkcanap |l nuuHO pykoBoaMJI OOpa3oBaHUMEM CBOETO ChIHA,
KOTOPOro 00ydanau UCTOPUU, BOEHHOMY JI€NTy U HECKOJIBKUM SI3bIKaM.

4. IlopaxxeHue B pyCCKO-AMOHCKON BOWHE B KOHEYHOM UTOIE€ MPHUBEIO
K peBomtoruu 1905 rona.

5.Uto0bl  UCKIIOUUTH JIIOOYI0  BO3MOYKHOCTh  BOCCTaHOBJICHHS
MoHapxuu B Poccum, maptusi OONBIIEBUKOB MPHUHSIIA PEHICHUE Ka3HUTh
LAPCKYIO CEMBIO.

6. B Bo3pacte 26 ner Hukonaii B301Ien Ha TPOH MOCIIE€ HEOKHUIAHHOMN
CMEPTH CBOEro OTIa, HO K 3TOMY BPEMEHHM OH HE ObLJI FOTOB HCIIOJHSITH
00s3aHHOCTH MOHapXxa.

7. BbICOKME 1€Hbl M HEXBAaTKa MPOAYKTOB NUTAaHHUS YCUIIUJIO
HAMPSKEHUE MEXKY MPABUTEIHCTBOM M OOBIYHBIMH JIFOIBMH.

Ex.7. Make a brief report using the vocabulary from the text:

Background of Nicholas II’s abdication
The period of Provisional Government
The royal family exile

Text B

Read the text without a dictionary and try to understand its general
content. Answer the questions:

1. How and why did Rasputin emerge in the royal family?

2. Why was Alexandra unpopular at court?

3. Why did Nicholas Il take personal command of his armed forces?
4. What is Felix Yusupov known for?
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Tsarina Alexandra

Born on 6 June 1872 in Darmstadt, Germany, Alexandra was a
granddaughter of Britain's Queen Victoria and the daughter of Louis 1V, the
Grand Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt.

Orphaned at the age of six she married Tsar Nicholas Il in 1894 and
moved to Russia - a country she greatly disliked - there giving birth to four
daughters before giving the Tsar a son, Alexis. Tragically her new-born son
proved to suffer from hemophilia.

The Tsarina's anxious concern for her son's illness led her to embrace
Rasputin, a debauched 'holy man' who proved able to stem Alexis' loss of
blood (it has been suggested through hypnosis).

Already unpopular at court - where she firmly held sway over her
husband - Alexandra's unswerving loyalty to Rasputin (whom she believed
had been sent by God to save the Russian throne) led her to continually
excuse his notorious excesses, and further damaged her reputation.

A fanatical believer in Russian Orthodoxy and a firm believer in the
principles of autocratic rule, Alexandra lost no opportunity in asserting her
husband's right to lead his country. She routinely dismissed her husband's
political advisers, even those who were both competent and remained loyal to
the Tsar.

With the Tsarina having helped to engineer the dismissal of Grand
Duke Nikolai - the Tsar's uncle - from his position as Commander in Chief of
the army, the Tsar subsequently announced his intention to take personal
command of his armed forces.

Her husband having left for the front in August 1915, the Tsarina's
conduct in determining policy became ever more arbitrary and wanting in
political judgment. Vindictive and jealous, Alexandra continued to dismiss
from office anyone she deemed disloyal to the Tsar, fairly or otherwise.

In an attempt to halt the seemingly endless stream of scandal
emanating from the court, a group of conspirators led by Prince Felix
Yusupov resolved to arrange Rasputin's murder, which consequently took
place on 16 December 1916.

Nevertheless it was too late to recover any semblance of credibility let

alone popularity for the monarchy, particularly given that the Tsar's ill-
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advised gamble in publicly associating himself so closely with the success of
his army had backfired, the latter continuing to perform badly in the field.

Unfounded rumors abounded of the Tsarina's collaboration with
Germany (along with Prime Minister Sturmer), further cementing
Alexandra's deep unpopularity in the country.

She was nevertheless surprised by the February Revolution. She joined
her family in internal exile and was eventually executed, shot to death, by the
Bolsheviks on the night of 16/17 July 1918 at Yekaterinburg. She was 46.

(http///www.firstworldwar.com)

Ex.1. Write down Russian equivalents for the word expressions in
bold type. Consult a dictionary if necessary:

Ex.2. Write out the key words of each part.

Ex.3. Write down a summary of the text in English.

Ex.4. Give a written translation of the text in Russian.

Lesson 13
Text A

Answer the following questions:

1. Who can you see in the picture?
2. What are they doing?
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What was the condition of the agriculture in Russia in the 19" century?
What status did the Russian peasants have?

Guess the meaning of the following words:
custom, n [ 'kastom]

military [ militor]

exploitation [ eksplor terfon]

Explain the meaning of the words:

industrialization [ dastrioli zeifon]
agriculture [ agrikalt[o(r)]
peasantry [ pezntri]

zemstvo [ zemstva]

Study the following words and expressions:

allotment, n [o'lotmont] — ygacTok 3emiu, pacnpeneiieHue, 3eMeIbHBIHN
HaJe

alter, v [o:ltar] — u3smeHuTH, IEpPEICTBIBATE
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ballot, n ['balat] — ronocoBanue, TaliHoe roJIOCOBaHHE

be liable, v [br: 'larabl] — ObITE 00s3aHHBIM

conscription, n [kon'skripfon] — mpu3siB, BOMHCKasi MIOBUHHOCTH
demand, v [di'ma:nd] — TpeboBarh, 3ampainuBarh

disrupt, v [dis'rapt] — pa3pyiiats, HoapsIBaTh

farflung, adj [fa: flan] — nanekwuii, yaaneHHbIi

increase, v [1n'Krr:S] — yBennuuBaThCs, pactu

instalment (Am. installments), n [in'sto:Imant] — B3HOC, YacTh

legislation, n [ ledsis'leyfn] — 3akoHBI, 3aKOHOAATEILCTBO, CBOJ
3aKOHOB

redemption, n [ri'demp/n] — mnoramieHue, BBILIATA, BBITOJIHECHUE
00s13aTeNbCTBA

poll tax [povl taeks] — mogymuiHbIi HANOT, YU

serfdom, n ['s3:fdom] — kpenocTHOE MpaBo, paOCTBO, KPEITOCTHHYECTBO
SOW, V [Sou] — ceATh

support, v [sa'po:t] — mognepxuBaTh

whim, n [wim] — npuxoTb

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:
Peasants and Agriculture

Peasants in Imperial Russia adapted and altered their customs and
practices again in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to cope
with further changes. The legislation of 1861 that set in motion the abolition
of serfdom was followed by similar reforms for the peasants who lived on the
lands of the state and the tsar’s family. By the end of the century, most
peasants were buying their land allotments by paying installments in
‘redemption’ schemes administered by the government. The state also
reformed the main demands it made on the peasantry. The poll tax was
phased out and replaced by taxes on sales and businesses in the 1880s. The
system of military conscription was reformed in 1874. The maximum term of
service was cut to seven years, and young men from all levels of society, not
just the lower orders, were liable to serve. Conscripts were selected by ballot,

moreover, not on the whim of local authorities. A much larger proportion of
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young men served in the army than before the reform. In marked contrast to
the previous system, however, most conscripts came home and resumed their
previous lives after a few years’ service. The imperial government
implemented other reforms. Elected district and provincial councils
(zemstva), with peasant representatives, were set up in many provinces in the
1860s, and new local courts were established for peasants. These reforms
were part of wider changes. There were improvements in transport with the
construction of a national railway network, a national market developed,
industrialization began to take off, and as a result there were more
opportunities for wage labour in industry and commercial agriculture.
Peasants became more mobile, migrating to the empire’s rapidly growing
cities as well as to Siberia and other farflung regions. Peasants’ horizons
were broadened also by the growth of formal schooling and the spread of
literacy in the villages. These processes should not be seen solely as changes
from outside that were disrupting a ‘traditional’ way of life. Russian peasants
were used to adapting to changes, and in late Imperial Russia they shaped the
changing world they lived in just as much as they themselves were altered. A
further development in this period was rapid population growth. Between
1857 and 1917, the number of peasants inside the mid-seventeenth-century
borders of Russia increased three times, a rate of natural growth that to some
extent prefigured the population explosion in the developing world in the
latter part of the twentieth century.

While peasants were constrained to some extent by the natural
environments in which they lived, they were able to adapt to support
themselves in conditions as diverse as the forests of the north and Siberia,
and the steppes of the south and south-east. In their struggles to meet the
burden of exploitation and support the growing population, however,
peasants transformed and degraded these environments, clearing vast areas of
forest and steppe grasslands, thus sowing the seeds for the far greater human
Impact on the environment of Russia in the 20th century.

(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689 - 1917)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:
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1. How did most peasants buy their land allotments by the end of the
century?

2. What tax was replaced by taxes on sales and businesses in the
1880s?

3. How long did young men have to serve?

4. What reforms did the imperial government implement?

5. How did the reforms change Russia?

6. Could Russian peasants get used to changes?

7. How did peasants adapt themselves in Siberia?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these words and expressions:

Imperial Russia

military conscription

local courts

formal schooling

taxes on sales and businesses
elected district

commercial agriculture
changing world

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:

ommena pabcmaa

nAamums Yacmsimu

MeCmHble 81acmu

pocm HaceneHs.

CNPABUMBCSL C USMEHEHUSMU
HOSMANHO COKPAWAMb

OpP2aHbl MECmHO20 CAMOYNPABLEHUS
8 HeKOMOPOU CmeneHu

Ex. 4. Match the words with their definitions:
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1. a peasant money that you have to pay to the government so
that it can pay for public services

2. an allotment a regular amount of money that you earn, usually
every week, for work or services

3. atax the practice of ordering people by law to serve in the
armed forces

4. conscription to improve a system, an organization, a law, etc. by
making changes to it

5. to reform a small area of land in a town which a person can
rent in order to grow fruit and vegetables on it

6. a council a farmer who owns or rents a small piece of land

7.awage a group of people who are elected to govern an area
such as a city or county

Ex. 5. Translate from Russian into English:

1. 3a 3akoHOM, OTMEHSIOIIMM KpemocTHoe mpaBo B 1861 r,
nocyiea0BaiIu pehOpMbI ISl KPECThSH.

2. IoaymHbli HAJIOT OBLT MOCTENEHHO OTMEHEH M 3aMEHEH Ha HAJIOT Ha
npoaaxy u Toprosito B 1880-¢.

3. MakcuManbHBI CPOK CIY>KOBbI OBLT COKpAaIieH 10 7 JET, MOJOJIbIe
JIIOJTA BCEX COCJIOBUM ObUIH 00SI3aHBI CITYKUTh.

4. PehopMbl ObUIH YACTHIO OOIITUPHBIX U3MEHEHUH.

5. B pe3ynpraTe mpoBeacHUs pedopM ObLIO OOJIBIIE BO3MOKHOCTEH
JUISl UICTIOJIb30BaHUS HAEMHOTO TPYy/da B MPOMBIILICHHOCTH U KOMMEPYECKOM
CEJIbCKOM XO35IUCTBE

6. OTu mporecchl He ObLIM UCKIIFOYUTEILHO KaK BHEIIHUE W3MEHEHHS,
KOTOPBIE OJOPBAIA TPATUIIMOHHBIN YKJIa )KU3HHU.

7. KpectbsiHaM yJamoch MU3MEHHUTH OKPYKAIOLIYI) Cpely, pacuuilnas
TEPPUTOPUH JIECOB, CTEITHBIX MACTOMIII.

Ex.7. Complete the table with the appropriate forms of the given
words:

Verb Noun
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to adapt

administration

to reform

service

Ex.7. Discuss the following question in the group:

Did Russian peasants have to live under unbearable conditions?
Text B

Read the text and find the answers to the following questions:

1. What impacts did the revolution have on Russian
Orthodoxy?

2. What frightened state officials?

3. What did the clergy in Viatka diocese draw the State Duma

4. What did the First World War inspire the Church to do?
5. What changes did the Church suffer in the Russian pre-
revolution?

Orthodoxy in the Russian Pre-revolution

The revolution of 1905-1907 had a profound impact on Russian
Orthodoxy. Most dramatically, it unleashed the pent-up discontent long
percolating among the parish clergy, who, individually and collectively,
embraced a range of liberal and even radical movements. To the horror of
state officials, priests all across the empire proved receptive to the calls of the
‘Liberation Movement’ and used the occasion to press their own demands—
for better material support, for the right of self-organization, for a reduction
in ‘episcopal rule’ and a greater role in diocesan administration. But others
took up the needs of the disprivileged. Thus the clergy of one deanship in
Viatka diocese, for example, urged the State Duma (parliament) to resolve
‘the agrarian question according to the wishes of the people’. And in

numerous cases the local priest, whether from fear or conviction, became
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embroiled in the revolution itself, delivered incendiary sermons, performed
requiems for fallen revolutionaries, and in sundry other ways supported his
rebellious parishioners.

The First World War inspired the Church, like most of Russia, to
respond with patriotic support for what would quickly prove an unmitigated
military catastrophe. The Church itself mobilized substantial resources to
assist in the war, converted facilities to serve as military hospitals, raised
funds for the war victims and campaigned to sustain the fighting morale of
the troops and the home front. In that respect, it differed little from churches
of the other combatants. But the context was different: far sooner than
elsewhere, the Russian Empire was swept by an intense tide of anti-war
sentiment. Hence the Church’s identification with the ‘imperialist war’ did
much to create a young generation of anti-religious veterans, the future Red
Army men who would be particularly hostile to the Church. But the Church
itself had grievances, suffered mightily from the inflation and dislocation of
war and had grown increasingly alienated from a crown irreparably
besmirched by Rasputinism. Indeed, amidst the military crisis of 1915, with
the country reeling from defeat, the Church suffered yet another scandal
associated with Rasputin, as his protégeé, the bishop of Tobolsk, conducted a
hasty canonisation against the express orders of the Synod. The public
resonance could hardly have been greater, and the damage to the Synod more
ruinous. Little wonder that, when the autocracy appealed to the Church for
support on 27 February 1917, in its critical hour, even the conservative Synod
summarily refused. Russian Orthodoxy did not vanish after the Petrine
reforms, but it certainly changed. Most striking was the resilience of popular
faith; while the pre-revolution brought and accelerated undeniable anti-
religious tendencies, the vast majority remained faithful and, indeed,
demanded a greater role for the Church and for themselves in the Church. But
Orthodoxy was no longer part of the infamous ‘Orthodoxy, Autocracy,
Nationality’ trilogy of official politics; it had excised the middle term and,
increasingly, identified with the people, not with a secular state that had
plundered its assets and failed to protect its vital interests.

(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689-1917)

Ex. 1. Make up a plan of the text.
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Ex. 2. Write out the key words of each part.
Ex. 3. Write down a summary of the text in English.

Ex. 4. Give a written translation of the text in Russian

Lesson 14
Text A

Look at the picture. What was the political, economical situation in
Russia in the early XX century?
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Answer the following questions:

1. What had Russia achieved by the beginning of the XX century?
2. Who was it ruled by at this period?
3. What was the background of 1905 Revolution?

Study pronunciation of the following names:

Balkan ['bo:lkon]
China ['t/ama]
Japan [d3o pan]
Korea [ka'119]
Siberia [sa1 brorio]

Guess the meaning of the following words:

characteristically [ karokto ristik(9)li]
communalism [ komjon(9)liz(o)m]
destabilize[di: steib(o)la1z]
expansion [1k 'spanf(o)n]

guarantee [gar(o)n'ti:]

industrial [ dastriol]

petition [pr1'tif(o)n]

stability [sto biliti]

symbolize [ 'stmbalaiz]

tsar [za:]

Study the following words and expressions:

appointment, n [9 pomtm(o)nt] - Ha3HAYEHUE
assassination, n [9 sas1 neifn] - youicTBo
backwardness, n [ bakwodnas] — oTcTanocTsb
complaint, adj [kom pleint] - ycTynmuuBbiii
consequence, n [ konsikw(o)ns] - mocieacTBue

dismissal, n [dis 'misl] — pocmyck, oTcTaBka
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goldfield, n [ 'goul(d)fi:ld] - mpuwmck

harsh, adj [ha:f] — cypoBsiii

incite, v [In sArt] - moACTpeKaTh

noose, N [nu:s] — xa3Hb Yepe3 MOBEIICHHE

restrict, v [r1'strikt] - orpanuunBath

rural, adj [ 'ruar(o)l] — cenbckuii

sentence, V [ 'sent(a)ns] - mpuroBapuBaTh

strike, n [straik] - 3abacToBka

struggle, n ['strag(o)l] - 6oprda

accuse of sedition [o'kju:z pv sr'dif(e)n] — OOBUHATH B MpHU3BIBE K
MSATEXKY

be marred by [bi ma:d bai] — 6sITh OMpadeHHBIM YeM-THOO

court martial [ko:t ‘'ma:[(a)l] — BoeHHBI#1 cyn

to defuse persistent criticism [di:'fju:z pa'sist(o)nt ‘kritisiz(e)m] —
IBITATHCS PA3PSAUTh MOCTOSTHHYIO KPUTHKY

direct opposition [di'rekt ppa'zif(e)n] — mpsimas, HemocpeacTBEeHHAs
IIPOTHUBOIIONIOKHOCTb.

electoral law [1'lekt(a)r(a)l 1o:] — 3akoH 0 BEIOOpax

to extract a concession [ ‘ekstraekt kon'sef(o)n] — noOGbIBaTh yCTYNKHN

threatening sign ['Oret(o)niny samn] — yrposxaroiiuii mpu3HaK

unprecedented upheaval [an'presidentid Ap hi:v(o)l] —
Oecrpene/ICHTHBIM

TIEPEBOPOT

succession of contradictory events [sok'sef(o)n pv kontro dikt(o)ri
1'vent] —

MOCJICI0BATEILHOCTD MPOTHBOPEUYMBBIX COOBITHH

violent suppression ['vaial(a)nt sa'pref(a)n] — sxecTokoe MOAABICHHE

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:
History as event. 1900-1914
The years 1900-14 are full of events marking these times as

extraordinary years of change and consequence. In 1903 the great Trans-

Siberian Railway was completed, symbolizing both the growth of the railroad
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as an engine of industrial development and the imperial reach of the state. In
the same year, in direct opposition to this growing power of the state,
members of the Marxist Russian Social Democratic Workers’ Party created
an organization designed to incite and lead democratic and social revolution
in Russia — the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks.

The year 1904 saw the start of the Russo-Japanese war, a disastrous
conflict sparked by Russia’s expansion into China and Korea in the face of
Japan’s own regional desires, further fuelled by Russian overconfidence and
racist contempt for the Japanese. Then came the ‘Revolution’ of 1905, an
unprecedented empire-wide upheaval, set in motion by the violent
suppression on 9 January (‘Bloody Sunday’) in St Petersburg of a mass
procession of workers with a petition for the tsar. These revolutionary
upheavals extracted a remarkable concession from the government: Nicholas
I’s ‘October manifesto’, which for the first time in Russian history
guaranteed a measure of civil liberties and a parliament (the State Duma)
with legislative powers.

The years following the 1905 Revolution were marked by a succession
of contradictory events. New fundamental laws in 1906 established the
legislative Duma but also restricted its authority in many ways — not least of
which was the complete lack of parliamentary control over the appointment
or dismissal of cabinet ministers. In the early summer of 1907, the new
prime minister, Petr Stolypin, seeking to defuse persistent criticism of the
government by liberals and the Left in the first and second State Dumas,
revised the electoral law hoping to ensure that the new Duma would be more
compliant. Stolypin’s ‘coup’, as it was dubbed, proved effective in quietening
the Duma. During 1906-7, disagreeable publications were shut down by the
hundreds and summary courts martial tried and sentenced hundreds of
individuals accused of sedition. In the first few months, more than a thousand
people were executed, inspiring grim ironic talk of ‘Stolypin’s necktie’ — the
noose. These repressions were not without reason: assassinations or attempts
on the lives of tsarist officials were frequent during 1906. Characteristically,
Stolypin was able to pass designed to break up the traditional peasant
commune in the hope of leading rural society away from dangerous
communalism and out of what many saw as its destabilizing backwardness.
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The relative stability of the years between 1907 and the start of war in
1914 were marred by unsettling events. Terrorist assassinations continued, in
defiance of Stolypin’s harsh repressions. A new wave of strikes broke out
beginning in 1910, especially in the wake of news of the violent death of over
a hundred striking workers attacked by government troops in 1912 in the
Lena goldfields in Siberia. But perhaps the most ominous events of these
years, which filled the daily press, took place abroad. Russians closely
followed the Balkan wars of 1912 and 1913. For many, these were struggles
for independence by Slavic Orthodox nations, necessarily and justly backed
by Russia. But many also saw in these distant conflicts threatening signs of a
much greater European watr.

( The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689-1917)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

. What pointed at the beginning of industrial development of Russia?
. Who initiated the 1905 Revolution?
. What were the reasons of Russo-Japanese war?
. What events caused unprecedented empire-wide upheaval in 1905?
. What concessions were extracted?
. How did new laws restrict the authority of Duma?
. Why did Stolypin revise electoral law?
. What consequences did it have?
. What did Stolypin’s repressions lead to?
10. Why did Russia closely follow the Balkan wars 1912 and 1913?
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Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to the expressions:

trans-Siberian railway

a disastrous conflict

measure of civil liberties

the appointment and dismissal of cabinet ministers
attempts on the lives of tsarist officials

to take place abroad

engine of industrial development
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a racist contempt
an unsetting events
Slavic Orthodox nation

Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these expressions:

CAMOYBEPEHHOCb

OCHOBHbLE 3aKOHbI

KOHMPOIb HAO 4eM-Tubo
Henpusimmvle nyoauKayuu

yeecmu om ONnacH020 KOMMYHUIMA
3axonooamenvuas énacme
02PaHUYUBAMb BILACTb

bonee yemynuusas J{yma
Heu30exHcHo

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1. an act of increasing or making something increase in size, amount or
importance

2. execution when a piece of rope tied in a circle to hang people

3. freedom from political control by other countries

4. something that you allow somebody to do or to have, in order to end
an argument or to make a situation less difficult

5. an area where gold is found in the ground

6. the murder of an important or famous person, especially for political
reasons

7. the act of dismissing somebody from their job

Ex.5. Give your own definition to the following words:

revolution
legislative power

communalism
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an official
a petition
a peasant
a strike

Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a
dictionary if necessary:

Verb Noun Adjective
succession

disagreeable

Create
accusation

violent
quieten

electoral

assassination

Ex.7. Translate from Russian into English:

1. IlpuumHol OecCHpereIeHTHOrO IEePEeBOPOTa CTajl0 «KPOBABOE
BOCCTAHHEY, )KECTOKOE MOAABJICHUE MPOILIECCUU PAOOUHX.

2. IMonmnomouust Jlympl ObLIM OTpaHUYEHBI, OHA HE MMEJa HUKAKOTO
KOHTPOJIA HaJl HA3HAYEHHEM M POCITYCKOM KaOMHETa MUHUCTPOB.

3. HauOonee 310oBeHIMMU COOBITHSIMU TE€X JET OBUIM: CYpOBBIE
pernpeccun, 3a0aCTOBKH, BCIBIXHYBIIIME IMOCJIE HOBOCTH O HACHJILCTBEHHOM
CMepTH pabounx Ha npuuckax, u bankanckue BoitHbl 1912 1 1913 ronos.

4. TloueMy BCObIXHYJ KOHMIUKT mocie 3Kkcrnancuu Poccnu B Kutaii
Kopero?

5. Tpanc-Cubupckass Maructpainb ctajia JBUraTesieM MPOMBIIUICHHOTO
Pa3BUTHUS U UMIIEPCKOTO pa3zmMaxa rocyaapcrna.

6. Hanmescr caenats HOByIO lymy Oonee ycrymuuBoi, [lerp Ctombimun
M3MEHMII 3aKOH O BhIOOpaAX.

7. T'oma mocnenoBasiue 3a peBojtoruend 1905 roga ObLTM OTMEHEHBI
yepe1oi mocieJ0BaTeIbHBIX MPOTUBOPEUNBBIX COOBITUH.
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8. 3a HCIIPUATHBIMHA HYGHI/IKaL[I/ISIMI/I IIocCJIC10BajIn 6BICTpBIC BOCHHBIC
Cyldbl, KOTOPELIC OOBHHHMJIIA COTHH JIIOI[CP'I B IIPHU3BIBC K MATCKY HU
BITIOCJICACTBHUHU THICAYHU U3 HUX OBITM Ka3HEHBI.

Ex.8. Make a brief report on one of the following topics, use the
vocabulary from the text.

- “Bloody Sunday”
- Achievements of 1905Revolution
- Stolypin’s reforms.

Text B
Before reading the text, answer the following questions:

1. What was the political situation in Russia in the early of the XXth
century?
2. What caused the outbreak of the war?

Read the text any try to understand its general content.
The First World War. 1914-1918

The Russian Empire entered what became known as the First World
War in the summer of 1914 as a Great Power on the Eurasian continent; four
years later, the Russian Empire was no more. In its place was a Bolshevik
rump state surrounded by a ring of hostile powers who shared some loyalty
to the values of the Old Regime, or a conservative version of the Provisional
Government. The notable exception to this was Menshevik-dominated
Georgia in Transcaucasia, which pursued a moderate but socialist
transformation of its society. Although all the Central European dynastic
empires (Austria-Hungary, the Ottomans, Germany and Russia) failed to
survive the suicidal war, what succeeded the Russian Empire, namely, the

Soviet socialist state, was unlike any other successor regime.
135



Many of the origins of that Soviet state, and the civil war that did so
much to shape it, can be traced to the preceding world war: new political
techniques and practices, the polarisation of mass politics, the militarisation
of society and a social revolution that brought to power a new set of elites
determined to transform society even further while in the midst of mobilising
for its own war of self-defence against domestic and foreign enemies. The
war demanded unprecedented mobilisation of society and economy against
formidable enemies to the west and south. The industrial mobilisation alone
triggered ‘a crisis in growth — a modernisation crisis in thin disguise’. But the
economic crisis, with its attendant dislocations and disruptions, unfolded
against the backdrop of an impressive societal recruitment; the involvement
of millions of subjects in the war effort raised demands for political reform
and exacerbated the crisis of the Old Regime.

The outbreak of war followed from the absence of any effective
international mechanisms for resolving interstate conflicts on the European
continent after the decline of the system of ‘balance of power’. Faced with
new threats on its western borders, Russia abandoned its traditional 19th-
century royalist alliance with Germany and Austria-Hungary for a new set of
relationships, the Triple Entente, with the constitutional monarchy of Great
Britain and republican France, in the 1890s. The immediate casus belli was
an Austrian ultimatum to Serbia after the assassination of the Habsburg heir,
Archduke Francis Ferdinand, and his wife in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914;
Russia and Austria-Hungary were divided over other issues of growing
contention as well, particularly the fate of Austrian eastern Galicia (today’s
western Ukraine), where pre-war tensions involved several sensational
espionage trials and fears of annexation. Influential German elites, for their
part, developed plans to detach the western borderlands of the Russian
Empire and reduce their eastern rival to a medium-sized and non-threatening
power.

(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689-1917)

Ex. 1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions
in the text in Italic. Look them up in the dictionary if necessary.
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Ex.2. Give a shot summary of the text in 5-7 sentences.

Lesson 15
Text A
Part |

Answer the following questions:

What was the political situation in Russia by 19177
Can you name principal causes of 1917 Revolution?
What were the results of this revolution?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:

Franz Ferdinand [freenz 'f3:d1 nand]
Michael [ ‘'maikal]

Petrograd [ petrograed]

Serbia [ 'so:bio]

Guess the meaning of the following words:

chaos ['keros]

culmination [ kalmi neifon]
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dissatisfaction [ 'dis setis fakfon]
front [frant]

legal [ 'li:gal]

loyal [ '1o10l]

stability [sto biliti]

stable [ 'steibl]

Study the following words and expressions:

casualties, n [ 'kazjultiz] — )xepTBbI, HOoTEpU
conscript, n [ 'konskript] — mpu3bIBHUK, HOBOOpaHel|
looting, n [ 'lu:ti] — mapoaépcTtBo, rpadbex

lot, n [ Iot] — Macca, mapTus

muting, n, v [ ‘'mju:tini] — OyHT, B30yHTOBaThCA
to overthrow, v [ tu: ouve 'Orou] — cBeprath
populace, n [ popjules] — mpocToit Hapo

to retain, v [ tu: 11 tem] — yaepkaTh, COXpaHUTD
setback, n [ "setbxk] — Heynaua

shortage, n [ [o:t1d3] — HEexBaTka, AedULIUT

to strip, v [ tu: strip] - aumaTh

to break out [ tu: breik avt] - BcnbIxuBaTh, pazpaxxarbcs

by no means [bar nau mi:nz] - HukOMM 00pa3OM, HUKAK, HUCKOJIBKO

to cede the wishes [ tu: si:d d1: 'wifiz] — ycTynats xeaaHusIM

continual retreat [ kon tmjual r1'tri:t] — HEMpeppIBHOE OTCTYTICHNE

cruel treatment [ kruol "tri:tmont] — xecTokoe obparieHue

to go on strike [ tu: gou on straik] — 6actoBaTh

humiliating loss [ los hju: ‘'miliertin] — yausutenpHas nmoteps

ongoing resentment [ Dpngouln 11 zentmont] — MOOCTOSIHHOE,
HEIMPEPHIBHOE BO3MYIIICHHE

to take the blame [ tu: teik di: blerm] — B3sTh BUHY

to turn into [ tu: to:n 'tu] — npeBpaTUTHCS B

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:
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1917 Russian Revolution

The 1917 Russian Revolution was not one well organised event in
which Tsar Nicholas Il was overthrown and Lenin and the Bolsheviks took
power. It was a series of events that took place during 1917, which entailed
two separate revolutions in February and October, and which eventually
plunged the country into Civil War before leading to the founding of the
Communist State.

Growing Unrest. The first major event of the Russian Revolution was
the February Revolution, which was a chaotic affair and the culmination of
over a century of civil and military unrest. The causes of this unrest of the
common people towards the Tsar and aristocratic landowners are too many
and complicated to neatly summarise, but key factors to consider were
ongoing resentment at the cruel treatment of peasants by patricians, poor
working conditions experienced by city workers in the fledgling industrial
economy and a growing sense of political and social awareness of the lower
orders in general. Dissatisfaction of the proletarian lot was further
compounded by food shortages and military failures. In 1905 Russia
experienced humiliating losses in the Russo-Japanese war and, during a
demonstration against the war in the same year, Tsarist troops fired upon an
unarmed crowd - further dividing Nicholas Il from his people. Widespread
strikes, riots and the famous mutiny on the Battleship Potemkin ensued.

Such was the climate in 1905 in fact that Tsar Nicholas saw fit, against
his will, to cede the people their wishes. In his October Manifesto, Nicholas
created Russia's first constitution and the State Duma, an elected
parliamentary body. However Nicholas's belief in his divine right to rule
Russia meant that he spent much of the following years fighting to undermine
or strip the Duma of its powers and to retain as much autocracy as possible.

When Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated by political activists
in Serbia in 1914, the Austro-Hungarian empire declared war on its
neighbours. Serbia turned to Russia for help. Tsar Nicholas Il saw a chance
to galvanise his people against a common enemy, and to atone for the
humiliations suffered in the Russo-Japanese war. It didn't quite work out
however...
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World War I. In many ways Russia's disastrous participation in World
War | was the final blow to Tsarist rule. In the very first engagement with the
Germans (who had sided with the Austro-Hungarian Empire), the Battle of
Tannenberg, the Russian army was comprehensively beaten suffering
120,000 casualties to Germany's 20,000. A continuing series of losses and
setbacks meant that Nicholas left St. Petersburg in the autumn of 1915 to take
personal control of the army. By this time Russia was sending conscripts and
untrained troops to the front, with little or no equipment and fighting in an
almost continual retreat. In 1916 morale reached an all time low as the
pressure of waging the war fell hardest on prolaterian families, whose sons
were being slaughtered at the front and who severe suffered food and fuel
shortages at home. The Tsar and the Imperial regime took the blame as civil
unrest heated up to boiling point.

The February Revolution (1917). On 23rd February 1917 the
International Women's Day Festival in St. Petersburg turned into a city-wide
demonstration, as exasperated women workers left factories to protest against
food shortages. Men soon joined them, and on the following day -
encouraged by political and social activists - the crowds had swelled and
virtually every industry, shop and enterprise had ceased to function as almost
the entire populace went on strike.

Nicholas ordered the police and military to intervene, however the
military was no longer loyal to the Tsar and many mutinied or joined the
people in demonstrations. Fights broke out and the whole city was in chaos.
On October 28th over 80,000 troops mutinied from the army and looting and
rioting was widespread.

Faced with this untenable situation Tsar Nicholas abdicated his throne,
handing power to his brother Michael. However Michael would not accept
leadership unless he was elected by the Duma. He resigned the following
day, leaving Russia without a head of state.

The Provisional Government. After the abdication of the Romanovs a
Provisional Government was quickly formed by leading members of the
Duma and recognised internationally as Russia's legal government. It was to
rule Russia until elections could be held. However its power was by no
means absolute or stable. The more radical Petrograd Soviet organisation was

a trade union of workers and soldiers that wielded enormous influence. It
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favoured full-scale Socialism over more moderate democratic reforms
generally favoured by members of the Provisional Government.

After centuries of Imperial rule Russia was consumed with political
fervour, but the many different factions, all touting different ideas, meant that
political stability was still a long way off directly after February Revolution.

(www.local-life.com)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

1.What were the causes of the February Revolution?

2. What was created in October, 1905? Why did Nicholas Il try to strip
the Duma of its power?

3. Why did the Austo-Hungarian empire declare war?

4. What was the final blow to Tsarist rule?

5. Why did Nicholas Il take personal control of the army?

6. How did the February Revolution begin?

7. What was ordered to the police and military?

8. Why did Nicholas Il have to abdicate?

9. What political body take the power? How long did it rule?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

to plunge the country into
civil and military unrest

to summarize neatly

social awareness

disastrous participation

to wield enormous influence
moderate reforms

Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:

TOBJIEYh 32 COOOM PEBOIIOIHIO
3a0aCTOBKH, OCCTIOPSIIKY U MSITEXK

0OBSIBUTH BOMHY
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caMbli TIepBbIN OOM

HEOOy4YEeHHBIE BOMCKaA

(pakTHUECKH, B CYIIIHOCTH

HIMPOKO PACIPOCTPAHEHHOE MApOIEPCTBO U MACCOBBIE OECTIOPSIKU
JOCTUYb TOYKU KUTICHUS

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1) alack of something that you need or want

2)  abattle between armies

3) a refusal by a group to accept someone’s authority,
especially a group of soldiers or sailors

4)  to avoid a dangerous, unpleasant or embarrassing situation,
especially by moving away from it

5) someone who has been made to join armed forces

6) soldiers on duty in a large group

Ex.5. Give your own definitions to the following words:

construction

to overthrow

riot

provisional government
autocracy

elections

casualties

Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a
dictionary if necessary:

VERB NOUN ADJECTIVE

summarize

experience
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disastrous

consider

satisfaction

abdicate

participation

Leadership

Ex.7. Insert the words and phrases given into the sentences in their
correct form. Translate the sentences into Russian:

Revolt Overthrow
break out Abdicate
riot Loss
Provisional Government authority

1. There were two revolutions, the first of which in February
the imperial government and the second in October placed the
Bolsheviks in power.

2. over the scarcity of food in the
capital, Petrograd on February 24.

3. Hl-equipped and poorly led Russian armies suffered catastrophic
in campaign against German armies.

4. When most of the Petrorgad garrison joined , Tsar
Nicholas Il was forced :
5. The Soviet soon proved that it had greater than

which sought to continue Russia’s participation

in the war.
Ex.8. Translate from Russian into English:

1.Psn coObITHI, TpOM3OIIEAIINX HA MPOTsHoKeHUH 1917 roma, moBnék 3a
co0oii 1Be peBontoniun — DeBpanbCkyro U1 OKTIOPHCKYIO.

2. [locTosiHHOE HEJOBOJIBCTBO JKECTOKUM OOpaIllEHHEM C KPECThsITHAMU,
HEYJOBJIETBOPUTENIbHBIC YCIOBUS pabOTBl M  BO3pacTaroliee YyBCTBO
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MOJIUTUYECKOTO  OCMBICIIEHUS  SIBUIUCh  KIIOYEBBIMH  (aKTopaMu
OeCropsAKOB.

3. Kto 6bu1 yout B Cepbun B 1914 rony u KakoBbI ObUIH MOCTEICTBUS
ATOTO youiicTBa?

4. beckoHeuHas yepe/ia Heyau U TOTeph MPUBENIA K TOMY, UTO OCEHBIO
1915 roma Huxkonait |l mokunyn IletepOypr u mnpuHAT KOMaHAOBaHUE
apmueil Ha ceOsl.

5. Ha ¢poHT oTnpaBisuii HOBOOpaHIIEB U HEOOyUYEHHBIE BOMCKa 0e3
JOJIKHOW SKUITUPOBKH, YTO IPUBEIIO K HEMPEPHIBHOMY OTCTYIICHUIO.

6. Llapp npukazan MoavIMKu U BOCHHBIM BMEMIATHCA, TaK Kak B TOPOJIe
Hapuia  Xaoc, MapoAEpCTBO M MAacCOBble  OECHOpSJIKH  ObUIH

pacpoCTpaHEHHBIM SIBICHUEM.
Ex.9. Make a brief report on one of the following topics:

Causes of the World War |
The February revolution
The Provisional Government

Text B

Before reading the text, answer the following questions:
1. What events influenced the abdication of Nicholas 11?
2. What consequences did his abdication have?

Read the text, consult a dictionary if necessary:
The Abdication of Nicholas 11 (1917)
Nicholas Il signed his abdication on March 15, 1917 (March 2, Julian

Calendar) at 3:05 PM. The document was counter-signed by the Minister of

the Imperial Court and directed to the Chief of Staff.
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In the days of the great struggle against the external enemy, who has
striven for nearly three years to enslave our homeland, the Lord God has
willed to subject Russia to yet another heavy trial. The popular disturbances
which have broken out threaten to have a calamitous effect on the further
conduct of the hard-fought war. The fate of Russia, the honor of our heroic
army, the welfare of the people and the whole future of our beloved
Fatherland demand that the war be brought to a victorious conclusion. The
cruel foe exerts his last efforts, and the time is near when our valiant army,
together with our glorious allies will decisively overcome him. In these
decisive days in Russia's life, We have deemed it our duty in conscience to
OUR nation to draw closer together and to unite all national forces for the
speediest attainment of victory. In agreement with the State Duma We have
acknowledged it as beneficial to renounce the throne of the Russian state and
lay down Supreme authority. Not wishing to separate ouselves from OUR
beloved SON, WE hand over OUR succession to OUR Brother, the Grand
Duke MICHAEL ALEKSANDROVICH, and give Him OUR blessing to
ascend the throne of the Russian State. We command OUR Brother to
conduct the affairs of state in complete and inviolable union with the
representatives of the nation in the legislative institutions on such principles
as they will be establish, and to swear to this an inviolate oath. In the name of
OUR deeply beloved homeland, WE call on all true sons of the Fatherland to
fulfill their sacred duty to the It by obeying the Tsar in the difficult moment
of national trials, and to help HIM, together with the representatives of the
people, lead the Russian State to victory, prosperity, and glory. May the Lord
God help Russia!

Pskov, 2 March 1917

15 hours 5 minutes

Nicholas

(www.historyguide.org)

Ex.1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions
in cursive. Consult a dictionary if necessary.

Ex.2. Divide the text into logical parts, give a title to each part.
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Ex.3. Write out key words from each part. Summarize the contents of
each part in 1-2 sentences using the key words.

Ex.4. Give the summary of the text.

Lesson 16
Text A
Part 11
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Answer the following questions:

Where did Lenin’s preparation for the revolution take place?
Was he a popular political figure in Russia?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:

Finland [ finlond]
Kerensky [kerenski]

Leon Trotsky [lion trotski]
Petrograd [ ‘petrou greed]
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Switzerland [ switsalond]
Guess the meaning of the following words:

campaign [kem pein]
constant [ konstont]
cooperation [kouopa rerfon]
dissident [ disidnt]
ideology [a1d1 olod31]

putsch [pot/]
thesis [ 01:s1s]

Study the following words and expressions:

ascendancy, n [o'sendonsi] — rocioICTBO

bloodshed, n [ 'bladfed] — kpoBonponuTHE

to condemn, v [tu: kon'dem] — ocyxnaTh

dictatorship, n [dik tertor [ip] — nuxTaTypa

to negotiate, v [to n1 goufiert] - qoroBapuBaThCs, BECTU MEPETOBOPHI
plot, n [plot] — 3aroBop

poverty, n [ povatr] — 6eIHOCTb, HAIIIETA

to quell, v [tu: kwel] — mogaBuThH

to replace, v [tu: r1'pleis] - 3amMeHsITh, 3aMeIIAThH

to surrender, v [tu: so rendo] — cnaBaThCs

to appeal to smb for smth [tu: o'pi:l tu: 'sambodr forr 'samOig] —
oOpaiarbcsi K KOMy-JI100 3a 4eM-JI1M00

to be accused of [tu: bi: 9'kju:zd ov ] — OBITh OOBHHEHHBIM B YeM-JIHOO

to be in collusion [tu: bi: m ko'lu:3on] — ObITH B croBope

to go ahead [tu: gou o'hed] — npogokarh

to take advantage of [tu: teik od va:ntid3 ov] — Bocnosib30BaThCst

to take place [tu: teik pleis] — uMeTh MECTO, TPOUCXOIUTH

uncompromising stance [An kompromaiziy stens] — HeEmpeKJIOHHas
MO3ULIUS
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Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

1917 Russian Revolution
Lenin Returns to Russia

One person keen to take advantage of the chaotic state of affairs in St.
Petersburg was Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov. Lenin had spent most of the 20th
century travelling and working and campaigning in Europe - partly out of
fear for his own safety, as he was known Socialist and enemy of the Tsarist
regime. However with the Tsar under arrest and Russian politics in chaos,
Lenin saw the opportunity to lead his party, the Bolsheviks, to power. From
his home in Switzerland he negotiated a return to Russia with the help of
German authorities.

Lenin's return in April of 1917 was greeted by the Russian populace, as
well as by many leading political figures, with great rapture and applause.
However, far from uniting the fractious parties, he immediately condemned
the policies and ideologies of both the Provisional Government and the
Petrograd Soviet. In his April Theses, published in the Bolshevik newspaper
Pravda, he advocated non-co-operation with the liberals and an immediate
end to the war.

At first his uncompromising stance served to isolate Lenin and the
Bolsheviks, however with powerful slogans like 'Peace, land and bread,’
Lenin begin to win the hearts of the Russian people - who were increasingly
unable to stomach war and poverty.

Summer of 1917

During the summer of 1917 Lenin made several attempts to invoke
another revolution the likes of which had taken place in February, with the
aim of overthrowing the Provisional Government. When the Machine Gun
Regiment refused to leave Petrograd for the frontline Lenin sought to
maneuver them instead into making a putsch. However Kerensky, arguably
the most important figure of the time - a member of both the Provisional
Government and Petrograd Soviet - adeptly thwarted the coup. Experienced

troops arrived in the city to quell any dissidents and the Bolsheviks were
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accused of being in collusion with the Germans. Many were arrested whilst
Lenin escaped to Finland.

Despite this PR disaster Lenin continued plotting and scheming.
Meanwhile Kerensky suffered his own political setbacks and even had to
appeal to the Bolsheviks for military aid when he feared his Minister of War,
Kornilov, was aiming for a military dictatorship. By autumn the Bolsheviks
were climbing into the ascendency, winning majority votes within the
Petrograd and Moscow Soviets. Leon Trotsky was elected as president of the
former.

The October Revolution

(Nb. By the Julian Calendar used in Russia at the time, the revolution
took place in November 1917, and is therefore often referred to as the
November Revolution)

With Russian politics still in a state of constant flux Lenin realized that
now was the time to capitalize on his party's popularity. He planned a coup
d’état that would overthrow the increasingly ineffective Provisional
Government and replace them with the Bolsheviks. On October 10th he held
a famous meeting with twelve party leaders, and tried to persuade them that a
revolution was required. Despite receiving the backing of only 10 of them
plotting went ahead.

October 24th was the date decided upon, and on that day troops loyal to
the Bolsheviks took up crucial positions in the city, such as the main
telephone and telegraph offices, banks, railroad stations, post offices, and
major bridges. Guards commissioned by the Provisional Government, who
had got wind of the plot, fled or surrendered without a fight. By the 25th
October every key building in St. Petersburg was under Bolshevik control,
except the Winter Palace where Kerensky and the other Ministers were holed
up with a small guard.

At 0900 of that day Kerensky fled the Palace by car, never to return to
Russia. On the 26th the Palace was taken with barely a shot fired, and Lenin's
October Revolution had been achieved with the bare minimum of drama or
bloodshed.

(www.local-life.com)
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Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

How long time did Lenin spend out of Russia? Why?
Why did he decide to return?

What were the consequences of his arrival?

Why was Lenin popular among the populace?

What was Lenin’s aim in summer 1917?

What was Kerensky’s role at that time?

Why did Kerensky have to appeal to the Bolsheviks?
How did events develop in October?

What happened on October, 24?

How did the Bolsheviks come to power?

© o Nk whE
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Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

to advocate cooperation
to stomach war
machine gun regiment
whilst

scheming

to refer to

to flee

Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:

COCTOSIHHE €I
¢ OOJIBIIIMM BOCTOPTOM M OJIOOpPEHUEM
HEYTO ITOJ00HOE

MCKYCHO MEIIaTh, pa3pymiaTh
IIOCTOSIHHAs CMEHA

Bce 0O0JIbIIIe U OOIbBIIIE

3aHSTh KIIOYEBBIE MTO3UIINU

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:
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1)

a secret plan made by several people to do something that is

wrong, harmful or not legal, specially to do damage to a person or a
government

2)

government by someone who takes power by force and

does not allow elections

3)

to criticize something or someone strongly, usually for

moral reasons

4)
5)
6)
7)
fear

killing and violence

the condition of being extremely poor

a position of power, strength or success

to escape by running away, especially because of danger or

Ex.5. Give your definitions to the following words:

cooperation
slogan
to quell

to surrender

dissident
majority
bridge

Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a
dictionary if necessary:

VERB NOUN ADJECTIVE
able
negotiate 1.
2.
Safety
require
accused
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cooperation

decide

Ex.7. Insert the words and phrases given into the sentences in their
correct form. Translate the sentences into Russian:

Plot quell
Uprising support
Troops coup (2)

Provisional Government

1.  Kerensky became head of in July
and put down a attempted by army commander-in-
chief Lavr Kornilov.

2. According to some historians, Kerensky  may
initially with Kornilov in the
hope of gaining control over the Petrograd Soviet.

3. By autumn the Bolshevik program of ‘“Peace, land and

bread” had won the party considerable
among the hungry urban workers and soldiers, who were already
deserting from the ranks in large numbers.

4.  On October 24-25 (November 6-7) the Bolsheviks and Left
Socialist Revolutionaries staged a nearly bloodless
, occupying government  buildings,
telegraph stations and other strategic points. On March 11 the
of the Petrograd army garrison were called

out

Ex.8. Translate from Russian into English:

1. Jlenun poroBopwiics O Bo3BpaumieHuu B Poccuio wu3
[IIBerapuu npu MOMOIINA HEMELKHX BJIACTEM.

2. Ilpoctoit Hapom Obl1 Bce Oomblie W OOJbIIE HE B
COCTOSIHUU BBIHOCUTH HUILIETY U TATOTHI BONHBI.
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3.  BousbiieBUKOB OOBUHWIM B CTOBOPE C HEMIIAMU, IO3TOMY B
[lerporpan npuObLIM BOWMCKA, YTOOBI MOJIAaBUTH JIOOYIHO MOMBITKY
MATEXKA.

4, Tlouemy Kepenckuii oOpatuiacs K OoOJbIIIEBUKAM 3a
BOEHHOI TTOMOIILIO?

5. JleHuH 1UIaHWpPOBaAN MEPEBOPOT, KOTOPHIA CBEPr OBl
HECOCTOSITEJIbHOE BPEMEHHOE NPaBUTEIILCTBO, UTOOBI 3aMEHHUTH €ro
OOJBIIIEBUKAMU.

6. bBosblIeBUKH M WX COIO3HUKH 3aHSUIH MPaBUTEIHLCTBEHHBIC
3MaHUsl U JIpyrUe cTpareruueckue oOnekThl B IleTporpane u Bckope
chopMUPOBAJIA HOBOE MPABUTEIBCTBO BO TJ1aBe C JICHUHBIM.

Ex.9. Divide into two groups — pro and con — to discuss the following
point: “1917 Russian Revolution”. Prepare your arguments for and against
the revolution. Use the active vocabulary from both parts of the text.

Text B
The Provisional Government

Before reading the text, answer the questions:

1. What do you think were the reasons of the Provisional Government
coming into being?

2. What was going to be done by the Professional Government?

Read the following text quickly without a dictionary for the gist:

The Provisional Government came into being on March 14th 1917.
Based in the capital, Petrograd, the Provisional Government was first led by
Rodzyanko and was formed in response to the fear that the old tsarist

government in Petrograd would call in frontline troops to put down the
rebellion that had occurred in the city.

G
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overnment ministers had sworn an oath of loyalty to Nicholas. Now that the
royal family was no longer in existence, these men had no authority.

The Provisional Government was to last for 8 months. It was
immediately recognised as the legitimate government of Russia by the Allies
— not necessarily because they approved of the collapse of the Romanovs, but
because they needed the Russians to keep open the Eastern Front so that the
German Army was split and thus weakened.

Within Russia, the Provisional Government ‘inherited’ a dire situation.
The Duma had always been a chamber for discussion but it had never been in
a position to make policy and then carry it out. The old established props of
the tsarist regime, such as the civil service, crumbled
away.

. Laws were passed that seem to promise a new
era for Russia — universal suffrage was introduced, Poland was given its
independence, all people were declared equal and all government officials
had to be elected by the people. But none of these got to grips with the
iImmediate problems that Russia was experiencing and the leaders of the
Provisional Government argued amongst themselves as to the way ahead.

This lack of unity led to Rodzyanko resigning. Prince Lvov replaced
him. Lvov clashed with Kerensky over the issue of land being given to the
peasants and he resigned in May. Kerensky became leader of the Provisional
Government in July.

By now, Lenin had returned to Petrograd.

____. Lenin called for land to be given to the peasants, an end to the war,

complete power to the soviets and bread for the workers in the cities.
Kerensky offered the people of Russia continued participation in the

war and no land deals for the peasants.

. The rise in their power could only be at the expense of Kerensky’s
power. In a last ditch effort to save his position and weaken that of Lenin’s,
Kerensky issued a decree that called for an election to a constituent assembly,

which would meet in January 1918. Lenin had no guarantee that the
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Bolsheviks would win this election. This pushed him into seizing power in
November.
(wwwe.hisrorylearningsite.com)

Ex.1. These sentences have been removed from the text. Choose one
of the sentences a-e which best fits each gap 1-5.

a. Though the Bolsheviks were not the biggest political party in
Petrograd, they had a leader who had a very clear idea as to what was needed.

b. The Provisional Government kept Russia in the war — this was to be
a huge error of judgment.

c. In September, the Bolsheviks won a majority on the Petrograd
Soviet.

d. When Grand Duke Michael refused to take on the crown after the
abdication of Nicholas Il, the Provisional Government became the de facto
government in Russia.

e. The Provisional Government had a few competent people in it but
not many.

Ex.2. Divide the text into logical parts, give a title to each part.

Ex.3. Write out key words from each part. Summarize the contents of
each part in 1-2 sentences using the key words.

Ex.4. Give the summary of the text.
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Texts for additional reading

Peter’s Foreign Policy

Peter’s dreams and Russia’s new position demanded not only a better army
and navy, it demanded a new diplomatic corps. Most of all this meant permanent
Russian ambassadors outside of Russia. Before Peter, the Ambassadorial Office
had been one of the most sophisticated of Russian offices, maintaining detailed
records of embassies and negotiations and a broad service of news collecting.
European newsletters were obtained in large numbers and translated into Russian
to be read in the boyar duma on a regular basis. Russian culture changed rapidly
after about 1650, with knowledge of Polish and Latin spreading among the elite
and much geographic knowledge in translation as well. In Moscow by the 1690s
the Polish ambassador was part of a group that included emissaries from the
Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark and the Holy Roman Emperor, but Russia sent out
permanent ambassadors only from 1699. The first two were Andrei Matveev
(1699) to the Netherlands and Prince Petr Golitsyn to Vienna (1701). These were
men with knowledge of Latin, and some reading on European states, and they also
brought their wives and servants. The new diplomats were men of considerable
learning, as Matveev’s writings and library demonstrate. Prince Boris Kurakin, his
successor in the Hague and later ambassador to other countries, spoke Italian best
of all, a language he learned in Venice. Peter sent him there in 1697 to learn
languages and navigation, and he seems to have passed his navigation tests, but
learned his Italian also from the famous Venetian courtesans.

Most of the Russian ambassadors were indeed great aristocrats (Matveev the
exception here). Peter also found foreigners to serve him in this capacity, the
unfortunate Patkul but also James Bruce, Heinrich Ostermann. At the centre of this
network in Russia was Gavriil Ivanovich Golovkin. His second in command was
Petr Pavlovich Shafirov, the son of a converted Jew brought to Moscow in the
1650s. It was their administrative and other talents that kept them where they were,
not aristocratic origins or court alliances. They were, however, what Peter needed,
knowledgeable executors of his will, good organisers of diplomacy, not policy-
makers.

Peter was the policy-maker. In the early years of the reign, Gordon and
Lefort seem to have exerted their influence to encourage Peter to return to war with
the Ottomans, and after their death the rise of Golovin and Menshikov similarly
reflected the new foreign policy. Golovin died in 1706, and by the time of Poltava

156



Peter seems to have made his foreign policy with much consultation with his
favourites, but less with the aristocracy. Menshikov certainly had opinions, and as
Peter’s commander in Germany in 1713 made decisions on his own that Peter did
not like, but they were not major changes of direction, and Peter reversed them.
Later on there is no information to suggest that Prince V. V. Dolgorukii in his time
of favour (1709-18) or laguzhinskii, a favourite from about 1710 onwards had any
consistent vision of foreign policy or influence over it. The basic factional
breakdown at court after 1709 was about the position of the aristocracy, pitting the
Dolgorukiis and their allies against Menshikov and his. Legends aside, Peter was
not a monarch who refused to consult his ministers and generals, like Charles XII.
On campaign he regularly held councils of war and seems to have generally gone
with the majority, even when he had doubts, as in the decision not to invade
Sweden from Denmark in 1716. Yet his foreign policy was his own, made with the
technical assistance of Golovkin, Shafirov, the diplomats and the generals, but not
with the great men of the court.

Nationalities before Peter

When Peter the Great came to the throne, the Russian Empire already
stretched from the White Sea and Pskov in the west all the way to the Pacific
Ocean. While some small Finnic tribes lived in Muscovite territory from an early
date, the real beginning of Russia as a multinational empire can be dated rather
precisely in the years 1552—6. At this point Ivan IV (‘the terrible’) seized the Volga
khanates of Kazan and Astrakhan, bringing at a stroke thousands of Muslim Tatars
under Muscovite rule. The conquest of Kazan and Astrakhan also opened the way
for further Russian expansion to the east, into Siberia. On the whole, Moscow
allowed the Tatar elite to retain its status and property demanding, however,
loyalty to the Russian centre. Only in the eighteenth century did Peter and, with
less consistency, his successors press Muslim landowners to accept Russian
Orthodoxy or give up their estates. Here again the key issue was not ethnicity or
national culture but religion. The baptised Tatar landowners did not soon give up
their ethnic and cultural distinctiveness.

Having gained power over the VVolga Muslim khanates but stymied in their
attempts to seize territory to the west and south, the natural direction of expansion
lay to the east. To be sure, Russian traders — in particular the Stroganov family —
had even earlier ventured beyond the Urals, but consistent exploration leading to
permanent territorial claims began only in the late sixteenth century. Conquest of
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Siberia is usually connected with the Stroganov family and in particular the
Cossack commander in their employ, Ermak, who helped defeat the Muslim
overlords of western Siberia in the 1580s, opening the way to Russian conquest of
the entire sparsely-populated expanse of territory between the Ural mountains and
the Pacific. The city of Tobolsk was founded in 1587, Tomsk in 1604 and Okhotsk
on the Pacific Ocean in 1648. Russian expansion over this huge area proceeded
slowly but without encountering serious obstacles. The local peoples, a hugely
various collection of linguistic, cultural and religious groups, were seldom in a
position to oppose the better-armed and organised Russians. Nor did Russian rule
particularly impinge on their everyday lives. On the whole, Moscow had no
particular interest in direct rule, but was ruthless in enforcing a tribute paid in furs,
the yasak. Certain groups, most notably the nomadic Kalmyks, did oppose
accepting Muscovite rule (and the yasak), but their raids could not prevent the
steady Russian march to the east over the seventeenth century. This process of
territorial expansion was capped by the Treaty of Nerchinsk in 1689, which set
down the Sino-Russian border that would not change for nearly two centuries.

Era of Palace Revolutions

The early post-Petrine era exhibited clear elements of the continuity of
Peter’s policy in foreign affairs.] The most significant such element was the
continuation of Russian policy in the experienced hands of Vice-Chancellor Andrei
Ostermann. In the circumstances, Ostermann defined Russian policy naturally by
forming an Austrian alliance hostile to France.

As the name of the period suggests, discontinuity and volatility were as
conspicuous features of the time as was continuity. Ostermann, having served as
foreign minister during four transient reigns since 1725,was unseated by a web of
intrigues culminating in the palace coup of Elizabeth Petrovna in November 1741.
Elizabeth brought a semblance of stability to the throne, and she appointed Alexis
P. Bestuzhev-Riumin to the office of vice-chancellor and the duties of foreign
minister.

The first challenge to the European order of the time came from the youthful
new king of Prussia, Frederick I, who seized the opportunity of the death of
Emperor Charles VI in May 1740 to invade and conquer the rich Habsburg
province of Silesia, thus precipitating the War of Austrian Succession . Europe at
once divided into its two traditional warring camps, Prussia and France against
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Austria and Britain, and Bestuzhev continued the spirit of Ostermann’s policy in
the form of the Austrian alliance. Thus he naturally listed Prussia among Russia’s
enemies and Austrian ally Britain among Russia’s friends. The bulk of Bestuzhev’s
activity during this war consisted not of genuine foreign policy, however, but
rather of combating the plethora of intrigues mounted by the foreign powers in St
Petersburg for the favours of Russian diplomatic and military assistance. In
particular, a strong and well-financed French party appealed with some success to
the sentiments of Empress Elizabeth, who had as a child entertained romantic
illusions, fostered by Peter I, of marrying Louis XV of France. Bestuzhev
succeeded in maintaining an independent Russian policy, but the intrigue and
counter-intrigue confined that policy largely to an awkward neutrality such that
Russia took little part in the war and none in the peace settlement. The only power
to profit by the war was Prussia, which maintained its conquest of Silesia.

Frederick fought with characteristic genius, exploiting the opportunities that
ramshackle coalitions always provide their enemies, but it was an awesome and
daunting challenge that he confronted. The Russian army in particular administered
him damaging defeats. The Russians occupied Konigsberg and East Prussia in
1758 and Berlin in 1760. Frederick despaired of victory and actually sought an
honourable death fighting in the front lines of battle. He was saved, however, by
fortunes beyond his influence.

The heir to the Russian throne was Elizabeth’s nephew, Grand Duke Peter,
Duke of Holstein, an enthusiastic admirer of Frederick. The commanders of the
Russian armies all dreaded the consequences of dealing to Frederick’s armies a
death-blow only to discover on the morrow the demise of Elizabeth, who was well
known to be aged and ailing, and the accession to the Russian throne of Frederick’s
protector, Peter 11l. Hence they refused to press their campaign with the customary
vigour and opportunism. Peter 1l left the coalition and offered Frederick both
peace and an alliance. Peter was himself, however, one of those royal transients of
the era of palace revolutions. He ruled a mere half year before being overturned
and murdered. In the Peace of Hubertusburg, Frederick retained Silesia, and Russia
acquired nothing.

Russian foreign policy of the era of palace revolutions, then, had cost the
country a good deal and gained it little but unrealised potential influence.

Russian Military Campaign in the Swiss Alps
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On September 24, 1799, Russian units under the command of Russia’s
military genius, Aleksandr Suvorov, broke through the Saint Gotthard pass
following three days of bloody battles, part of their legendary 190-mile
march over the Swiss Alps. This operation was undertaken as part of the
Napoleonic wars in Europe, becoming one of the most heroic, and tragic
pages, in Russian military history.

As Napoleon was advancing deeper into European territory in 1799,
Austria, a coalition partner, requested Aleksandr Suvorov be named Supreme
Commander for a united military operation in Northern Italy, which Suvorov
accepted with enthusiasm as he took command in February. However,
Suvorov's success aroused Austrian fears for their position in Italy. As early
as July, Austria and Great Britain pressed Pavel I, the Russian Emperor, to
send Suvorov and his army into Switzerland to back up depleted Austrian
regiments.

To effectively undertake the Swiss offensive, Suvorov had to reunite
with troops commanded by General Rimsky-Korsakov. Suvorov, worried
about Rimsky-Korsakov’s units, abandoned by retreating Austrians and left
to fight one-on-one against a stronger and well-armed French army, he chose
the fastest, yet most difficult route to Switzerland, that is, a march through a
series of ridges in the Swiss Alps.

At the town of Taverna, Suvorov learned that ammunition and supplies
promised by his Austrian allies had not been delivered. Such mishaps cost
Suvorov’s army five days of advancing, which was fatal for the ultimate
outcome of the campaign, robbing the army of the advantage of spontaneity.
On 21 September, Suvorov's troops reached the Saint Gotthard Pass, the
fastest means through the most difficult route through the Alps. Suvorov sent
General Rosenberg to outflank the French position as he attacked it directly
and, on 24 September after three attacks, the Russians broke, though 2000
soldiers lost their lives in the battle.

This is how Suvorov described the battle in his report to Emperor
Pavel. “Every step in this realm of horror resembled open graves, ready to
swallow... It was there that Mount Saint Gotthard appeared before our eyes —
this mighty colossus, higher than the drifting thunder clouds, and the other
one, aspiring to it, Vogelsberg. All dangers and hardships were overcome

and, even confronted by the forces of nature, the bravery of the warriors who
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appeared suddenly on this site defeated the foe, nestling in the holes and
inaccessible and advantageous locations... The troops of Your Imperial
Majesty passed through the mountain cave, Lucerne-Lach, and occupied the
Devil’s Bridge — a creation of mischievous nature and two mountains. It was
destroyed by the enemy. But it didn’t stop the victors. The logs were tied
together with the officers’ scarves, and they ran down these logs, descending
from the tops and, reaching the enemy, defeated him everywhere.”

After a series of bloody battles, with almost no food supplies left and
amidst heavy snow storms, what was left of Suvorov’s army finally reached
safety. Shortly before, Suvorov learned that the Russian regiments of
Rimsky-Korsakov, abandoned by the Austrian allies, were defeated in Zurich
on September 26.

As soon as Russian Emperor Pavel saw the united actions with such
allies as Austrians had proved tragically ineffective, he called Suvorov and
what was left of his army back to Russia. For this operation, Suvorov was
promoted to Generalissimo. At the Saint Gotthard Pass a monument has been
erected to honor the bravery of the Russian Army, and annual celebrations
take place to commemorate the great event.

Reforms Under Alexander |

During the period of the Napoleonic wars Russia gained two important new
provinces on its western frontier. The first, Finland, was annexed from Sweden in
1808/9. Already during Peter’s Great Northern Wars there had been talk of
incorporating Finland into the empire as had been done with the Baltic provinces.
But actually annexation took place in the context of the Peace of Tilsit (1807)
which allowed Alexander I to invade and occupy Finland. Finland became a part of
the Russian Empire, but as a highly autonomous province with its own laws,
currency and legislature. Later Finnish jurists were to argue that the Grand Duchy
of Finland, as it was now styled, was linked with the Russian Empire only through
the person of the Tsar who was ex officio the Grand Duke of Finland. While such
an interpretation certainly overstates the province’s autonomy, it is clear that
Russia respected local rights — at least to the last decades of the century —and in so
doing created a space for Finnish national institutions to develop. The only other
major territorial acquisition of this period was Bessarabia, bordering on Ottoman
territory (now Romania) in the south. The initially granted autonomy here did not
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last long. After 1828 Bessarabia was administered, with minor exceptions, like
other ‘Russian’ provinces.

In the early morning hours of 12 June 1812 Napoleon’s Grande Armee
crossed the Niemen (Nemunas) River into Russia, taking St Petersburg by surprise.
Days later Napoleon entered Vilnius (Wilno) where the city’s Polish residents
welcomed him. As is well known, by September Napoleon’s armies had advanced
all the way to central Russia where they took Moscow — but without the city’s
occupants. The ‘Great Fatherland War’ of 1812 became a central myth in the
Russian national pantheon, as novels like War and Peace and Tchaikovsky’s ‘1812
Overture’ testify. Napoleon’s stay in Moscow was short, his army’s retreat painful
and humiliating, and in early 1814 Russian troops entered Paris, where they stayed
rather longer than the Grande Armee in Russia. But more important than the
military episode itself was its aftermath, in particular the creation of the Kingdom
of Poland at the Congress of Vienna (1815).

From the start, the Kingdom of Poland was a rather peculiar entity.
Napoleon had created a ‘Grand Duchy of Warsaw’ out of Polish lands previously
seized by Prussia and Austria; now this ‘Grand Duchy’, stripped of Poznania to the
west and Krakow to the south, was handed over to Russia at the Congress of
Vienna and renamed the Kingdom of Poland. Just as the Russian tsar was Grand
Duke of Finland, he was also the King of Poland. Polish autonomy was even
greater than Finnish, for the Poles not only had their own legislature (sejm), army,
currency, school system and administration (all official business was to be
conducted exclusively in Polish) but furthermore were granted a quite liberal
constitution by Tsar Alexander I. Inevitably, the existence of a constitutional
Polish entity within the autocratic Russian Empire led to strains between Warsaw
and St Petersburg. As long as Alexander remained on the throne (to 1825) these
differences did not have to mount into a crisis. Once Alexander was replaced by
his younger and considerably more conservative brother Nicholas, however,
tensions grew increasingly acute.

Decembrist Revolt
Decembrist societies

Historians have generally agreed that a revolutionary movement was
born during the reign of Alexander I. From the late seventeenth and early
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eighteenth centuries, the Russian nobility were increasingly exposed to
European intellectual trends such as liberalism. During the period of
rapprochement between Napoleon and Alexander, liberalism was encouraged
on an official level, creating high expectations.

The driving force for reform in Alexander’s regime was Mikhail
Speransky. During his early years in the regime, Speransky helped inspire the
organization of the Ministry of the Interior, the reform of ecclesiastic
education, and the formulation of the government’s role in the country’s
economic development. Speransky’s role increased greatly in 1808. From
then until 1812, Speransky developed plans for the reorganization of Russia’s
government. These plans held for a time the promise of a new constitutional
regime. Speransky’s most noted essay pushed for a code of laws. Such a code
of laws would have created a uniform legal system, and replaced the arbitrary
decisions of government officials with objective procedures. This was the
first step in the creation of a liberal style government. However, court
intrigue slowly undermined Speransky’s influence with Alexander, and he
was removed from the court.

The officer corps of the Russian army, which vanquished Napoleon in
1812, was composed of young men of the aristocratic class. These young
officers were the same men who, a couple of years earlier, could have been
found exalting Napoleon in cocktail parties across Europe. Now, while
occupying Western Europe, Russian officers were able to see Western society
first hand. They attended classes at the liberal universities where they heard
the same teachings that had inspired the Jacobins. They experienced the
prosperity of nations where serfdom had been abolished, and where
monarchical power was limited. They returned to Russia with strengthened
liberal ideas, including human rights, representative government, and mass
democracy.

The intellectual Westernization that had been fostered in the eighteenth
century by a paternalistic, autocratic Russian state now included opposition
to autocracy, demands for representative government, calls for the abolition
of serfdom, and, in some instances, advocacy of a revolutionary overthrow of
the government. Officers were particularly furious that Alexander had
granted Poland a constitution while Russia remained without one. Several

secret organizations created projects to draft a Russian constitution, one
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project providing for a constitutional monarchy with another favoring a
democratic republic.

These societies were Masonic in style, and consisted primarily of
military officers. The first of these societies formed was the Union of
Salvation, established in St. Petersburg in 1816. A group of officers gathered
together and formed this secret society of vague purpose. The later testimony
of some Decembrists claimed the society was dedicated to the emancipation
of serfs while others insisted its purpose was to expel foreign influences from
Russia. Other testimony claimed that the objectives of the society, known
only to the most senior members, were representative government and the
refusal to take the oath of allegiance to the new sovereign unless he agreed to
a limited monarchy.

A founding member of the Union of Salvation, Nikita Muraviev, had
been educated by an admirer of Robespierre. Muraviev was among the
soldiers to enter Paris at the end of the war against Napoleon, and there he
met many of the major political actors of the time.

When internal politics and betrayal forced the dissolution of the society
and the formation of the Northern and Southern Societies, Muraviev was
chosen as the architect and leader of the Northern Society. Muraviev began
the constitution by addressing the origin and nature of philosophy, providing
an intellectual challenge to the tsar’s absolute right to rule. The Northern
Society’s constitution was based on the theory of the social contract, arguing
that the sovereignty of the state resides with the Russian people, and is
relegated by them to the tsar. Muraviev expected implementation of this less
radical constitution to meet with less resistance from the tsar and the other
nobles than one that called for a representative government. Once the country
had accepted the constitution, there would be time for further liberalization
and movement towards a republic.

Leading the Southern Society, Pavel Ivanovich Pestel wrote a far more
radical constitution. Pestel desired the complete destruction of the Tsarist
regime through revolution, and the introduction of a republic by a temporary
dictatorship. Pestel designed his final plan to destroy any possible resumption
of Romanov rule. The idea, based on that of Riego in Spain, called for a swift
coup d'état to limit instability, and the elimination of the entire royal family.

Following assumption of power, the Southern Society planned for the
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complete “Russification” of the empire. The republican government would
recognize the autonomy of Poland, incorporate smaller nations on the
borders, and require the conversion of all other peoples within, except for the
Jews who would be deported to Asia Minor, where they were expected to
establish an independent state. Among his more radical plans, Pestel’s
agrarian reforms demonstrated familiarity with the French revolutionary
literature. In his constitution, Pestel granted land to every Russian with a
desire to farm.

The two societies remained independent, and their leaders maintained
philosophical differences all the way through the revolt. In the mid-1820s,
the Northern Society in St. Petersburg and the Southern Society in Kishinev
were preparing for an uprising when Alexander's unexpected death on
December 1, 1825 spurred them to action.

Alexander | died having left no direct heir to the throne. The populace
expected that on the death of Alexander, his liberal-minded brother, Grand
Duke Constantine Pavlovich, would ascend the throne in accordance with
house law. Unbeknownst to the public, upon Constantine’s marriage to a
non-royal Polish woman, Constantine had agreed to renounce his claim to the
throne in favor of his autocratic younger brother Nicholas I. In 1822,
Alexander had signed a declaration to the effect that Nicholas would take the
throne upon his death. This document had only been seen by a few trusted
members of the royal family.

At the Senate Square

When Alexander died on December 1, 1825, the royal guards swore
allegiance to Constantine. When Constantine made his renunciation public,
and Nicholas stepped forward to assume the throne, the Northern Society
acted. With the capital in temporary confusion, and one oath to Constantine
having already been sworn, the society scrambled in secret meetings to
convince regimental leaders not to swear allegiance to Nicholas. These
efforts would culminate in the events of December 14,

On the morning of December 14, 1825, a group of officers
commanding about three thousand men assembled in Senate Square, where

they refused to swear allegiance to the new tsar, Nicholas I, proclaiming
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instead their loyalty to the idea of a Russian constitution. They expected to be
joined by the rest of the troops stationed in St. Petersburg, but they were
disappointed. Nicholas spent the day gathering a military force, and then
attacked with artillery. With the firing of the artillery came the end of the
revolt in the north.

On December 14 the leaders (many of whom belonged to the high
aristocracy) elected Prince Sergei Petrovich Troubetzkoy as interim dictator
and marched to the Senate Square. The subordinate soldiers had to follow
suit.

The revolt suffered because those in charge communicated poorly with
the soldiers involved in the uprising. According to the story, soldiers in St.
Petersburg were made to chant "Constantine and Constitution,” but when
questioned, many of them professed to believe that "Constitution" was
Constantine's wife. However, this may just be a rumor because in a letter
from Peter Kakhovsky to General Levashev, Kakhovsky wrote, "The story
told to Your Excellency that, in the uprising of December 14 the rebels were
shouting 'Long live the Constitution!" and that the people were asking 'What
is Constitution, the wife of His Highness the Grand Duke?" is not true. It is an
amusing invention." Kakhovsky claims that this is nothing but a story.

When Prince Trubetskoy failed to turn up at the square, Nicholas sent
Count Mikhail Miloradovich, a military hero who was greatly respected by
ordinary soldiers, to pacify the rebels. While delivering a speech,
Miloradovich was shot dead by the officer, Peter Kakhovsky.

While the Northern Society scrambled in the days leading up to
December 14, the Southern Society took a serious blow. On December 13,
acting on reports of treason, the police arrested Pestel. It took two weeks for
the Southern Society to learn of the events in the capital. Meanwhile, other
members of the leadership were arrested. The Southern Society and a
nationalistic group called the United Slavs discussed revolt. Upon learning
the location of some of the arrested men, the United Slavs freed them by
force. One of the freed men, Muraviev-Apostol, assumed leadership of the
revolt. After converting the soldiers of Vasilkov to the cause, Muraviev-
Apostol easily captured the city. The rebelling army was soon confronted by
superior forces armed with artillery loaded with grapeshot, and with orders to

destroy the rebels.
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On January 3, the rebels met defeat and the surviving leaders were sent
to St. Petersburg to stand trial with the Northern leaders. The Decembrists
were interrogated, tried, and convicted. Kakhovsky was executed by hanging
together with four other leading Decembrists: Pavel Pestel; the poet Kondraty
Ryleyev; Sergey Muravyov-Apostol; and Mikhail Bestuzhev-Ryumin. Other
Decembrists were exiled to Siberia, Kazakhstan, and the Far East.

Suspicion also fell on several eminent persons who were on friendly
terms with the Decembrist leaders and could have been aware of their
concealed organizations, notably Alexander Pushkin, Alexander Griboyedov,
and Aleksey Petrovich Yermolov. Wives of many Decembrists followed their
husbands into exile. The expression Decembrist wife is a Russian symbol for
the devotion of a wife to her husband.

Assessment

With the failure of the Decembrists, Russia's monarchial absolutism
would continue for another century, although serfdom would be officially
abolished in 1861. Though defeated, the Decembrists did effect some change
on the regime. Their dissatisfaction forced Nicholas to turn his attention
inward to address the issues of the empire. In 1826, a rehabilitated Speransky
began the task of codifying Russian law, a task that continued throughout
Nicholas’s reign. Anecdotally, after being defeated in the Crimean war,
Nicholas is said to have lamented that his corrupt staff treated him worse than
the Decembrists ever had.

Although the revolt was a forbidden topic during Nicholas' reign,
Alexander Herzen placed the profiles of executed Decembrists on the cover
of his radical periodical Polar Star. Alexander Pushkin addressed poems to
his Decembrist friends, Nikolai Nekrasov wrote a long poem about the
Decembrist wives, and Leo Tolstoy started writing a novel on that liberal
movement, which would later evolve into War and Peace.

To some extent, the Decembrists were in the tradition of a long line of

palace revolutionaries who wanted to place their candidate on the throne. But
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because the Decembrists also wanted to implement a liberal political
program, their revolt has been considered the beginning of a revolutionary
movement. The uprising was the first open breach between the government
and liberal elements, and it would subsequently widen.

Reforms and Their Limits, 1855-92

Tsar Alexander II, who succeeded Nicholas | in 1855, was a
conservative who saw no alternative but to implement change. Alexander
initiated substantial reforms in education, the government, the judiciary, and
the military. In 1861 he proclaimed the emancipation of about 20 million
privately held serfs. Local commissions, which were dominated by landlords,
effected emancipation by giving land and limited freedom to the serfs. The
former serfs usually remained in the village commune, but they were required
to make redemption payments to the government over a period of almost fifty
years. The government compensated former owners of serfs by issuing them
bonds.

The regime had envisioned that the 50,000 landlords who possessed
estates of more than 110 hectares would thrive without serfs and would
continue to provide loyal political and administrative leadership in the
countryside. The government also had expected that peasants would produce
sufficient crops for their own consumption and for export sales, thereby
helping to finance most of the government's expenses, imports, and foreign
debt. Neither of the government's expectations was realistic, however, and
emancipation left both former serfs and their former owners dissatisfied. The
new peasants soon fell behind in their payments to the government because
the land they had received was poor and because Russian agricultural
methods were inadequate. The former owners often had to sell their lands to
remain solvent because most of them could neither farm nor manage estates
without their former serfs. In addition, the value of their government bonds
fell as the peasants failed to make their redemption payments.

Reforms of local government closely followed emancipation. In 1864
most local government in the European part of Russia was organized into

provincial and district zemstva (sing., zemstvo), which were made up of
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representatives of all classes and were responsible for local schools, public
health, roads, prisons, food supply, and other concerns. In 1870 elected city
councils, or dumy (sing., duma ), were formed. Dominated by property
owners and constrained by provincial governors and the police, the zemstva
and dumy raised taxes and levied labor to support their activities.

In 1864 the regime implemented judicial reforms. In major towns, it
established Western-style courts with juries. In general, the judicial system
functioned effectively, but the government lacked the finances and cultural
influence to extend the court system to the villages, where traditional peasant
justice continued to operate with minimal interference from provincial
officials. In addition, the regime instructed judges to decide each case on its
merits and not to use precedents, which would have enabled them to
construct a body of law independent of state authority.

Other major reforms took place in the educational and cultural spheres.
The accession of Alexander Il brought a social restructuring that required a
public discussion of issues and the lifting of some types of censorship. When
an attempt was made to assassinate the tsar in 1866, the government
reinstated censorship, but not with the severity of pre-1855 control. The
government also put restrictions on universities in 1866, five years after they
had gained autonomy. The central government attempted to act through the
zemstva to establish uniform curricula for elementary schools and to impose
conservative policies, but it lacked resources. Because many liberal teachers
and school officials were only nominally subject to the reactionary Ministry
of Education, however, the regime's educational achievements were mixed
after 1866.

In the financial sphere, Russia established the State Bank in 1866,
which put the national currency on a firmer footing. The Ministry of Finance
supported railroad development, which facilitated vital export activity, but it
was cautious and moderate in its foreign ventures. The ministry also founded
the Peasant Land Bank in 1882 to enable enterprising farmers to acquire
more land. The Ministry of Internal Affairs countered this policy, however,
by establishing the Nobles' Land Bank in 1885 to forestall foreclosures of
mortgages.

The regime also sought to reform the military. One of the chief reasons

for the emancipation of the serfs was to facilitate the transition from a large
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standing army to a reserve army by instituting territorial levies and
mobilization in times of need. Before emancipation, serfs could not receive
military training and then return to their owners. Bureaucratic inertia,
however, obstructed military reform until the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71)
demonstrated the necessity of building a modern army. The levy system
introduced in 1874 gave the army a role in teaching many peasants to read
and in pioneering medical education for women. But the army remained
backward despite these military reforms. Officers often preferred bayonets to
bullets, expressing worry that long-range sights on rifles would induce
cowardice. In spite of some notable achievements, Russia did not keep pace
with Western technological developments in the construction of rifles,
machine guns, artillery, ships, and naval ordnance. Russia also failed to use
naval modernization as a means of developing its industrial base in the
1860s.

In 1881 revolutionaries assassinated Alexander II. His son Alexander
Il (r. 1881-94) initiated a period of political reaction, which intensified a
counterreform movement that had begun in 1866. He strengthened the
security police, reorganizing it into an agency known as the Okhrana, gave it
extraordinary powers, and placed it under the Ministry of Internal Affairs.
Dmitriy Tolstoy, Alexander's minister of internal affairs, instituted the use of
land captains, who were noble overseers of districts, and he restricted the
power of the zemstva and the dumy . Alexander Il assigned his former tutor,
the reactionary Konstantin Pobedonostsev, to be the procurator of the Holy
Synod of the Orthodox Church and Ivan Delyanov to be the minister of
education. In their attempts to "save" Russia from "modernism," they revived
religious censorship, persecuted non-Orthodox and non-Russian populations,
fostered anti-Semitism, and suppressed the autonomy of the universities.
Their attacks on liberal and non-Russian elements alienated large segments of
the population. The nationalities, particularly Poles, Finns, Latvians,
Lithuanians, and Ukrainians, reacted to the regime's efforts to Russify them
by intensifying their own nationalism. Many Jews emigrated or joined radical
movements. Secret organizations and political movements continued to
develop despite the regime's efforts to quell them.
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Russian industrialization

During the early 19th century Russia developed trade relationships with
other European countries and exported large amounts of grain. But most of
the export revenue that flowed into the empire simply lined the pockets of
aristocrats and powerful land-owners; it was not used as capital to develop an
industrialised economy. Industrial projects and incentives were often
proposed — but they were rarely embraced, since they threatened the financial
interests of conservative landowners. There was some heavy industry —
mining, steel production, oil and so on — but this was small when compared
to Russia’s imperial rivals: Britain, France and Germany. It took defeat in the
Crimean War (1853-56) to expose the empire’s lack of development and the
urgent need for Russian industrialisation. Russian factories were unable to
produce sufficient amounts of weapons, munitions or machinery. There was
very little technical innovation; most of Russia’s new technologies were
imported from the West. And the empire’s railway system was woefully
inadequate, with insufficient rail lines and rolling stock to move men or
equipment in large amounts.

The reforms embraced by Alexander Il in the early 1860s were partly
designed to stimulate transitions in the Russian economy. Emancipating the
serfs (1861) was not just a social reform, it was also intended to release them
from the land and the control of conservative land-owners. Alexander and his
advisors anticipated that a large proportion of freed serfs would become a
mobile labour force, able to relocate to areas where industrial workers were
needed. They also believed that given greater freedom, the peasants would
develop more efficient and productive ways of farming. One of the
anticipated outcomes of 1861 was the emergence of a successful peasant
class, the kulak. The kulak would be proto-capitalist: he would own larger
tracts of land and more livestock or machinery; he would hire landless
peasants as labourers; he would use more efficient farming techniques; and
he would sell surplus grain for profit. But while the 1861 emancipation did
release millions of peasants from their land, the strength of peasant
communes prevented the widespread development of a kulak class.

The emancipation had significant social outcomes but it failed to

contribute much to Russia’s economic development. In the 1870s the
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government initiated several large infrastructure programs, particularly the
construction of railways. The 1880s saw the emergency of Sergei Witte, a
qualified mathematician with a proven track record of achievement, both in
the tsarist bureaucracy and the private sector. In 1889 Witte was placed in
charge of the Russian railway system, where he oversaw the planning and
construction of the Trans-Siberian Railway. By 1892 Witte was minister for
transport, communication and finance. Identifying a need for capital
investment, Witte made it easier for foreigners to invest in Russian industrial
ventures. Existing barriers were removed, while foreign individuals and
companies were offered incentives if they invested in certain industrial and
manufacturing sectors. Witte also undertook currency reform: in 1897 he
moved the Russian rouble to the gold standard, strengthening and stabilising
it and improving foreign exchange. He also borrowed to fund public works
and infrastructure programs including new railways, telegraph lines and
electrical plants.

By the late 1890s, Witte’s reforms had had a visible impact on the
Russian economy. Large amounts of foreign capital, mostly from France and
Britain, had funded new plants and factories in St Petersburg, Moscow, Kiev
and other cities. By 1900 around half of Russia’s heavy industries were
foreign-owned — but the Russian empire was the world’s fourth-largest
producer of steel and its second-largest source of petroleum. New railways
allowed transport into remote parts of the empire, allowing the construction
and operation of factories, mines, dams and other projects there. Russia’s
industrial economy had progressed more in one decade than it had in the
previous century. Its development was so rapid that the economic historian
Alexander Gerschenkron later dubbed it “the great spurt”.

But for all its advances, the economic transformation of Russia also
delivered unforeseen consequences, some of them problematic for the
regime. The construction of new factories drew thousands of landless
peasants into the cities in search of work. In time they formed a rising social
class: the industrial proletariat. Russia’s cities were not equipped for the rapid
urban growth that accompanied industrialisation. In the early 1800s only two
Russian cities (St Petersburg and Moscow) contained more than 100,000
residents; by 1910 there were twelve cities of this size. In the decade between

1890 and 1900, St Petersburg swelled by around 250,000 people. This growth
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was not matched by the construction of new housing, so industrial employers
had to house workers in ramshackle dormitories and tenements. Most lived in
unhygienic and often freezing conditions; they ate meals of stale bread and
buckwheat gruel (porridge) in crowded meal-houses. Things were even worse
in the factories, where hours were long and the work was monotonous and
dangerous. Witte’s economic reforms had met, even exceeded national goals
— but they also gave rise to a new working class that was exploited, poorly
treated, clustered together in large numbers and therefore susceptible to
revolutionary ideas.

1. For much of the 1800s Russia was a comparatively backward
economy, dominated by agrarian production.

2. Defeat in the Crimean War triggered reforms, such as the abolition
of serfdom to facilitate a mobile labour force.

3. The main instigator of economic reform was Sergei Witte, who
attracted foreign investment in Russian industries.

4. Witte’s changes triggered a marked growth in industrial production
and the movement of workers into the cities.

5. In economic terms the policy reforms were successful and helped
Russia ‘catch up’ to western European powers — but they also created an
industrial working class prone to grievances and revolutionary ideas.

The Path to Revolution

Since the reign of lvan the Terrible, the Russian Tsars had followed a
fairly consistent policy of drawing more political power away from the
nobility and into their own hands. This centralization of authority in the
Russian state had usually been accomplished in one of two ways-either by
simply taking power from the nobles and braving their opposition (lvan the
Terrible was very good at this), or by compensating the nobles for decreased
power in government by giving them greater power over their land and its

occupants. Serfdom, as this latter system was known, had increased steadily
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in Russia from the time of Ivan the Terrible, its inventor. By the time of
Catherine the Great, the Russian Tsars enjoyed virtually autocratic rule over
their nobles. However, they had in a sense purchased this power by granting
those nobles virtually autocratic power over the serfs, who by this time had
been reduced to a state closer to slavery than to peasantry.

By the nineteenth century, both of these relationships were under
attack. In the Decembrist revolt in 1825, a group of young, reformist military
officers attempted to force the adoption of a constitutional monarchy in
Russia by preventing the accession of Nicholas I. They failed utterly, and
Nicholas became the most reactionary leader in Europe. Nicholas' successor,
Alexander Il, seemed by contrast to be amenable to reform. In 1861, he
abolished serfdom, though the emancipation didn't in fact bring on any
significant change in the condition of the peasants. As the country became
more industrialized, its political system experienced even greater strain.
Attempts by the lower classes to gain more freedom provoked fears of
anarchy, and the government remained extremely conservative. As Russia
became more industrialized, larger, and far more complicated, the
inadequacies of autocratic Tsarist rule became increasingly apparent. By the
twentieth century conditions were ripe for a serious convulsion.

At the same time, Russia had expanded its territory and its power
considerably over the nineteenth century. Its borders extended to Afghanistan
and China, and it had acquired extensive territory on the Pacific coast. The
foundation of the port cities of Vladivostok and Port Arthur there had opened
up profitable avenues for commerce, and the construction of the Trans-
Siberian Railway (constructed from 1891-1905) linked the European Russia
with its new eastern territories.

In 1894 Nicholas Il acceded to the throne. He was not the most
competent of political leaders, and his ministers were almost uniformly
reactionaries. To make matters worse, the increasing Russian presence in the
far east provoked the hostility of Japan. In January of 1905, the Japanese
attacked, and Russia experienced a series of defeats that dissolved the
tenuous support held by Nicholas' already unpopular government. Nicholas
was forced to grant concessions to the reformers, including most notably a
constitution and a parliament, or Duma. The power of the reform movement

was founded on a new and powerful force entered Russian politics. The
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industrialization of the major western cities and the development of the Batu
oil fields had brought together large concentrations of Russian workers, and
they soon began to organize into local political councils, or soviets. It was in
large part the power of the soviets, united under the Social Democratic party,
that had forced Nicholas to accept reforms in 1905.

After the war with Japan was brought to a close, Nicholas attempted to
reverse the new freedoms, and his government became more reactionary than
ever. Popular discontent gained strength, and Nicholas countered it with
increased repression, maintaining control but worsening relations with the
population. In 1912, the Social Democrats split into two camps--the radical
Bolsheviks and the comparatively moderate Menshiviks. In 1914, another
disastrous war once again brought on a crisis. If the Russo-Japanese war had
been costly and unpopular, it was at least remote. The First World War,
however, took place right on Russia's western doorstep. Unprepared
militarily or industrially, the country suffered demoralizing defeats, suffered
severe food shortages, and soon suffered an economic collapse. By February
of 1917, the workers and soldiers had had enough. Riots broke out in St.
Petersburg, then called Petrograd, and the garrison there mutinied. Workers
soviets were set up, and the Duma approved the establishment of a
Provisional Government to attempt to restore order in the capital. It was soon
clear that Nicholas possessed no support, and on March 2 he abdicated the
throne in favor of his brother Michael. No fool, Michael renounced his claim
the next day.

The Provisional Government set up by the Duma attempted to pursue a
moderate policy, calling for a return to order and promising reform of
worker's rights. However, it was unwilling to endorse the most pressing
demand of the soviets--an immediate end to the war. For the next 9 months,
the Provisional Government, first under Prince Lvov and then under
Alexandr Kerensky, unsuccessfully attempted to establish its authority. In the
meanwhile, the Bolsheviks gained increasing support from the ever more
frustrated soviets. On October 25, led by Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, they stormed
the Winter Palace and deposed the Kerensky government.

Although the Bolsheviks enjoyed substantial support in St. Petersburg
and Moscow, they were by no means in control of the country as a whole.

They succeeded in taking Russia out of the war (though on very unfavorable
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terms), but within months civil war broke out throughout Russia. For the next
three years the country was devastated by civil strife, until by 1920 the
Bolsheviks had finally emerged victorious.

Islam in the Russian Empire
Part |

Topics of Muslim resistance to Russian expansion, and controversies
between Islamic ‘reformism’ and ‘traditionalism’ were of great importance
for specific Muslim regions in limited historical periods. Islam and the
empire seemed to have interacted with each other more often than they
engaged in conflict.

Tsarist Russia brought under its control numerous diverse populations
inhabiting traditionally Muslim lands in the Volga-Ural region, western
Siberia, the North Caucasus and Central Asia. The Volga-Ural region was
Islamised more than other Muslim lands of the empire. In the North
Caucasus, Siberia and the Kazakh steppe a gradual Islamisation continued
until the first half of the nineteenth century. The century and a half from the
1730s until the mid- 1880s was a period of rapid growth and shift for both the
polity and Muslim communities within it. At the end of the nineteenth
century Russia housed adiverse population of some 14 million Muslims (out
of a total population of 150 million subjects).

The history of Islam in Imperial Russia can be roughly divided into
four periods. The first continued from Peter I’s reign (1682-1725) until the
late 1760s. While oscillating between relative toleration and missionary
attacks against non-Orthodox confessions, the government had no distinct
Muslim policy yet. The second period started under Catherine 11 (r. 1762—-96)
and finished in the middle of the nineteenth century. It resulted in the
acknowledgement of Islam and the creation of official Islamic hierarchies.
The third period was related to the Great Reforms and continued until the
beginning of the twentieth century. The confessional policy became more
complicated and contradictory. Different projects of constructing a Muslim

clergy came into tension with one another. In the fourth period (1905-17)
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between the two Russian revolutions Islam acquired a new political
dimension. It was a time of new fears and expectations of Islam both in the
central government and in regional elites.

There were some constants characterizing the position of Islam during
the imperial period. Most of the Russian Muslims belonged to the Hanafi
religious legal school in Sunni Islam. Historically, Shafi® is were dominant in
Dagestan and Chechnia only. The majority of Muslims in Transcaucasia and
a number of congregations in Central Asia belonged to Shi‘is. Muslim
identity was granted by membership in mosque congregations, which were
mostly rural and often scattered among larger non-Muslim populations. Basic
Islamic institutions included Friday and daily mosques, primary (maktab)
and/or higher (madrasa) mosque schools, as well as Sufi lodges with their
own schools or khanagahs (holy places). All these institutions are often taken
for granted. None of these institutions was funded by the state. Depending on
private funding they disappeared if it stopped.

The religious leader of a community was the mullah (imam), known
also as khatib. He conducted the five daily prayers, pronounced the Friday
sermon and ensured that the month of Ramadan and religious feasts were
properly observed. In addition, he could teach in mosque school as mudarris
and resolve disputes between community members as Muslim lawyer. The
highest office in the Muslim administration at the district (uezd) level was
held by a specialist in shari‘a law known as akhund. He was elected by the
community and then appointed by a Russian governor of the province.

Supervising the political loyalty of Muslim elites, the Russian
administrators and central government did not meddle in the religious affairs
of the Muslim communities. Peter | and his successors of the first half of the
eighteenth century followed these principles of governance dating back to the
reign of Ivan IV’s son, Fedor Ioanovich (r. 1584-98). Adherents of all non-
Orthodox faiths were granted a moderated toleration, if they were ‘loyal
subjects, good tax-payers and soldiers’ of the empire. Members of the
Muslim military elite (mirzas/murzas) had entered the Russian nobility under
Muscovite rule.

On the other hand, Muslims were viewed with suspicion. Though Islam
had never been outlawed, conversion to Christianity was always encouraged.

From the 15th century onwards it was common for the Muslim elites to
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convert to Orthodoxy and become Russian nobles. Godunovs, lusupovs,
Urusovs, Tenishevs and dozens of other Orthodox noble families were of
Muslim origin. Muslims were attracted to Christianity by various material
and legal benefits or a fear of loss of privileged status. Sometimes new
converts received direct payment in money and goods. In return for baptism,
Peter | offered a three-year tax break, freedom from the military draft and
work in state factories. A decree of 1713 forced the Muslim nobility in Kazan
and Azov provinces either to be deprived of their estates and Orthodox serfs
or to convert to Christianity.

The position of Russian Muslims worsened under Anna loanovna and
Elizabeth Petrovna, when a missionary campaign was launched in the Volga
region. Orthodox missionaries baptised about 8,000 Muslims in Kazan and
Nizhnii Novgorod provinces. Between 1740 and 1744 missionaries destroyed
418 of the 536 mosques in Kazan province. Construction of new mosques was
outlawed. Since many baptised Muslims continued practising Islam secretly,
severe penalties were set up.

Part 11

A new period in the history of Islam in Russia began under Catherine 1.
Given the importance of Islam as a means of Muslim political mobilisation,
Catherine II changed the state’s confessional policies. The empress launched
a new policy of toleration of Islam and other non-Orthodox faiths. In 1773
her famous ‘Toleration to All Faiths’ edict became law. Its purpose was
mainly to grant Islam legally recognised status. The construction of mosques
was permitted all over Russia. The empress’s Manifesto issued on 8 April
1783 confirmed a general trend towards the toleration of Islam.

. According to the edict of 1784, Muslim princes and murzas were
granted noble status and privileges (except that they could not own Christian
serfs) in exchange for military or civil service. The state was engaged in
mosque construction. In 1769 Catherine Il charged D. 1. Chicherin, the
governor of Siberia, with building mosques for Central Asian migrants. In
1782 a new, more ambitious programme was funded to build a series of

mosques along the Kazakh steppe acquired by the empire between 1731 and
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1743. Tatar mullahs were sent to propagate Islam among ‘wild nomads’ of
the region. According to the empress’s edict, the first Arabic version of the
Koran was printed in 1787 under the supervision of the Tatar mullah Usman
Ismail. Between 1789 and 1798 five successive editions of the Koran
appeared, the last one in 3,600 copies. A Muslim state publishing house had
been established in St Petersburg and later moved to the town of Kazan.

A more regulated pattern of confessional policy, fashioned according to
principles of the well-ordered police state, was adopted under Alexander |
and Nicholas I. Mikhail Speranskii, the influential adviser to Alexander I,
created a Department of Spiritual Affairs in order to ‘protect rites of all the
Russian and foreign faiths’. In 1810 the Main Directorate of Religious Affairs
of Foreign Confessions was set up and in 1832 turned into the Departament
dukhovnykh del inostrannykh ispovedanii (DDDII) within the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, the most important ministry in the imperial government.
From the 1830s the ministry was responsible for maintaining the “principle of
religious toleration as far as this toleration corresponded to state interest’.

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the toleration laws and
recognition of Islam brought about the blossoming of Muslim societies and
their institutions, in particular the growth of mosques, Muslim schools and the
appearance of a dynamic Muslim nobility and commercial bourgeoisie in the
Volga-Ural region and western Siberia. Muslim elites were involved in lively
discussions, touching upon religious, social and political innovations
affecting the Muslim communities at large.

From the middle of the nineteenth century a new period in the history
of Islam in Russia began. Under Alexander Il and Alexander Ill new fears
about Muslims emerged. New approaches to Islam were partly adopted by
the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Russian conservatives and Muslim reformers shared the Orientalist

critique of isolated and inward-looking Muslim communities in Russia.29
Both sides insisted on improving the Muslim administration to make the
empire more homogeneous. In reality, they proposed to transform the empire
into a nation-state. But the background of such a state was sought in different
‘national traditions’ — either among the Turkic Muslims or among the
Orthodox Great Russians. A new scenario of imperial power elaborated
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under the rules of Alexander Ill and Nicholas Il projected the government as
a unitary Russian master subjecting lesser peoples and promoting the spread of
Russian Orthodox culture among non-Russian populations.

The outbreak of the 1905-7 Revolution gave Islam a new political
dimension. Muslims were permitted to organise public gatherings and form
political movements. Muslim elites were involved in the political struggle
concerning elections to the Parliament (Duma) and the emergence of new
political parties.

Most of the Muslim political groups in late tsarist Russia were created
secretly. Some were closed by the authorities later. Much more influential
appeared to be the Muslim press, which emerged in the post-1905 period
especially in Kazan and Baku.

In conclusion, the relationship between the tsarist state and Islam should
be understood as involving interaction sooner than confrontation. Having
recog- nised Islam at the end of the eighteenth century, the authorities
constructed a complicated imperial network of Islamic institutions including
Muslim clergy, parishes and four regional muftiates. The administration of
Muslims differed in central Russia and the borderlands. In a number of
frontier regions such as the North Caucasus and Central Asia, Islam had not
been institutionalised even at the end of the old regime. New Muslim elites
emerged in response to these new Islamic institutions, which were accepted by
most Russian Muslims. Despite this long history of interaction, however, the
crisis of the tsarist regime beginning in the last third of the nineteenth century
generated new fears and trepidations concerning Islam among tsarist
functionaries. And indeed Muslims were involved in the political opposition
that finally crushed the imperial regime in 1917.
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Historical Background

Romanov’s Dinasty

Peter the
Great

ITérp I
AnekceeBuud

1682 —
1721

Peter I
Alexeyevich was
the 13th tsar of
Russia and the
first Emperor of
the Russian
Empire. He in
known in history
as Peter the
Great. One of the
most outstanding
statesmen in
world history,
who determined
directions of
development of
Russia in the
XVIlIth century.

Catherine |
(Ekaterina I)

Exarepuna |

1684-
1727

Russian
Empress from
1721 as the
spouse of
reigning Emperor
Peter | the Great.
After the
Emperor’s death
she was crowned
to the throne. In
1725-1727  she
was second All-
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Russian Empress

with actual
governance by
Alexander
Danilovich
Menshikov.
Mother of
Empress
Elizaveta
Petrovna.
Peter Il [Mérp IT | 1727 - Peter I
Alexeyevich 1730 was Emperor of
Russia from 1927
to 1930, the only
son of Prince
Alexius,
grandson of Peter
the Great. His
death ended the
male line of the
Romanov
dynasty.
Anna Anna | 1693- Fourth All-
loannovna HNBaHoBHa 1740 Russian Empress

(1730-1740). The
second daughter
of Ivan V (joint
ruler of Peter 1)
from Praskovya
Fyodorovna.

After the death of
Peter Il she was
invited to the
Russian  throne
by the Supreme
Privy Council as
a sovereign with
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restricted powers
but she took all
the power after
disbanding  the
Council. The
period of her
reign was named

“Bironovshchina”
after her minion
Ernst-logan
Biron.
Ivan VI Wan VI | 1740 - He was the
1741 son of Prince

Anton Ulrich of
Brunswick-
Wolfenbiittel and
Anna
Leopoldovna,
niece of Empress
Anna loannovna.
The boy was
named after his
great-grandfather,
Tsar Ivan V, who
was the half-
brother and co-
ruler of Peter the
Great.
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Elizabeth of
Russia
(Elizaveta
Petrovna)

Enusasera
[letpoBHa

1709-
1762

Russian
Empress,
daughter of Peter
| the Great and
Martha
Skavronskaya
(future Ekaterina
). After the
marriage of her
parents had the
title  of  the
Princess Royal.
In the period of
her reign, in 1755
the Moscow
University  was
opened, the
Academy of Arts
was established,
outstanding
cultural
monuments were
created. She
promoted
reinstatement of
the role of the
Senate, abolished
death penalty and
eliminated
internal  country
customs.

Peter 111

Térp 111

January
1962 —
July
1962

Peter Il
was emperor of
Russia for a mere
six months in
1762. During his
reign, he
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withdrew  from
the Seven Years
War and formed
an alliance with
Prussia to wage
war against
Denmark, which
made him an
unpopular leader.
His wife,
Catherine the
Great, suspected
he was set to
divorce her and
conspired  with
her lover to
overthrow  him.
He was
subsequently
assassinated on
July 17, 1762, in
Ropsha, Russia.

Catherine the
Great
(Ekaterina 1)

Ekarepuna

Benukasa

1729-
1796

8th  All-
Russian Empress
(1762-1796). The
period of her
reign was called
the “Golden Age”
of the Russian
Empire, and the
Senate presented
Ekaterina Il with
the epithet of “the
Wise Great
Mother of the
Fatherland”. She
was the only
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Russian ruler
woman named

“the Great”
similar to Peter I.
Pavel | [Maen | | 1754- 9th  All-
1801 Russian Emperor
(1796-1801). He
planned to
establish in
Russia, under the
aegis of
autocracy, strict
lawful
governance,
restriction of
rights of nobility,
introduction  of
rigorous
discipline.  His
foreign and home
policies were
characterized
with
inconsistency.
Alexander | Anexcannp | 1777- 10th  All-
1825 Russian Emperor

(1801-1825). In
historiography he
received a special
epithet — Blessed.
In the beginning
of his reign he
carried out
moderate liberal
reforms. After the
Patriotic War of
1812, in 1813-
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1814, he headed
the anti-French
coalition of
European states.
He was one of the
heads of the
Vienna Congress
(1814-1815) and
organizers of the

Holly Alliance.
Grand Duke Koncrantun Never Grand
Konstantin [TaBmOBHY reigned | duke and
Pavlovich and tsesarevich of
never Russia, was
acceded | prepared by his
the grandmother,
throne | Catherine the

Great, to become
an emperor of a
would-be

restored

Byzantine

Empire. Although
he was never
crowned, he is
sometimes listed
among the
Russian emperors
as Constantine 1.
He is mainly
known for his
abdication from
the throne in
1825, which led
to the Decembrist
rebellion later
that year. He
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eschewed court
etiquette and took
frequent  stands
against the
wishes of his
brother
Alexander |1, for
which  he s
remembered
fondly in Russia,
but in his
capacity of the
commander-in-
chief and de facto
viceroy of the
Congress Poland,
he is remembered
in his adopted
home of Poland
as a ruthless
ruler.

Nicholas |

Hukomnaii |

1796-
1855

11th  All-
Russian Emperor
(1825-1855). His
reign was marked
with the uprising
of the
Decembrists  on
December 14,
1825, Caucasian
War (1817-1864),
Russian-Persian
War (1826-1828),
Russian-Turkish
War (1828-1829)
and Crimean War
(1853-1856).
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Alexander Il

Anekcannp |l

1818-
1881

12th  All-
Russian Emperor
(1855-1881). He
abolished
serfdom and
carried out a
number of
reforms —
zemstvo, judicial,
military and
others. He is
known in history
as Alexander |l
Liberator. He
died in the result
of a terrorist
attack in the day
when he was
going to sign the
Constitution.

Alexander 111

Anekcannp |1

1845-
1894

13th  All-
Russian Emperor
(1881-1894). In
historiography he
received a special
epithet -
Peacemaker. He
carried out the

course of
“counter

reforms” and
issued the Edict
about
construction  of
the Great

Siberian Way
(Trans-Siberian
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Railway). He was
the last but one
Emperor of
Russia.

Nicholas Il

Huxomait |1

1868-
1918

Last of the
Emperors of the
Romanov
dynasty, the
fourteenth  All-
Russian Emperor
(1894-1917). His
reign fell on the
period of sharp
aggravation  of
political struggle
in the country
and international
situation. He was
shot by
Bolsheviks
together with his
family. He was
canonized as a
martyr.

Grand
Duke Michael
Alexandrovich

Muxarnn
AJeKcaHIpoBU
q

Never
reigned

Grand
Duke Michael
Alexandrovich
was the youngest
son of Tsar
Alexander Ill of
Russia. He was
asked to be Tsar
after Nicholas 1l
abdicated in 1917
but he never
accepted. He was
imprisoned by the
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Bolsheviks and
murdered in 1918
at the age of 39.

Chronology of Historical Events
in Imperial Russia

1689 overthrow of regency of Tsarevna Sophia

1697-8 Peter | in Western Europe

1700 Great Northern War begins with Sweden

1703 foundation of Saint Petersburg

1709 Battle of Poltava: defeat of Swedes and Ukrainian Hetman

Mazepa

1711 establishment of Senate

1717 formation of administrative colleges

1721 foundation of the Holy Synod: disappearance of the patriarchate
1721 Treaty of Nystadt ends Great Northern War: Baltic provinces

gained

racy

1722 creation of Table of Ranks

1725 foundation of Academy of Sciences

1725 death of Peter I. Accession of Catherine |

1727 death of Catherine 1. Accession of Peter 11

1730 death of Peter Il. Accession of Anna. Failed attempt to limitautoc

1740 death of Anna. Accession of Ivan VI

1741 overthrow of Ivan VI. Accession of Elizabeth

1753 abolition of internal customs duties

1754 foundation of Moscow University

1755 outbreak of Seven Years War

1761 death of Elizabeth. Accession of Peter 111

1762 ‘emancipation’ of the nobility from compulsory state service

1762 overthrow of Peter I11. Accession of Catherine 11

1765 death of Lomonosov

1767 Catherine II’s Nakaz (Instruction) and Legislative Commission
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1768 war with Ottoman Empire

1773 beginning of Pugachev revolt

1774 Treaty of Kuchuk-Kainardji: victory over Ottomans

1775 reform of provincial administration

1783 annexation of Crimea

1785 charter of the nobility

1790 publication of Radishchev’s Journey from St Petersburg to
Moscow

1795 final partition of Poland

1796 death of Catherine Il. Accession of Paul |

1797 new succession law: male primogeniture established

1801 overthrow of Paul I. Accession of Alexander |

1802 creation of ministries

1804 university statute

1807 Treaty of Tilsit

1810 creation of State Council

1811 Karamzin’s ‘Memoir on Ancient and Modern Russia’

1812 defeat of Napoleon’s invasion

1814 Russian army enters Paris

1815 constitution for Russian Kingdom of Poland issued

1825 death of Alexander I. Accession of Nicholas I. Decembristrevolt

1826 foundation of Third Section

1830-1 rebellion in Poland

1833 Code of Laws (Svod zakonov) issued

1836 first performance of Glinka’s A Life for the Tsar

1836 Chaadaev’s First Philosophical Letter

1837 death of Pushkin

1847-52 publication of Turgenev’s Zapiski okhotnika (A Huntsman's
Sketches)

1854 French, British and Ottomans invade Crimea

1855 death of Nicholas I. Accession of Alexander 11

1856 Treaty of Paris ends Crimean War

1861 emancipation of the serfs

1862 foundation of Saint Petersburg Conservatoire

1863 rebellion in Poland
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1864 local government (zemstvo) and judicial reforms introduced

1865-6 publication begins of Tolstoy’s Voina i mir (War and Peace)

1866 Karakozov’s attempt to assassinate Alexander II

1866 foundation of Moscow Conservatoire

1866 publication of Dostoevsky’s Prestuplenie i nakazanie (Crime and
Punishment)

1874 introduction of universal military service

1874 first performance of Mussorgsky’s Boris Godunov

1875 the ‘To the People’ movement goes on trial

1877-8 war with Ottoman Empire. Treaty of Berlin

1878 formation of ‘Land and Freedom’ revolutionary group

1880 Loris-Melikov appointed to head government

1880 publication of Dostoevsky’s Brat’ia Karamazovy (The Brothers
Karamazov)

1881 assassination of Alexander Il. Accession of Alexander 111

1881 introduction of law on ‘states of emergency’

1884 Plekhanov publishes Nashi raznoglasiia (Our Differences)

1889 introduction of Land Captains

1891 construction of Trans-Siberian railway begins

1894 Franco-Russian alliance ratified

1894 death of Alexander Ill. Accession of Nicholas Il

1898 first congress of the Social Democratic party

1899 foundation of journal Mir iskusstva (World of Art)

1901 formation of the Socialist Revolutionary party

1902 Lenin publishes Chto delat’? (What Is to Be Done?)

1903 Kishinev pogrom

1904 outbreak of war with Japan

1904 assassination of Plehve: Sviatopolk-Mirsky’s ‘thaw’ begins

1905 ‘Bloody Sunday’ ushers in two years of revolution

1905 defeats at battles of Mukden and Tsushima

1905 Treaty of Portsmouth (September) ends war with Japan

1905 October 17 Manifesto promises a constitution

1906 First Duma (parliament) meets and is dissolved

1906 Stolypin heads government: agrarian reforms begin

1907 entente with Britain
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1907-12 Third Duma in session

1910 death of L. N. Tolstoy

1911 Western Zemstvo crisis

1911 assassination of Stolypin

1912 Lena goldfields shootings: worker radicalism re-emerges

1913 first performance of Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring

1914 outbreak of First World War

1915 Nicholas II assumes supreme command and dismisses ‘liberal’
ministers

1916 first performance of Rachmaninov’s Vespers (vsenochnaia)

1916 Brusilov offensive

1917 overthrow of monarchy in ‘February Revolution’

VOCABULARY
A

abdicate, v [ '@b.d1.kert] — orpexarbcs

abolition, n [aba'l1f(9)n] — oT™MeHa

access, n [ 'akses] — moaxom, moCTyI

accuse, v [0 kju:z] — 0OBUHSATH

acquire, v [0 kwa1o] — npuoOperath

advance, n [od 'va:ns] - HacTymIeHHE

ally, n [ @lar] — coro3HuK

amicable correspondence [ /'@mikabal/ / kori'spondons/] npyxeckas
nepenucKka

anticipation, n [&n t1s.1 pel.Jon]| — npeABKYIICHUE

appeal to smb for smth [tu: o'pil tu: 'sambodi forr 'samBm] —
oOpaIarbcsi K KOMy-JI100 3a 4eM-JT100

appoint a successor [ tu o pomt er sok'sesor | — Ha3HAYUTH TPEEMHHKA
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appointment, n [9 pomtm(o)nt] — Ha3HAYEHUE
approval, n [9'pru:vl]- omo6penue

ardent admirer [/'a:dont/ /od 'marore’/] nbUIKKM, APl CTOPOHHUK
ascend the throne [ o'send Oroun] — B30¥TH Ha TPOH
ascendancy, n [o'sendonsi] — TocIoACTBO
ascension, n [9'senfon] - BOCXOXJEHUE

aspiration, n [, &spi1 rer. fon] — cTpemieHUE
assassination, n [9, sas1 neifn] — yOuiicTBo

assume, v [9'sju:m] — BCTynath, MPUHUMATh

at all cost [kost] — ar000i1 11I€HOM

at best [ &t best | — B myurem ciryuae

at worst [ @t w3.rst | — B Xy/1iem ciydae

attention, n [ o'ten/n] — BHUMaHUE

autocratic, adj [o:to kratik] - camonep>xaBHbIN

B

backwardness, n [ ' bakwadnas] — oTcranocTsb

be accused of [tu: bi: 9'kju:zd ov | — 6bITH OOBUHEHHBIM B 4YEM-JTHOO
be crowded by [ 'kravdid] — 3aBepmaTecs uem-mmbo

be in collusion [tu: bi: m ka'lu:3on] — ObITE B croBOpE

be obsessed with [ob'sest wid0] — OBITh OJICPKUMBIM YEM-THOO

be troubled by [ 'trab.ld] — ObITE OMpaueHHBIM YeM-THOO

be marred by [bi ma:d bar] — 661TE OMpaYeHHBIM YEM-THOO

blame, v [blerm] — 0OBHHATH

bloodshed, n [ 'bladfed] — kpoBonpoauTHe

break out [ tu: breik avt] - BcnibIxuBath, pazpaxaTrbcs

bribery, n [ 'braibort] — B3sTKa, B3ITHHYECTBO

by no means [bar nou mi:nz] - HUKOuM 00pa3om, HUKaK, HUICKOJIbKO

C

carve, v [ka:v] — nposioxuth
casualties, n [ 'kazjultiz] — xepTBbI, MOoTEpU

cede, v [si:d] — mepenaBaTh, caBaTh
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1100

cede the wishes [ tu: si:d 01: 'wifiz] — ycTynarh XeTaHUsIM
censorship, adj [ 'sensafip] - nenszypa

come under, v [ kam 'anda(r)] — moamagaTh

complaint, adj [kom plemt] — ycTynmuuBbIii

concession, n [kon'sgf(9)n] —ycTymnku

condemn, v [tu: kon'dem] — ocyxnathb

to confer a rank [ tu: kon'f3:r e1 renk | — mpucBauBaTh 4nH, 3BaHUE
confine, v [kon'fain] - 3arouats

consequence, n [ konsikw(o)ns] — mocnencTaue

conscript, n [ 'konskript] — mpu3bIBHUK, HOBOOpaHel|

conspirator ,n [/kon spirato’/] 3aroBopImk

contender, n [kon tendor | npeTenaeHT

continual retreat [ kon tijual r1'tri:t] — HEmpepbIBHOE OTCTYIIICHUE
contradictory, adj [kontra dikt(a)ri] - mpoTUBOpEUUBBIX

corporal, adj [ 'ko:p(a)r(o)l] — TenecHoe

correspond to smth [kori'sppnd 'samOimj] — cooTBeTCTBOBaTH YEMY-

count, n [kaont] - rpad counter-reform, n ['kavnto - ri'fom] -

IPOTUBOPEUYUBBIE PEPOPMBI

court, adj [ko:t] — BoeHHBIN

courtier, n [ 'ko:t1o] — mpuaBOpHBIiA

criticism, n [ 'kritisiz(o)m] —kpuTuxa

crucial, adj [ 'kru:[(9)l] - kmroueBoil, pemiaronui

cruel treatment [ krual 'tri:tmont] — sxecTokoe oOparieHue
curb ,v [/k3:b/] cnepxuBaTh

D

death sentence [ de6 'sentons ] — cMepTHBIN IPUTOBOP

decree a law [/tu:/ /d1'kri:/ /er/ /10:/] u3naBath ykas, moCTaHOBIISATH
defeat, n [d1'fi:t] - mopaxeHnue

defuse, v [di:'fju:z] — neITaThCA paA3pIAUTH

depose, v [ di pouvz | cBepraTh

deprive, v [d1 prarv] — numarh

designate, v [ dezignett] - 0003Ha4aTh, ONIPECIATH
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devotion, n [d1' voufon] — npenaHHOCTH
dictatorship, n [dik tertor [ip] — nuxTaTypa
direct, adj [d1 rekt] - npsimasi, HemocpencTBEHHAs
disagreements, n [diso gri:mont] — pa3HorIacus
disaster, n [d1 za:sto] — mpoBan

discourage, v [d1 skar.1d3] — nmpensiTtcTBOBaTH
dismissal, n [dis 'misl] — pocmyck, oTcTaBka
doubt, n [davt] — comHeHHE

drill, n [dr1l] — cTpoeBast moaroroBka

E

ease, v [ 1:z ]| - obneryarhb

electoral, adj [1'lekt(o)r(a)l] — u3bupaTenbHbIH
eliminate, v [ 1'lim.1.neit] - ycTpaHUTh, UCKIIOUYUTD
embark, v [1m 'bak] — HaunHaTh

embezzlement, n [1m bezlmont] — xumenne, pactpara
entrepreneurship, n[,a:ntropra'n3:rfip | npeANnpUHUMATEIHCTBO
event, n [1' vent] — coObITHE

evoke, v [1'vouk] — BEI3BIBATH

escape, v [1 skeip] — n3bexarpb

exile, v [ ‘ek.sail] — cocnaTh, cchuiaTh

expense [ 1k 'spans] — cuer

expose, v [1k spavz] — cKpbIBaTh

extent, n [1k 'stent] — pa3zmep

extract, v [ ekstraekt] - moObIBaThH

faith, n [fe10] — Bepa

fate, n [fert] — ygacTh

figurehead, n ['figjorhed | HOMHHaNBHBIN I1aBa, MapHUOHETKA
for the benefit [ benifit] — B yrogy, Ha nmosib3y

G
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give offence [/tu:/ /giv/ /o' fens/] ockopOUTH, HAHOCUTH 00Uy

go ahead [tu: gou 9 hed] — nponomxkars

go much too far [gov matf tu: fa:(r)] — 3aX0aUTH CAUIIKOM JAJIEKO
go on strike [ tu: gou on straik] — 6acTtoBarth

goldfield, n [ 'govl(d)fi:ld] - mpumck

grant, v [gra:nt | — mokajoBatb, 1apOBaTh

grant the right [/tu:/ /gra:nt/ /01:/ /rait/] npenocTaBaaTh npaBo
grip, n [grip] — B1acTh

grasp, v [gra:sp | — yCBOUTh, CXBaTbIBATh

H

harsh, adj [ha:] — cypoBbiii

heir, n [eo] — HacIeTHUK

hereditary succession [ /hi'redrtor/ /sok'sefon/] HacneaCcTBEHHBIH
MPUHITKIT TPAaBOIIPEEMCTBA

holy, v [ 'houli] - cBaToit

humiliate, v [hju: ' mil.i.ert | — yauxathb

humiliating loss [ los hju: 'miliertiy] — yausurensnas moreps

impose taxes [ tu 1im pooz teks | — obmaraTs HamoraMu

in particular [ m por tikjolor | — B ocoGeHHOCTH

incite, v [1n sA1t] - moACTpeKaTh

induce, v [1n'dju:s] - CKIIOHATH, MOOYXKIaTh

industrial enterprise [ 1m'dastriol ‘entorpraiz | — TPOMBIIIUICHHOE
MPEANPUSITHE

influence, n [ fluons] — BausiHKE

inherit, v [In herit] — HacienoBaTh

institute, v [ mstitju:t | — yctaHaBIMBaTh, yUpeKIaTh

internal and foreign policy [ m'ts3irnl &nd ‘forron ‘palesi | —
BHYTPEHHSIS U BHEIIHSS TTOJIUTUKA

intimidate, v [ m timidert | 3anyruBath
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invincibility, n [ m vinso'biloti | HEmo6egUMOCTH

judicial, adj [d3u: dif(9)]] - cyneOHbIi

L

law, n [lo:] — 3akon

lay an embargo [/tu:/ /ler/ /a:n/ /em ba:gov/] HaIOXKUTH 3MOaPTO
looting, n [ 'lu:ti] — mapoaépcTBo, rpadbex

lot, n [ lot] — Macca, mapTus

martial, n [ ma:[(9)l] — cyn

maritime, adj [ 'meer.1.tarm] — MOpcko#

matter, n [ mat.or] —aemno

maturity, n [ma'tjuoriti] — 3pesocTb, COBEPIICHHOJIETHE
muting, n, v [ ‘'mju:tini] — OyHT, B30yHTOBaThCA

N

negotiate, v [to n1 goufieit] - JoroBapuBaThCs, BECTH MEPETOBOPHI
nobility, n [no(v) biliti] — 3HATH, ABOPSIHCTBO
noose, n [nu:s] — Ka3Hb Yepe3 MOBEUICHUE

O

obsession, n [ ob 'sef.on | — HaBsI3UKMBas UJiEsl, OJIEPKUMOCTD
offer resistance [/tu:/ /' pfa/ /r1 zistons/ | oka3aTh CONMPOTUBIICHUE

officiate, v [ o'fif.1.e1t | — ucOTHATH OOSI3aHHOCTH
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offspring, n [ 'o:fspriy | oTphICK

ongoing, adj [ Dy gouv.1| — HEPEPHIBHBIM

ongoing resentment [ Dngovly 11 zentmont] —  MOCTOSIHHOE,
HENPEPHIBHOE BO3MYIIICHHE

opposition, n [ ppa'z1f(9)n] —TPOTHUBOIIOIOKHOCT.

outlet, n [ 'avt.let] — BrIxo

overthrow, v [  ou.va'Orou] — cBepraTh

P

persistent, adj [pa sist(o)nt] — MOCTOSAHHBIM

pig iron ,n [/p1g 'aron/] 4yryH

plot, n [plot] — 3aroBop

plot, n [plot] — yuacTok 3emiu

plot of land [/plot/ /pv/ /leend/] yuacTok 3emiu

point, n [point] — MyHKT, meperom

populace, n [ popjulos] — mpocToit Hapo

poverty, n [ povati] — 6€THOCTb, HUIIIETA

prompt, v [prom(p)t] — moOyxaaTh

prospect, n [ prospekt] — mepcnekTrBa, TUIAHBI HA Oy TyIIIee
provoke, v [pro ' vouk] — BeI3bIBaTH

predecessor, n [ pri:.di ses.or] — mpeAIIeCTBEHHUK
preference for smb over smb [ prefrons] — npennoyrenue Koro-audo
prevail over [pr1 vell 'ouvo(r)] — mpeobnagaTh HaA
punishment, n [ pAanifm(o)nt] — Hakazanue

put down, v [ put davn] — mogaBUTH

Q

quell, v [tu: kwel] — mogaBuThH
R

raise, v [reiz | — BOCIIUTHIBaTh, PACTUTh

ravage, v [ r@v.1d3] — onycromark, pa3opsTh
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reduce ,v [/r1'dju:s/] cokpamarh

reduce expenditures [rr'dju:s 1ks'penditforz] — yMmeHbImIaTh TpATHI,
pacxobl

regain, v [ 11'gein] — BepHyTh ceOe, BOCCTaHABIMBATh

regiment, n [ redzimont | monk

replace, v [tu: r1 pleis] - 3amMeHsATH, 3aMeIIaAThH

restrict, v [r1 strikt] — orpannuMBaThH

retain, v [ tu: r1'tein] — yaep:karb, COXpaHUTh

riot, n [ rar.ot | — OyHT, 6eciopsIoK

reside, v [r1'zaid] — HaXOAUTHCS, TPUHAIICKATH

rest on laurels [rest 'lor.ol] — mounBats Ha naBpax

restrict, v [r1 strikt] - orpaHuuMBaTH

resume, v [11 zju:m] — BO30OHOBUTH, MPOJOKUTH

revolt, n [r1 voult] — BoccTanue

route, v [ru:t] —gopora, MapumpyT

rule, n [ru:l] — mpaBuiO

rural, adj [ roor(9)l] — cenbckmii

secular, adj [ 'sekjulo] — cBeTckuit

sedition, n [s1 dif(9)n] —TIpU3BIB K MATEKY
seize, v [s1:z] — 3aXxBaThIBaTh

sentence, v [ 'sent(o)ns] — mpuroBapuBaTh
sentence to death [ tu: ‘sentons tu: def | — mpuroBopuTh K cMepTH
serfdom, n [s3:fdom] — kpenocTHOE npaBO
setback, n [ 'set.bek] — Heynaua

sign, n [samn] —Mpu3HAK

shortage, n [ [o:.t1d3] — HEXBaTKa, AeUIUT
smallpox, n [ 'smo:1 poks] - ocria

stick, v [stik] — mpunepxuBatbcs

span, Vv [sp&n] - oxBaThIBaTh

state, adj [steit] — rocy1apcTBEeHHBIN
strangle ,v [ /'strengol/] 3aaymuTh

strike, n [straik] — 3abacToBKa
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strip, v [ tu: strip] - numaTh

struggle, n [ ‘strag(o)l] - 6oprba

succeed, v [sok si:d] — Haciae0BaTh, CMEHATH
succession, n [sok 'sef(9)n] — mocienoBaTETLHOCTH
summon ,v [/ 'samon/] BbI3bIBaTh, IPU3bIBAThH
supervise, v [ 'su:pa, vaiz] — KOHTPOJUPOBATH
suppression, n [sa'pref(o)n] —mogaBiIcHME
surrender, n [so rendo] - cnaya, KamUTYJISIUS
surrender, v [tu: so'rends] — cnaBaTbcs

T

tacit, adj [ 'taes.1t] — MoUaIMBHIN

take advantage of [tu: teik od 'va:ntid3 ov] — Bocniosib30BaThCs

take core decisions [teik ko: di'si3onz] — mnpuHHMMATh KIIIOYEBBIE
pelieHus

take place [tu: teik pleis] — umeTs MecTO, MPOUCXOIUTD

take the blame [ tu: teik d1: bleim] — B34Tb BUHY

thereby, adj [ 0€o'bai] — Tem cambim

threaten, [ Oret(o)n] — yrpoxxatb

throne, n [Broun] — Tpon

topicality, n [ topikaliti] — akTyanbHOCTb

torture, n [ 'to:rtfor | mbITka

treachery ,n [/ tretfor1/] mpenaTtensCcTBO

turning, adj [ 'to:nim] — MOBOPOTHBIIA

turn into [ tu: to:n 'mtu] — npeBpaTUTHCS B

turn out [ t3:n avt] — okazaTbcs

twofold, adv [ tu:fould ] B aBa pasa

U

uncompromising stance [An kompromaiziy stens] — HeEmpeKJIOHHas
TTO3UIIHS
undermine, v [ An.do 'main] — noJpsIBaTh, pa3pymiaTh

undermine the authority [ Ando main 0i: o: 6oriti] — moapeIBaThH BIACTh
202



unprecedented, adj [an presidentid] - 6ecnipenieieHTHBIN
unrest, n [ An 'rest | - 6ecriopsok

upheaval, n [ aAp hi:v(9)l] — nepeBopoT

uprising, n [ Ap rar.zin] —BoccTaHue

\
vessel ,n [ /'vesal/] cynHo
victorious, adj [vik 'to:r1os] — moGeJOHOCHBIM
violent, adj [ 'vaial(o)nt] — xkecTOKwMit
W
war, n [wo:(r)] —BoiiHa

will, v [wil] — 3aBemarh
womanizing, n ["'womenaizin] — paciyTcTBO

TEKCTBI JJ1A JOITOJIHUTEJIBHOI'O YTEHUA

THE REIGN OF STOLYPIN

The temporary concession of the October Manifesto did not alone quell

the revolutionary spirit of 1905. The liberals and the middle-class were
appeased but the workers and peasants continued to rage. Enter newly
appointed chief minister Peter Stolypin, who acted decisively to calm things.
Stolypin sent in troops to crush the urban Soviet and used his legislative
power to establish a series of military tribunals to charge, try and execute
parties guilty of revolutionary conduct (trials and executions were often
carried out on the same day). The hangman’s noose became known as
‘Stolypin’s necktie’, so significant was the increase in executions. These
steps calmed the urban strikers and forced many of the hardline
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revolutionaries into exile, however they did not solve the problems of peasant
dissatisfaction or the long-standing need to modernise Russia’s economy.

Russia’s ‘agrarian problem’ had haunted its tsars and ministers for
centuries. Russia’s 100 million-plus peasants were set in their ways, resistant
to change and clung to antiquated farming methods that were labour
intensive. Their backward agrarian organisation and techniques meant
inefficient production and frequent food shortages. Yet stimulating
modernisation was not just a matter of imposing policy: upsetting or
threatening the peasantry posed obvious risks for the tsarist regime.
Stolypin’s plan for economic reform was one of gradual change and
encouragement; he aimed to capitalise the economy by assisting and
empowering hard-working peasants, “wager on the strong” he called this.
Assistance would be given to these farmers, in the form of banking facilities,
loans and assistance for purchasing machinery or livestock. A “land bank”
was also established to ensure fair and efficient redistribution of land
(Stolypin wanted land ownership to be private, not communal ... wealthier
peasants were encouraged to obtain small, scattered plots of land and
consolidate them into larger farms). Not only would this lead to economic
improvements, it would also greatly expand the number of wealthier peasants
(kulaks) who, grateful for the assistance given them, would remain
conservative and loyal to the tsar.

Despite their attractiveness to some peasants, Stolypin’s reforms also
encountered significant resistance. Much of this came from the communes,
which were not just economic units for land ownership, they also constituted
‘community’ or even ‘family’ for many individuals. Peasants who took up
the government and accepted loans or assistance were often isolated and
harassed by those who remained in the mir. Bureaucrats who moved into
villages, attempting to convince peasants to abandon strip farming, were
often shown the door. Indeed the whole government effort to implement
Stolypin’s changes was an enormous undertaking. The reforms did have
some effect, though this was slow and barely noticeable after a decade.
Between 1906 and 1915, when the reforms officially ended, the total land
owned by the peasantry had increased from 4320 million to 4590 million
acres, whereas the tsar’s own land-holdings remained the same. By 1915
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more than half the peasants remained in communal land-ownership and only
about 15 percent could be classed as kulaks. Stolypin himself had died in
1911, the victim of an assassin’s bullet, but his vision was only ever realised
to a minor extent.

www.aphaistory.com

REFORM AND REACTION IN RUSSIA

The revolutions of 1905 and 1917 were preceded by a century of
reform and reaction in Russia. The 19th century was a tumultuous one for the
empire, full of demands for change, attempts at reform and uncertain
outcomes. The first significant threat to tsarist autocracy came in December
1825, when army officers led an uprising against the new emperor, Nicholas
I. The Decembrist revolt, as it became known, was more attempted palace
coup than a legitimate democratic revolution — nevertheless the Decembrist
rebels were liberal in their political views. The Decembrist uprising of 3,000
men was eventually crushed by the tsar, however it prompt him to examine
the empire and its tensions.

Russia was also unsettled by the Crimean War of 1854-56. Triggered
by imperial tensions and disputes over control of the Holy Lands, Russia was
confronted by three powerful empires: France, Britain and the Ottomans
(modern-day Turkey). Much of the fighting took place on the Russian
territory, on a peninsula in the northern Black Sea in what is now the
Ukraine. The Crimean War was a disaster for the homeland. Russia put
almost three-quarters of a million men into the field and more than 200,000
of them were lost. The conflict also exposed Russia’s lack of industrial and
technological development in comparison to her enemies. Lacking railway
infrastructure, improved weaponry and other developments like the electric
telegraph, the Russian military could not match the British or French in a
major conflict.

The disastrous outcomes of the Crimean War prompted the tsar,
Alexander 11, to consider reforms, particularly the abolition of serfdom. By

bringing an end to this medieval concept, in effect a form of bonded slavery,
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Alexander hoped that agricultural production could be modernised and made
more efficient. This would assist the transformation of Russia from a
backward agricultural economy into a modern industrial and capitalist
economy. The idea of bringing an end to serfdom was hardly new. It had
been suggested several times before but was always resisted by the
conservative land-owning nobility, who benefited from the profits and status
generated by serfdom.

In 1861 Alexander Il acted, signing a decree that ruled a line through
serfdom. A process of land redistribution was commenced — however the
detail was left in the hands of corrupt bureaucrats, and in some cases the
land-owners themselves. As a consequence, the reallocation of Russian land
was hardly fair. Former serfs were now free peasants but they were given a
stark choice: they could either leave their land or commit to a 49-year state
mortgage. In effect, they had traded one form of bondage for another.
Meanwhile, Alexander agreed to other liberalisations of Russian society.
Among these were the creation of representative bodies called zemstva, in
effect a form of local government in villages and provinces, given authority
to dispense education, charitable relief and other services. The ‘reformer tsar’
also ordered the reformation of the army and navy, the implementation of
new legal processes and an overhaul of the penal code.

But while Alexander’s reforms satisfied some, they did not go far
enough for radicals, who demanded political change at higher levels. The
amount of anti-tsarist dissent and unrest actually increased after the reforms
of the 1860s. Populist activists called Narodniks ventured into rural areas to
circulate revolutionary ideas and to impel the peasants to take action. By the
1870s Alexander’s reformist spirit had dwindled and he was forced to impose
repressive measures. Russia’s fate was sealed with a blood curdling event on
the streets of St Petersburg. As the tsar was driving in his carriage, he was
assassinated by members of a radical fringe group called Narodnaya
Volnya (‘People’s Will”). Almost blown in half by a bomb, the dying tsar was
carried into the Winter Palace, to be given the last rites in front of his
horrified family. The liberal-minded tsar breathed his last — and so did 19th
century Russian reformism.
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The murder of the tsar was met with horror, both within Russia and
around the world. Its perpetrators hoped that it would frighten the ruling
dynasty into more extensive reforms — but it had the reverse effect. The dead
tsar was succeeded by his son, Alexander Ill, a giant of a man with a fearful
temper and intimidating manner. Alexander immediately ordered the winding
back of most of his father’s reforms and liberal policies. He expanded and
strengthened the broad policy of ‘Russification’, which imposed the Russian
culture and values on the peoples in the empire. Thousands of Poles,
Latvians, Lithuanians, Finns and others were forced to learn or use the
Russian language. A fervent anti-Semite, Alexander encouraged if not
ordered the harassment of Russia’s five million Jews, banning them from
some areas and prohibiting their participation in local elections. He reduced
the authority of the zemstva, placing villages and communes under the
control of government officials. Alexander Ill also reformed then expanded
the Okhrana (secret police) and stepped up persecution of potential
revolutionaries and assassins.

There were some progressive policies under Alexander III’s reign but
they were almost entirely economic. The tsar’s appointment of Sergei Witte
as finance minister in 1892 was significant. Witte, adept at luring foreign
investment in Russia, helping to stimulate the mining and petroleum
industries, while funding the construction of factories and infrastructure.
Ironically, the largest sources of foreign capital in Russia were investors from
France and Britain, its foes in the Crimea. Witte also set about expanding
Russia’s transportation system, organising the construction of the much-
needed Trans-Siberian Railway and other key projects. As the Russian
economy grew and industrialised, it drew thousands of landless or
disenchanted peasants into the cities to work in factories and plants. When
Alexander Il died in 1894 and the throne passed to his eldest son Nicholas
I1, the cities of European Russia were undergoing significant growth and
change, stimulated by economic modernisation. But there had been no
corresponding political modernisation: no reduction in autocratic power, no
elected assembly, no improvement in civil rights or the rights of workers.

www.aphaistory.com
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RAILWAYS
Part |

Russia has one sixth of the world’s landmass and has more water than
any other country within its borders. With the construction of various canals
— the first in 1709, by the early 19th century, its capital, St Petersburg, had
three water routes to the interior. However, it took several months for lower
Volga grain to reach the city as frozen rivers halted boats in winter.

The attraction of railways seemed obvious. However, in the first of a
three-part series on the growth of railways in Russia, David Shirres reports
on the shaky start to what became one of the most impressive networks in the
world.

After steam railways were built in Europe, their use in Russia was
initially resisted as they were considered unsuitable for a country with long
distances and harsh winters. However, in 1836 an Austrian engineer, Franz
von Gerstner, convinced Tsar Nicholas | to authorise a demonstration line
between the capital and his summer palace at Tsarskoe Selo.

This was 23 km long and built to six-foot gauge. The line took 17
months to build and opened on 30 October, 1837. It showed a steam railway
to be a practicable proposition in Russia and carried 726,000 passengers in its
first year but had little freight traffic.

The Tsar approved Russia’s second railway for military reasons. This
was a standard gauge line from Warsaw to the Austrian-Hungarian frontier.
Construction started in 1839 but ceased in 1842 due to lack of funds. After
the Treasury took over the line, it opened in 1848. Its first use was to carry
troops to crush an uprising in Hungary.

The first useful railway

St Petersburg to Moscow was the obvious route for Russia’s first
commercially useful railway. At 644 km, it was also to be the world’s then
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longest double-track railway. For a barely industrialised country, this was a
huge project for which Nicholas | set up a special committee to be chaired by
his future heir, Alexander Il. He felt the benefits of the line justified state
funding.

Construction of the railway started in 1843. It required extensive
earthworks and 190 bridges. The Tsar wished the line to be a Russian
enterprise. As engineers were scarce in Russia, almost all the graduates from
the Imperial School of Engineering were drafted to the railway. An American
engineer, George Whistler, was appointed a technical adviser. Fifty thousand
serfs worked on the railway. For negligible pay, they worked long hours and
were badly fed and housed. Several thousand died during construction.

To establish a Russian locomotive industry, an American company re-
equipped the Alexandrovsk State Factory, near St Petersburg. This produced
the 162 25-tonne engines, 2,500 freight wagons and 70 passenger coaches
needed for the line. The company also trained Russian craftsmen and engine
drivers.

Unlike future railways, the line was well built. The Tsar took a close
interest in its construction and wished no expense to be spared. It had a
maximum 1 in 125 gradient and was almost a straight line, being less than 1
per cent longer than the straight- line distance between the two cities.
England supplied almost 1.1 million tonnes of rails for the line. Russian
industry could only supply 10,000 tonnes.

It opened on 1 November, 1851, after funding difficulties delayed its
completion. Its first passenger train left St Petersburg at 11.15 and arrived in
Moscow at 09.00 the next day, achieving an average speed of 18.5 mph.
Traffic exceeded expectations, with 693,000 passengers in the first year. In
1856, it carried 1.2 million passengers despite the Tsarist regime requiring
everyone to have permission to travel. The 168,000 tonnes of freight carried
in 1852 rose to 380,000 tonnes by 1856.

The question of gauge

This was the first railway built to the Russian five-foot gauge. It seems
that Whistler successfully advocated a five- foot (1524 mm) gauge as he
considered the Tsarskoe Selo railway’s six-foot gauge to be expensive and
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unnecessary. At the time, it was not clear that British standard gauge would
become widely accepted and there were five-foot gauge railways in America.

One theory for the adoption of Russian gauge is that it makes it difficult
for invading armies to use the Russian railway network. Whilst this was
certainly the case in WWZ2, it is doubtful that Whistler considered this an
Issue.

In 1970 the USSR adjusted its gauge to 1520 mm. Worldwide, there
Is now 227,000 km of 1520 mm gauge — essentially former Soviet Union
countries — and 720,000 km of standard gauge.

The next railway ordered by the Tsar was from St Petersburg to
Warsaw. This was another railway built for military reasons. Work started in
1852 but funding problems delayed completion until 1863 when it was used
by troops who crushed the Polish rebellion.

The railway that won a war

By the start of the Crimean War in 1854, Russia had a relatively
small rail network of 650 km. Afterwards, Russia’s defeat highlighted the
need for more railways. This was evident by the success of Russia’s only
railway close to the battle, one that was built by the British.

As the Crimean War concerned Russia’s control of the Black Sea, the
British and their allies had to take the Black Sea fortress of Sebastopol. In
September 1854, the British landed in Balaclava harbour, about 13 km south
of the fort. From here, a track climbed steeply to a plateau where 26,000
besieging troops were camped.

As this track became impassable in winter, the troops received few
supplies. Many died from cold, disease and malnutrition. When this became
known, it was decided to build a railway. In February 1855, nine ships
arrived in Balaclava with the required men and materials, seven weeks later
the seven-mile railway was complete. Wagons were horse-drawn — until
steam locomotives arrived in November — except for a winding engine on
a section with 1 in 17 gradient. Once operational the railway carried 240
tonnes a day.
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In April, this enabled an unprecedented intense bombardment of
Sebastopol in which 47,000 shells were fired over 10 days. The railway also
carried the first hospital train to transport wounded soldiers. Russia evacuated
Sebastopol in August, leading to the end of the war in March 1856. Before
leaving Crimea, the British showed their railway to Russian officers who
were in no doubt that it cost them Sebastopol.

The railway boom

When Nicholas | died in 1855, his son, Alexander Il, succeeded him.
Unlike his father, he wanted to expand Russia’s railways with private capital.
In 1856, the Main Company of Russian railways was set up. This was mainly
financed by French and British investors who were guaranteed a yearly 4 per
cent return on capital.

Within 10 years, it planned to build lines between the Baltic and Black
Sea, Moscow and Nizhny Novgorod and complete the St Petersburg to
Warsaw line.

It was not a success. Progress was slow and it soon exhausted its initial
capital. However, railways were also built by other companies,
including some to the Donets coal basin. Almost all these lines were ‘pioneer
railways’ in which poor construction standards were accepted to speed
construction with the intention of improving the railway later. Lightweight
rails limited locomotive weight and hence the size of freight trains. This
remained a problem until well into the Soviet era.

RAILWAYS
Part Il
Railway Kings

Russia’s railway network was 5,147 km in 1866. In this year, the
government set up a railway fund and produced an expansion plan based
on economic requirements. Railway proposals were not authorised unless
they were part of this plan. This spurred a railway boom that was to treble the
size of the network in the following decade.
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This boom was used to encourage domestic production. Prior to 1866,
87 per cent of rails and 60 per cent of locomotives were imported. By 1899,
after various government initiatives, there were 13 steel rail factories
producing half a million tonnes per year and only 16 per cent of the 5,196
locomotives delivered were imported.

As elsewhere, this boom brought ‘Railway Kings’ who were more
concerned with increasing their own wealth than operating efficient railways.
In the 1870s, a special commission investigated the railway’s poor
performance following the Turkish War. Its recommendation for through car
working was mandated in 1879. Increasing government dissatisfaction with
private railways was such that by 1883, it provided 80 per cent of all railway
investment.

French connection

From 1866, this enormous investment came from the railway fund,
initially created by the sale of Alaska and the St Petersburg to Moscow
railway. In the 1880s, loans from France became the main source of funding
as part of a relationship led to the 1894 Franco- Russian Alliance. This treaty
and Russia’s financial dependency resulted in some railways being
constructed to serve French strategic interests with little domestic benefit.

One such railway was a 1,688 km line to Tashkent that Tsar Nicholas Il
approved in 1901, despite objections from his ministers. Although there was
already a railway to Tashkent from the Caspian Sea, this was not connected
to the Russian network. Hence, the French required a line to be constructed
from Orenburg in Russia to speed up troop movements to threaten the British
in Afghanistan. Its construction took four years and was completed in 1905.

The original 1,850 km line to Tashkent from the Caspian Sea was built
in two stages and completed in 1898.

It included a 150 km stretch through the shifting sands of the Kara Kum
desert, leaving tracks hanging as the sand blew away until a continuous
embankment solved this problem.

Building the Trans-Siberian
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In the 1880s, there were proposals for a line through Siberia to the
Pacific for protection against foreign powers and to develop the area. A
railway would enable mass immigration from the overpopulated European
Russia where there was frequent famines. Before the railway, there was some
emigration to Siberia but around 20 per cent of those making this difficult
overland journey perished.

The Trans-Siberian line was an epic project made possible by the
enthusiasm of Tsar Alexander Ill and the organisational genius of his
Minister of Finance, Sergei Witte.

He saw the railway as part of a bigger scheme involving emigration and
economic development and co-ordinated railway construction with other
projects such as building a line from the Urals for metal products and re-
equipping waterways crossing the route to deliver materials.

Alexander III agreed to Witte’s proposal for a high-ranking committee
to drive the project. This was chaired by his heir, Nicholas Il, who in 1891,
on a visit to Vladivostok, laid a stone to mark the start of work in the east.
Work at the western end started in 1892. When the line reached the River Ob
in 1895, the city of Novosibirsk was founded. This is now Russia’s third
largest city. The seven-span 790-metre bridge over the river was completed
in 1897. Prior to then rail ferries were used.

Greatest Challenge

Just east of Irkutsk, reached in 1898, was the greatest construction
challenge — the cliffs along the southern tip of Lake Baikal. This 97 km
section required 39 tunnels, 470 bridges / culverts, and 29 km of retaining
walls. Until this was completed in 1904, two ice-breaking ferries, one of
which carried trains, were required to cross the lake. These were built in
Newcastle and dismantled for transport to Lake Baikal where they were
rebuilt two- and-a-half years later.

Construction of the line from the eastern shore of Lake Baikal to Chita
took from 1895 to 1900. From Chita, Vladivostok was reached by a railway
through Chinese Manchuria that was started in 1897 and completed in 1902.
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This was 600 km shorter than a route through Russia and intended to extend
Russian influence in China.

After Russia lost its war against Japan in 1904, it was decided to build
the Amur Railway from Chita, as the line through Manchuria was vulnerable
— after Japan invaded China in 1931 it was converted to standard gauge. This
was a difficult line to build as floods prevented use of the valley floor. At
Khabarovsk, it required a 22-span, 2.3 km bridge over the River Amur. Work
started in 1908 and lasted eight years to complete the current 9,286 km
Moscow to Vladivostok route.

The Trans-Siberian line was a ‘pioneer railway’, which resulted in
frequent derailments and traffic backlogs. Yet it met its objective of
developing Siberia.

In its first 10 years, it carried over three million immigrants to Siberia
and carried a large amount of, mainly agricultural, freight traffic including
high-value farm products. By 1911, trains with Siberian butter for Europe ran
directly to the ports and Siberia supplied half the meat consumed in St
Petersburg and Moscow.

Eve of the revolution

At the start of the 20th century, the government was increasingly
concerned about the railway’s performance. Although traffic was increasing,
they continued to lose money and there was an increasing freight backlog. In
1906, this was 210,000 carloads. There was inefficient management,
corruption and supplier cartels. Nevertheless, Russia’s railways had
supported a sevenfold increase in the country’s industrial output over the
previous 40 years.

In 1913, Russia had 20,000 locomotives, 31,000 coaches and 475,000
wagons. Its railways carried 76.8 billion tonne/km of freight and 244 million
passengers, in both cases almost double the 1903 figures. The main freight
traffic was coal (22 per cent), grain and flour (13 per cent) and timber (9.5
per cent). The Donetz area accounted for 38 per cent of all freight. With a
network of 70,500 km in 1913, Russia had almost twice as many railways as
Britain. After a late start, by the eve of World War One it had become a
significant industrial power. However, this had drawn hundreds of thousands
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of peasants to the cities where they were exploited, lived in appalling
conditions and were clustered together. This, and the repressive Tsarist
regime, triggered the abortive 1905 revolution. When combined with the
horror of WW1, it was to lead to further revolution and civil war. The
railways would play a significant role in this next part of Russia’s history.

www.railstaff.uk
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